You  Owe  It  To  Yourself 
A     To  Take  Advantage  Of  This 
Golden  Opportunity. 


College  was  fun,  but  you've  got 
several  student  loans  to  show  for  it. 
Why  not  consolidate  them  into  one 
manageable  monthly  payment? 

You  can  still  lock  in  a  low  fixed 
interest  rate,  protect  your- 
self from  rate  increases  and 
lower  your  monthly  note 
as  much  as  50%.  Or,  leave 
your  repayment  terms 
intact,  pay  your  loan  off 
early  and  pocket  the  inter- 
est savings.  With  no  closing  fees, 
credit  checks  or  income  verification 
required,  all  you  need  to  qualify  for 
ESF's  EZChoice  Consolidation  Loan  is 
one  or  more  student  loans  in  the 
grace  period  or  in  repayment  status. 


ESF 


EDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 

The  Planning-and-Paying-for-Collegi 
Company.™ 


What's  more,  as  the  Student  Loan 
Consolidation  Lender  of  Choice  for 
USM  Alumni,  ESF  offers  money- 
saving  borrower  benefits  to  those 
who  qualify: 

•  a  1.25%  interest  rate 
reduction  for  36  consecu- 
tive on-time  payments; 

•  a  .25%  interest  rate 
reduction  for  having  your 
monthly  loan  payment 
automatically    deducted 

from  a  bank  account.  You  owe  it 
to  yourself  to  give  us  a  call  at 
1.866.542.8033.  To  learn  more 
about  the  advantages  of  consolidat- 
ing through  ESF,  or  to  apply,  visit  us  at 
www.esfweb.com/usm.htm 


The  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  your  non-profit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  scholarships,  low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 

www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  •  Toll-free  866.542.8033 


)  2003-2006  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved.  'Benefits  available  to  alumni  of  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  who  have  an  outstanding  combined  student  loan  debt  of  $10,000  or  more. 
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GOLDEN  EAGLES  IN  GOVERNMENT: 
"SOUTHERN  MISS  WAS  MY  WEST  POINT" 

As  the  adjutant  general  of  Flonda,  Maj.  Gen.  Douglas  Burnett  72  is  accustomed  to 
planning  in  great  detail  He  supervises  the  administration,  training  and  operations  of 
the  Florida  National  Guard,  which  is  authorized  more  than  10,700  Army  and  1,900  Air 
National  Guard  personnel  with  a  full-time  workforce  of  more  than  2,000  personnel. 

GIVING  BACK:  CAMPAIGN  CONTRIBUTORS 
FIND  MOTIVATION  FROM  DIFFERENT  SOURCES 

Each  contributor  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  a  $3  million  fund-raising  effort  to 
restore  and  expand  the  home  of  the  Alumni  Association  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus, 
has  his  or  her  own  reason  for  committing  significant  personal  resources  toward  the 
project.  But  while  motivations  may  vary,  the  contributors  have  a  common  goal  -  to  see 
the  campaign  reach  its  successful  completion  by  the  end  of  the  calendar  year. 

A  CIRCULATION  BOOM 

Bill  Phalen's  name  might  not  be  as  familiar  to  Phoenix  residents  as  the  name  of  new 
Arizona  Cardinal  quarterback  Matt  Leinart,  but  his  work  certainly  is  just  as,  if  not 
more,  popular.  Phalen  is  the  owner  of  Cities  West  Publishing,  which  produces  two 
of  the  most  popular  magazines  in  the  western  United  States,  Phoenix  magazir 
Phoenix  Home  &  Garden. 

A  NEW  ERA  AT  SOUTHERN  MISS 

The  University  is  throwing  a  week-long  party  Sept.  5-9  to  celebrate  the  completion  of 
one  of  the  largest  undertakings  in  Southern  Miss  history  -  the  development  of  the  $30 
million  Thad  Cochran  Center. 

GOLDEN  EAGLE  FOOTBALL  PREVIEW 

For  the  first  time  in  three  seasons,  the  Southern  Miss  football  team,  which  finished 
2005  with  a  7-5  record  and  a  second-straight  New  Orleans  Bowl  win,  enters  a  season 
with  a  new  starting  quarterback.  Dustin  Almond,  one  of  the  best  ever  to  play  for  the 
Golden  Eagles,  has  departed.  Enter  Jeremy  Young. 


FRONT  COVER:  Pictured  are  contributors  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  at  the  Special  Gift  .. 
above.  From  left  are  Gerry  and  Thad  Waites;  Ralph  Simmons  '54;  Bonnie  '63  a  id  L 
Warren;  Lou  Ann '69,  70  and  Louis  Poynter  °1  v.  i\  «d  com- 

mitment and  Jimmy  '59  and  Jo  Waites  '55. 
Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,  SO 
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make  a  Permanent 
Connection 


Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your 
connection  with  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your 
USM-bound  children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to 
University  guidelines),  entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and 
helps  fund  programs  that  benefit  the  University  and  the  Southern 
Miss  community. 


"Southern  Miss  is  about  trans- 
forming   LIVES    THROUGH    PURPOSEFUL 

relationships.  Life  Membership  in 
our  Alumni  Association  is  one  small 
way  my  family  and  i  can  affirm  the 
immeasurable  value  this  cherished 
place  has  added  to  our  lives." 

Dr.  Joe  Paul  '75,  '78 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601.266.5013. 


HOME 


This  summer  we  were  proud  to  announce  that  we  had  surpassed  the  midpoint  of  the  $3  million  Ogletree 
House  Campaign,  a  fund-raising  effort  which  will  fund  the  complete  restoration  and  expansion  of  the  home  for 
alumni  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Let  us  be  certain,  exceeding  the  $1.5  million  mark  is  no  small  achievement, 
especially  considering  the  devastating  impact  Hurricane  Katrina  leveled  on  many  of  our  alumni.  Hurricane 
Katrina  forced  the  campaigns  suspension  for  several  months,  but  when  the  campaign  resumed  in  January, 
willing  alumni  once  again  offered  their  support  in  earnest.  The  commitment  to  the  Ogletree  House,  in  spite 
of  an  obstacle  the  magnitude  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  is  remarkable,  but  notably  not  in  the  least  bit  surprising 
as  Southern  Miss  alumni  have  repeatedly  shown  unwavering  loyalty  to  their  Alma  Mater  over  the  years.  Still, 
while  we  have  learned  to  expect  such  dedication  from  Southern  Miss  alumni  it  does  not  in  any  way  diminish 
its  impact.  Hitting  that  important  milestone  was  just  cause  for  celebration,  and  an  opportunity  to  thank  our 
campaign  committee  and  contributors  for  their  efforts. 

This  issue  of  The  Talon  features  several  of  the  most  generous  donors  to  the  campaign.  They  are  truly  dedicated 
to  this  worthwhile  effort  and  we  are  grateful  for  their  support.  As  you  will  read  their  reasons  for  contributing 
to  the  campaign  are  numerous.  Some  view  the  Ogletree  House  as  a  home  away  from  home,  a  place  that  will 
welcome  them  with  open  arms  as  they  return  to  Hattiesburg  years  after  graduation.  Others  hold  a  vision  for 
the  future,  when  this  restored  and  expanded  beautiful  campus  landmark  positions  the  Alumni  Association  to 
develop  that  loyal  supportive  alumni  base  that  will  help  carry  the  University  for  the  next  94  years.  Still  oth- 
ers were  fortunate  to  have  had  a  personal  relationship  with  the  buildings  namesake,  Powell  Ogletree,  and  his 
wife  Frances.  Their  contributions  honor  the  Ogletrees  for  the  outstanding  work  they  completed  in  support  of 
Southern  Miss  over  the  years.  Obviously,  the  Alumni  Association  would  not  be  as  successful  a  catalyst  for  the 
University  had  it  not  been  for  Powell  Ogletrees  faithful  and  dedicated  service  as  the  Associations  leader  for 
nearly  four  decades.  This  is  going  to  be  a  magnificent  facility  that  is  truly  worthy  of  his  name. 


While  we  celebrate  our  accomplishments  thus  far,  let  us  make  no  mistake  -  more  work  is  required. 

This  issue  ol  The  Talon  also  contains  information  as  to  how  you  too  can  become  involved  in  the  campaign. 
The  inserted  brochure  contains  a  short  summary  of  campaign  opportunities.  More  detailed  information  con- 
cerning the  campaign  can  be  found  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com.  As  dedicated  as  the  alumni  featured  in  this 
issue  are  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  this  campaign  cannot  be  successfully  completed  without 
your  support. 

For  many  years  Southern  Miss  has  helped  "Free  the  Power"  of  each  ol  its  individual  graduates.  Your  unique 
experience  as  a  student  likely  contributed  to  your  current  success,  in  both  career  and  in  life.  We  encourage  you 
to  discover  the  reason  you  share  love  for  Southern  Miss  with  the  alumni  featured  in  this  issue.  Perhaps  it  is 
a  former  professor  whose  knowledge  prepared  you  for  a  challenge  you  would  face  later  in  life.  Perhaps  it  is  a 
business  education  that  developed  your  entrepreneurial  spirit.  Perhaps  it  is  memories  of  a  fraternity  brother  or 
sorority  sister  who  became  a  lifelong  friend.  Whatever  the  reason,  know  that  supporting  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign  will  help  to  make  similar  experiences  available  for  the  next  generation  of  Golden  Eagles.  Know  too 
that  the  power  of  the  individual  is  magnified  exponentially  when  we  gather  for  a  common  cause. 

Time  is  ticking  down  to  become  a  part  of  this  important  campaign.  We  fully  expect  to  conclude  our  success- 
ful fund-raising  efforts  by  year's  end.  There  are  multiple  ways  to  contribute;  if  you  have  questions,  please  do  not 
hesitate  to  call  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013  or  visit  the  extensive  Ogletree  House  Campaign  section 
at  SouthernMissAlumni.com.  We  encourage  you  to  help  prepare  Southern  Miss  for  the  future  as  well  as  honor 
Powell  Ogletrees  lifetime  of  dedication  to  the  University  and  the  Alumni  Association. 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


(ZuUiAi^.Xi***'         c*^/^~- y^ 


Aubrey  Lucas 
Campaign  Co-Chair 


m> 


Lou  Ann  Poynter 
Campaign  Co-Chair 


SI  MMER  2006  5 


NEWS 


Dance  Student  Winner  of  Jack  Kent  Cooke  Scholarship 

With  only  three  years  of  dance  training,  Kelly  Bond  took  the  bold      find  difficult  to  grasp,"  Bond  said 
step  of  making  it  her  major  at  Southern  Miss.  Today,  she  is  a  profes- 
sional dancer,  choreographer  and  teacher  of  children.    She  is  also  a 
winner  of  a  Jack  Kent  Cooke  Foundation  Graduate  Scholarship. 

Bond  was  among  77  recipients  chosen  from  1,100  nominees.  The 
scholarships  cover  tuition,  board,  fees  and  books  -  up  to  $50,000 
annually  -  for  up  to  six  years  and  are  among  the  most  generous  aca- 
demic awards  offered  in  the  United  States.  The 
selection  criteria  include  academic  achievement 

and  financial  need  as  well  as  a  will  to  succeed, 

FOUNDATION 


leadership  and  community  involvement. 

Bond  intends  to  study  European  dance-theater  at  the  Laban 
Centre  in  London.  She  says  dance-theater  appeals  to  her  because  it 
is  an  amalgamation  of  dance,  theater,  music  and  other  art  forms. 

"This  integration  allows  me  to  present  information  in  a  variety  of 
ways  that  encourages  the  audience  to  form  its  own  opinions,  rather 
than  closing  their  minds  to  a  single  art  form  or  genre  that  they  may 


Eventually,  Bond  plans  to  devote  her  time  to  creating  new  work, 
but  teaching  remains  a  priority.  "I  will  also  continue  my  work  with 
students,  nurturing  their  creativity  in  movement,  providing  them 
with  insight  into  the  world  of  dance  and  helping  them  to  become 
more  intelligent  audience  members,"  she  said. 

Bond  gained  assistance  in  the  application  process  through  the  new  Office 
T  t/'t-'      t<  /^/"v/"v  of  Scholarships  at  the  University  Scholarship  Officer 

JAl^JV  IVE/IN  1    vAJUlVE     Peggy  Vamado  says  she  was  profoundly  impressed 

with  Bond  and  Sondra  Simpson,  who  also  applied 
for  the  scholarship  (each  institution  can  nominate  up 
to  two  students).  "Both  were  deserving  nominees,"  Vamado  said. 

The  scholarship  officer  said  she  was  moved  to  tears  when  view- 
ing a  DVD  of  one  of  Bonds  performances. 

"Kelly  Bond  is  the  visual  embodiment  of  a  young  woman  who 
has  pulled  herself  out  of  harsh  circumstances  to  grace  us  with  her 
art,"  Varnado  said. 


Polymer  Science  Student  Lands  2006  Goldwater  Scholarship  Award 

Neil  Treat,  a  in  science  and  mathematics  among  college 
sophomores  and  juniors. 

"Winning  the  scholarship  is  a  great  honor 
because  it  essentially  lets  me  know  that  expe- 
rienced scientists  think  I  have  what  it  takes 
to  be  at  the  top  of  my  field  in  the  future," 
said  Treat,  whose  work  recently  appeared  in 
Macromolecules,  a  premier  polymer  journal. 

Goldwater  nominees,  many  of  whom  have 
dual  majors,  were  selected  by  the  faculties 
of  their  colleges  and  universities.  It  was 
Treats  dedication  in  the  areas  of  science  and 
technology  that  grabbed  the  attention  of 
Southern  Miss  polymer  science  professor  Dr. 
Charles  McCormick. 

"I  quickly  realized  Neils  talents  in  the  laborato- 
ry and  the  classroom  and  nominated  him  for  the 
prestigious  Goldwater  Award,"  said  McCormick. 
"Neil  seems  to  especially  love  laboratory  research 
and  thrives  on  new  challenges." 


junior  majonng  in 
polymer  science, 
has  been  named  a 
2006  Goldwater 
Scholarship  recipient. 
The  Hattiesburg 
native  was  one  of  323 
students  selected  out 
of  1 ,08 1  applicants 
nationwide  to  receive 
Neil  Treat  ^  prestigious  award 

based  on  academic  merit  in  the  fields  of  math- 
ematics, science  and  engineering.  He  was  award- 
ed $7,500,  enough  to  cover  the  cost  of  tuition 
fees,  books,  and  room  and  board  for  a  year. 

Created  to  pay  tribute  to  Sen.  Barry  M. 
Goldwater  in  1986,  the  endowed  recogni- 
tion program  was  established  by  the  U.S. 
Congress  to  foster  and  encourage  excellence 


College  of  Science  and  Technology  Dean  Rex 
Gandy  said,  "Treat  is  an  outstanding  representa- 
tive of  the  college  and  the  University  and  is  richly 
deserving  of  this  award.  This  award  definitely 
speaks  to  the  high  quality  of  students  within 
the  college,  which  emphasizes  undergraduate 
research  and  community  service  in  addition  to 
academic  excellence,  and  these  are  the  attnbutes 
that  lead  to  successful  Goldwater  applicants." 

In  its  18th  year,  the  Goldwater  Scholarship 
and  Excellence  in  Education  Foundation  has 
awarded  4,885  scholarships  worth  approxi- 
mately $48  million. 

Treat  is  the  15th  Southern  Miss  student 
to  earn  a  Goldwater  Scholarship.  His  plans 
include  pursuit  of  a  doctoral  degree  in  either 
chemistry  or  chemical  engineering.  This 
summer,  he  participated  in  a  polymer  sci- 
ence undergraduate  research  program  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 


New  University  Office  to  Assist  Students  in  Scholarship  Process 


■  Peggy  Vamado  is  convinced  Southern  Miss  students  can  compete 
for  the  top  scholarships  such  as  the  Goldwater,  Marshall  and  Pdiodes 
awards.  Her  job,  as  the  University's  new  scholarship  officer,  will  be  to 
identify  potential  winners  and  assist  them  in  the  application  process. 

"These  are  among  the  most  competitive  scholarships  and  the 
application  process  must  begin  early,"  Varnado  said.  "We  have 
amazing  students  at  the  University,  but  it  takes  staff  to  help  them 
along."  Members  of  the  faculty  have  helped  to  identify  candidates 
and  serve  as  mentors,  she  said. 

Varnado,  who  began  her  position  in  January,  said  more  than  50 
students  expressed  interested  in  applying  for  a  variety  of  scholar- 
ships after  her  initial  effort  to  contact  all  students  with  3.5  grade 
point  averages  and  higher.  While  her  office  is  housed  in  the  Honors 


College,  Varnado  says  she  will  assist  any  Southern  Miss  student  inter- 
ested in  applying  for  scholarships. 

To  date,  Vamado  says  the  University  has  produced  only  one  Truman 
Scholar,  a  number  she  intends  to  change.  The  offices  first  victory  came 
in  July  when  student  Kelly  Bond  was  named  a  Jack  Kent  Cooke  Scholar. 
Bond,  a  dance  student,  will  attend  the  Laban  Centre  in  London. 

"Producing  scholarship  award  winners  has  become  an  earmark  of  the 
quality  of  a  university,"  Vamado  said.  'With  the  support  of  the  administra- 
tion, faculty  and  staff,  we're  working  to  create  a  climate  at  Southern  Miss 
where  the  pursuit  of  these  scholarships  is  nurtured.  We  have  wonderful 
students;  eventually  the  awards  will  become  a  by-product  of  the  climate." 

The  office  is  open  on  Mondays.  Students  can  reach  Varnado  at 
601.266.4263  or  peggy.varnado@usm.edu. 
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Secret  Societies  Emerge  on  Hattiesburg  Campus 

■  Two  secret  societies  have  emerged  at  the  University,  leaving  their 
marks  across  the  Hattiesburg  campus  and  making  financial  contribu- 
tions to  Southern  Miss. 

In  recent  months,  both  "The  Gold  Leaf  and  the  "Society  of  1910" 
have  announced  their  presence  but  not  revealed  their  identity. 

The  Gold  Leaf  has  on  at  least  five  occasions  contributed  $777.77  to 
different  departments  and  for  different  causes  across  campus,  including 
the  Ogletree  House  Campaign.  Each  of  the  gifts  has  been  accompanied 
by  a  letter  to  a  University  administrator  which  references  only  the 
group's  name  and  the  purpose  of  the  contact,  occasionally  sending  the 
administrator  on  a  scavenger  hunt  of  sorts  to  collect  the  contribution. 
The  letter's  return  address  lists  only  a  Hattiesburg  post  office  box. 

In  one  letter,  addressed  to  Joe  Paul,  the  University's  vice  president  of 
Student  Affairs,  the  group  writes,  "A  group  of  individuals  has  taken  an 
oath  to  commit  itself  to  the  betterment  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,"  and  instructs  Paul  to  go  to  the  seventh  floor  of  the  build- 
ing with  the  namesake  that  has  seven  letters  in  his  last  name.  There, 
under  a  water  foundation,  the  group  had  left  a  contribution  to  assist 
a  "deserving  student  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrma."  Another  letter 
thanked  University  officials  for  allowing  the  placement  of  a  marker  near 
The  Hub  and  enclosed  with  it  a  contribution  for  maintenance  of  the 
grounds  surrounding  the  marker. 

The  Society  of  1910  (the  year  of  Southern  Miss'  founding  by  legisla- 
tive act)  was  particularly  active  as  the  University  celebrated  Founders' 
Day  in  March.  That  month,  the  society  left  its  mark  on  a  number  of 
locations  across  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  The  10-yard-line  markers  of 
Eagle  Walk,  located  on  the  east  side  of  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium,  was 
preceded  with  a  "19"  written  on  poster  board.  Balloons  with  "1910" 
handwritten  were  placed  outside  the  Ogletree  House  and  a  banner 
hung  across  the  entrance  to  The  Hub  for  a  number  of  days. 

While  these  secret  societies  have  recently  emerged,  similar  organiza- 
tions are  not  new  to  the  University.  Perhaps  the  most  famous  is  the 
Blackbirds,  who  first  appeared  on  campus  in  1926.  Their  favorite 
pastime  was  defacing  sidewalks,  walls  and  especially  the  watertower 
with  their  own  peculiar  brand  of  graffiti.  At  times,  faculty  members 
were  startled  to  find  notes  in  the  pockets  of  their  sweaters  bearing  the 
signature  of  the  Blackbirds. 
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Call  1-877-654-H0PE  today  to 

open  an  insured  Hurricane  Rebuilding  CD. 

Our  homes  may  be  broken.  But  never  our  spirits.  And  the  next  step 
is  as  clear  as  the  sky  after  a  storm-rebuild.  At  HOPE,  nourishing 
businesses,  homes  and  distressed  communities  in  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi  has  been  our  mission  for  more  than  a  decade. 

In  the  wake  of  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita,  that  mission  has 
never  been  more  important.  To  make  a  difference  in  this  time 
of  need,  we  offer  the  Hurricane  Rebuilding  CD  and  several  other 
federally  insured  HOPE  products  that  allow  you  to  safely  invest  your 
resources  in  a  region  that  is  close  to  your  heart  Most  importantly, 
your  deposit  will  be  used  to  help  survivors  rebuild  their  homes, 
families  and  communities. 

We  urge  you  to  join  in  this  great  mission  today  by  calling  our  toll- 
free  number,  or  by  visiting  www.hopecu.org  and  downloading  an 
application. 


Community 
Credit  Union 


An  ECD-Sponsored  Credit  U 


This  marker  just  south  of  The  Hub  is  evidence  of  The  Gold  Leaf's  presence  on  campus. 


Working  for  you.  Working  for  your  community. 
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Record  Number  of  Students  Accept  Presidential  Scholarships 


■  A  record  number  of  incoming  students  have  accepted  Presidential 
Scholarships  from  the  University's  prestigious  Honors  College, 
according  to  Southern  Miss  officials. 

Ken  Panton,  dean  of  the  Southern  Miss  Honors  College,  said  that 
27  students  have  accepted  the  coveted  scholarships,  which  pay  for 
tuition,  textbooks,  room  and  board. 

/The  University  is  awarding  the  largest  number  of  Presidential 
Scholarships  in  its  history,  and  that  is  a  reflection  of  the  very  high 
quality  of  the  students  who  applied,"  Panton  said.  "We  are  delight- 
ed that  so  many  academically  talented  young  people  have  decided 
to  come  to  Southern  Miss,  and  we  look  forward  to  welcoming  them 
to  the  Honors  College  in  the  fall." 

The  scholarships  are  awarded  to  students  based  on  rigorous 
entrance  requirements,  including  a  score  of  at  least  30  on  the 
American  College  Test  or  designation  as  a  national  merit  semifinal- 
ist,  and  successful  completion  of  an  on-campus  panel  interview  and 
essay  competition. 

The  Honors  College  at  Southern  Miss  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
nation.  The  first  honors  classes  were  taught  in  1965  as  part  of  an 
honors  program.  The  college  was  formally  inaugurated  in  1976 
and  offers  special  opportunities  for  students  who  demonstrate  high 
academic  potential,  intellectual  curiosity  and  ambition. 

Elizabeth  Maloy  a  Presidential  Scholar  from  Long  Beach  who  plans 
to  major  in  graphic  design  at  Southern  Miss,  said  the  appeal  of  the 


Honors  College  "active"  curriculum,  which  gives  students  learning 
experiences  outside  the  classroom,  was  a  strong  selling  point  for  her. 

She  said  the  friendly  atmosphere  at  the  University  and  the  assistance 
of  the  Honors  College  Ambassadors  (Honors  College  students,  includ- 
ing Presidential  Scholars  already  enrolled  at  the  University)  also  helped 
persuade  her  to  accept  the  offer.  "The  ambassadors  gave  me  insight 
into  the  experiences  offered  through  the  Honors  College,"  Maloy  said. 
"Everyone  greeted  me  with  a  smile  and  was  beyond  helpful." 

In  addition  to  Maloy,  the  other  Presidential  Scholars  include 
Jennifer  Caitlin  Bach  of  Mobile,  Ala.;  Samuel  Paul  Bateman  of 
Hattiesburg;  Charles  Adam  Byrd  of  Brandon;  Maria  Katherine  Clapp 
of  Hattiesburg;  Sarah  Coleman  of  Silverhill;  Jesse  DiGiacomo  of  Pass 
Christian;  James  Paul  Fuqua  Jr.  of  Mobile,  Ala.;  Zacharyjoel  Gressett 
of  Brandon;  Cordelea  Ann  Haecker  of  Magee;  Corey  Alexander 
Higginbotham  of  Ocean  Springs;  Kristin  Howard  of  Biloxi;  Andrew 
Treloar  Jones  of  Hattiesburg;  Jennifer  Yasmin  Lamb  of  Brandon;  Stuart 
William  Lovinggood  of  Metairie,  La.;  Duncan  Alexander  Lutz  of 
Ellisville;  Robert  J.  Maxwell  of  New  Orleans;  Winston  Tyler  McCleery 
of  Mobile,  Ala.;  Samuel  Herbert  Muller  of  Lacombe,  La.;  Jonathan 
Stuart  Neal  of  Clinton;  William  Bradford  Nicholson  of  Clinton; 
Kyndal  Ann  Owens  of  Hattiesburg;  Adam  Benjamin  Seyfarth  of 
Hattiesburg;  Erica  Joy  Shelton  of  Moundville,  Ala.;  Caitlyne  Celeste 
Shirley  of  Clinton;  Amanda  Jean  Trulock  of  Mountain  Brook,  Ala. 
and  Madison  Anne  Walker  of  Pensacola,  Fla. 


University  Tops  State  in  Doctoral  Production 

■  Southern  Miss  awards  more  doctoral  level  degrees  than  any  other  public 
institution  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  according  to  a  report  released  by  the 
National  Opinion  Research  Center  (NORC)  at  the  University  of  Chicago. 

Overall,  357  doctorates  were  awarded  by  Mississippi's  State  Institutions 
of  Higher  Learning  in  2004,  the  most  recent  year  studied  by  the  center.  Of 
that  total,  139  were  awarded  by  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
The  University's  total  was  more  than  50  greater  than  the  second-most 
awarded  in  the  state  -  85  by  Mississippi  State  University. 

The  survey,  conducted  under  the  direction  of  a  number  of  federal 
agencies,  including  the  Department  of  Education,  reported  on  doctor- 
ates granted  in  16  major  fields  of  study.  Of  note,  Southern  Miss  was  the 
only  Mississippi  institution  to  award  doctoral  degrees  in  all  16  fields. 

"The  data  confirms  the  world-class  stature  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  its  faculty,  staff  and  students,"  University  President 
Shelby  Thames  said.  "To  confer  Ph.D.  degrees  on  139  individuals  in  one 
year  is  an  impressive  feat.  The  doctoral  degrees  awarded  clearly  show  the 
breadth  of  graduate  education  at  Southern  Miss.  Furthermore,  these  data 
confirm  that  20  percent  of  engineers  earning  Ph.D.'s  in  Mississippi  were 
Southern  Miss  graduates.  This  intensity  of  education  and  the  impressive 
efforts  of  our  faculty  to  secure  external  research  dollars  to  support  our 
graduate  education  define  the  culture  of  academic  excellence  at  Southern 
Miss.  I  am  proud  of  our  great  University,  the  depth  of  our  academic  tradi- 
tion and  very  proud  of  the  students  we  serve." 

By  field,  Southern  Miss  awarded  53  doctorates  in  education,  which 
matched  the  combined  totals  of  Mississippi  State  University  and  the 
University  of  Mississippi;  16  doctorates  in  psychology,  more  than  half  of 
Mississippi's  total  of  3 1 ;  12  in  chemistry,  again  more  than  half  of  the  state's 
total  (22);  and  10  in  biological  /  biomedical  sciences.  Southern  Miss,  by 
percentage,  granted  40  percent  of  the  physics  /  astronomy  doctorates. 


Sumrall  Framing  &  Printing,  located  in 
Sumrall,  Mississippi,  along  with  its 
marketing  aim,  Art  with  Flair  has  the 
experience  and  expertise  to  handle  youi 
framing  and  fine  art  printing.  We 
are  trusted  by  museums  and 
collectors  nationwide.  Sumrall 
Framing  &  Printing  also  has  fine 
gifts  including  Arthur  Court  Serve 
Wear,  unique  pottery  by  Mississippi 
artisans  and  beautiful  photo  frames. 

Visit  our  web  site, 
www.artwithflair.com,  to  view  some 
of  the  best  art  the  south  has  to 
offer. 
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University  Reaches  $100  Million  Milestone 

■  The  University  has  reached  a  significant  milestone  in  efforts  to 
increase  support  for  research  activities  as  it  has  surpassed  the  $100- 
million  mark  in  external  funding. 

As  the  books  were  closed  on  the  2005-06  fiscal  year  June  30, 
external  research  dollars  reached  $102  million  for  the  first  time  in  the 
University's  history. 

"The  effort  of  our  faculty  to  secure  external  research  dollars  to  sup- 
port our  educational  enterprise  is  impressive  and  defines  the  culture 
of  academic  excellence  at  Southern  Miss.  I  am  proud  of  our  great 
university  the  depth  of  our  academic  tradition  and  very  proud  of  the 
students  we  serve,"  said  Shelby  Thames,  University  president. 

The  increase  represents  a  43  percent  increase  from  the  $71.3  million 
recorded  in  2005.  Since  2000,  external  research  funding  has  increased 
each  year. 

External  research  funding  amounts  listed  are  recorded  at  the  end  of 
each  fiscal  year  ending  June  30:  2000  -  $40.1  million;  2001  -  $50.1 
million;  2002  -  $62.6  million;  2003  -  $67.1  million;  2004  -  $69  mil- 
lion; 2005  -  $71.3  million;  and  2006  -  $102  million. 

Approximately  two-thirds  of  the  University's  external  research 
funding  comes  via  competitive  grants  from  prestigious  agencies  like 
the  National  Science  Foundation  and  the  National  Institutes  of  Health 
and  many  others.  This  process  is  through  written  proposals  and  a  peer 
review  system.  The  other  portion  of  this  funding  is  congressionally 
directed,  or  earmarked,  through  line  items  in  the  federal  budget  and 
must  be  renewed  through  the  budget  process  with  support  of  the 
state's  congressional  delegation  in  Washington,  D.C. 

"We've  had  some  very  good  competitive  hits  this  year.  This  money  funds 
the  entire  research  enterprise  that  includes  equipment,  faculty  and  student 
support,  and,  overall,  helps  us  have  a  very  competitive  educational  program," 
said  Cecil  Burge,  vice  president  for  research  and  economic  development. 

The  College  of  Science  and  Technology  led  all  University  units  with 
just  over  $41  million  in  total  external  research  funding.  The  college 
comprises  16  departmental  areas  located  in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  Other  University  areas  also  are  making  strides 
as  well,  including  biological  sciences;  anthropology  and  sociology; 
and  human  performance  and  recreation. 
Closing  the  Funding  Gap 

Not  unlike  universities  across  the  country,  Southern  Miss  has  had  to 
explore  additional  funding  avenues  in  the  face  of  smaller  state  appro- 
priations for  higher  education.  External  funding  currently  makes  up 
about  40  percent  of  the  University's  income  while  tuition  and  state 
appropriations  make  up  the  remaining  60  percent,  said  Burge. 

"Twenty-five  years  ago,  the  state  of  Mississippi  provided  80  percent  of 
Southern  Miss  funding;  today  it  is  less  than  25  percent,"  says  Burge. 

"During  the  past  five  years  we've  tripled  the  size  of  our  research 
enterprise  to  the  point  that  now  our  research  enterprise  provides  more 
funding  than  the  state  does.  If  the  research  enterprise  were  an  industry 
unto  itself,  it  would  comprise  a  payroll  of  $60  million  for  more  than 
700  people  with  no  pollution,  and  all  within  a  public  institution." 

Burge  points  to  several  areas  of  research  in  particular  which  arc 
multi-million  dollar  enterprises  -  polymers  and  high  performance 
materials  ($10  million),  marine  aquaculture  at  Gulf  Coast  Research 
Laboratory  ($15  million),  and  ocean  observation  systems  at  Stennis 
Space  Center  ($15  million). 
Making  Research  and  Innovation  a  Business 

The  ability  to  create  knowledge  that  leads  to  innovations  in  the 
workplace,  and,  ultimately,  to  foster  partnerships  with  new  eompa- 


Mohamed  0.  ElasH,  assistant  professor  of  biological  sciences,  left,  works  on  a  variety  of 
externally  funded  research  projects  with  both  graduate  and  undergraduate  students. 

nies  is  critical  to  USM's  ability  to  contribute  to  the  economic  well- 
being  of  the  state,  said  Thames. 

By  leveraging  its  expertise  in  key  areas,  Thames  says  the  University 
is  aggressively  seeking  partnerships  with  the  private  sector,  which  will 
ultimately  contribute  to  the  economic  well-being  of  Mississippi. 

Workisunderwayona$30millionlnnovationand  Commercialization 
Park  that  will  capitalize  on  economic  growth  by  creating  laboratories 
for  joint  University  and  industry  projects  that  turn  research  into  mar- 
ketable products.  The  400-acre  site  is  located  near  Classic  Drive  in 
Hattiesburg.  Burge  expects  ground  breaking  on  the  park's  first  build- 
ing sometime  next  spring. 

Burge  said  that  the  University  has  talked  to  nearly  40  companies  in 
the  past  year  about  potential  partnerships. 

Burge  adds,  "We  are  trying  to  build  an  innovation  continuum 
where  we  have  a  hand  in  training  students  to  do  research,  starting 
companies,  and  then  helping  them  expand  here  in  Mississippi." 

"More  research  funding  allows  us  to  provide  a  participative  learn- 
ing environment  for  students,  and  it  serves  as  a  catalyst  in  making  us 
more  competitive  for  the  future,"  said  Thames. 


External  Research  Funding  at  Southern  Miss 
$102  million 


$71.3  million- 
$69  million— 
$67.1  million— 

$62.6  million- 

$50.1  million- 
$40.1  million- 
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Presented  by 

Sponsored  by  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association 

Friday,   October    I  3   •    I  2:30   p.m. 


^Shadow Ridgp 


Visit   our   web   site   at   www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 

or    call   60  1.266.50  1  3    for    more 

information   and    registration. 


Make  the  most  of  your  Homecoming 

2006  weekend  by  participating  in 

the  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 


Tournament.  This  tournament  has  all  the 


makings  of  a  perfect  golf  event:  a  great 

course,  fellowship  with  other  Golden  Eagle 

faithful,  and  a  worthy  cause.  The  proceeds 

will  benefit  the  USMAA  Legacy  Fund, 

which  has  been  created  to  provide  future 

scholarships  for  the  children  of  alumni. 


COMPLETE   AND    RETURN    THIS    FORM    TO: 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  -118  College  Drive  #5013  •  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 


Team   Contact: 
E-Mail: 


Phone: 
Fax: 


Address: 


Team    Members 


Address 


Phone 


No.  of  Players  x  $  125  =  $ . 


.  No.  of  Mulligan  Package x  $10  =  $_ 


Payment  Method:  □  Check  □  Cash  □  Credit  (MC  or  Visa)  QCash 

Credit  Card  No. Exp.  Date:. 

Name  on  Card 


Make  Checks  Payable  to  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 


HCP/AVG 


EVENTS 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni  a 
usm.edu,  or  call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless 
otherwise  noted.  For  information  on  tickets,  call  601.266.5418,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


SEPTEMBER 


Lady  Eagle  Soccer  vs.  Murray  State 

•  USM  Soccer  and  Track  Complex 

•  4  p.m. 

Southern  Miss  Football 
at  Florida  •  5  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Soccer  vs. 

Louisiana  Tech  •  USM  Soccer  and 

Track  Complex  •  1  p.m 

Thad  Cochran  Center  Ribbon 
Cutting  •  Thad  Cochran  Center 
Main  Entrance  •  11:30  a.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs.  South 
Alabama  •  Payne  Center  •  7  p.m. 

Southern  Miss  Football  vs. 
Southeastern  Louisiana  •  6  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs.  UCF  •  Payne 
Center  •  7  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs.  Troy  •  Payne 
Center  •  2  p.m. 

Southern  Miss  Football 
vs.  North  Carolina  State 

•  6  p.m. 


§ 


17 

Lady  Eagle  Soccer  vs.  LSU  •  USM 
Soccer  and  Track  Complex  •  2  p.m. 

6 

20 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs.  UNO  • 
Payne  Center  •  7  p.m. 

8 

22 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs.  Tulsa  • 
Payne  Center  •  7  p.m. 

26 

Southern  Miss  Football  at 
UCF  •  6:30  p.m. 

12- 
Nov.  17 

28,29 

Southern  Opera  and  Musical 
Theatre  Company  presents 

13 

Godspell  •  I  had 
Cochran  Center 
Ballroom 

13 

OCTOBE 

1 

Southern  Opera  and  Musical 
Theatre  Company  presents  Godspell 
•  Thad  Cochran  Center  Ballroom 

13 

3 

Southern  Miss  Football  at  Tulsa  • 
6:30  p.m. 

14 

5-15 

Theatre  presents  Flaming  Guns  of 
the  Purple  Sage  •  Martha  R.  Tatum 
Theatre 

14 

SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  YOUR  ALMA  MATER? 
TEST  YOUR  KNOWLEDGE  TO  FIND  OUT 


Since  1912,  when  Southern  Miss  first  admitted 
students,  the  institution  has  been  known  under 
four  different  names.  It  was  not  until  1962, 
when  it  became  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  as  it  is  presently  known.  Can  you 
recall  the  names  of  the  institution  during  the 
time  periods  listed  below? 


1912-1924 
1924-1940 
1940-1962 


Lady  Eagle  Soccer  vs  UAB  •  USM 
Soccer  and  Track  Complex  •  4  p.m 

Lady  Eagle  Soccer  vs.  Memphis  • 
USM  Soccer  and 

Track  Complex  •    E^£J]^/A\ 
1  p.m. 

Southern  Miss  Museum  of  Art 
presents  Myth  of  Romance.  Mitchell 
Gaudet  Glass  exhibition 

8th  Annual  Shell  Finish  Line  / 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
Golf  Tournament  •  Shadow  Ridge 
Golf  Club  •  12:30  p.m. 

Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Banquet  • 
Southern  Oaks  House  and  Garden 
•  6:30  p.m. 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs.  East 
Carolina  •  Payne  Center  •  7  p.m. 

2006  Alumni  Association  Awards 
Brunch  and  Business  Meeting  • 
Thad  Cochran  Center  •  11  a.m. 


Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs.  Marshall 
Payne  Center  •  1  p.m 

Lady  Eagle  Volleyball  vs. 
Southeastern  Louisiana  •  Payne 
Center  •  7  p.m 

2006  EAGLE  LANDINGS 


Southern  Miss 
Football  vs.  Houston  •  6  p.m. 


Brought  to  you  by 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club    Sltadow  Ridge 

September  2  •  Gainesville,  Fla. 
Southern  Miss  vs.  Florida 

Location:  Across  the  street  from  the  main 

entrance  to  the  stadium 

Menu:  Barbeque 

Time:  Tailgaiting  starts  at  3:30  p.m.,  with 

kickoff  set  for  6  p.m. 

November  11  •  New  Orleans,  La. 

Southern  Miss  vs.  Tulane 

Location:  Top  level  of  the  northeast  parking 

garage  of  the  Superdome 

Menu:  Hamburgers  /  Cash  Bar 

Time:  Tailgating  starts  10:30  a.m.,  with 

kickoff  set  for  1  p.m. 

For  more  information,  contact  Dawn  Smith 
at  dawn.smith@usm.edu  or  601.266.4218. 


The  Southern 
Quarterly 

A  Journal  of  the  Arts  in  the  South 

Published  by  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

since  1962,  we  are  committed  to  the  interdisciplinary 

study  of  southern  culture  through  reasoned 

consideration  of  the  arts. 
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"Southern  Miss  Was 
r    My  West  point" 

University  Made  the  Difference  for  Florida's  Adjutant  General 


As  the  adjutant  general  of  Florida,  Maj.  Gen.  Douglas  Burnett  72 
is  accustomed  to  planning  in  great  detail.  He  supervises  the  adminis- 
tration, training  and  operations  of  the  Florida  National  Guard,  which 
is  authorized  more  than  10,700  Army  and  1,900  Air  National  Guard 
personnel  with  a  full-time  workforce  of  more  than  2,000  personnel. 
Certainly,  the  decisions  he  makes  in  his  position  help  to  save  lives  and 
protect  property. 

He  suggests,  however,  a  simple  plan  he  jotted  down  on  a  legal  pad 
some  three  decades  ago  was  of  critical  importance  as  well. 

"One  hot  summer  day,  I  sat  down  and  planned  out  my  life  for  the 
future,"  he  said.  "Attend  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Get 
involved  in  anything  on  campus  where  there  was  a  fit.  Study  hard. 
Meet  a  girl  from  a  small  town  in  Mississippi.  Get  accepted  into  U.S. 
Air  Force  pilot  training  and  fly  jet  fighters."  He  notes  "the  girl  from 
Mississippi"  plan  even  included  that  the  girl  should  be  a  business 
major  (since  he  grew  up  in  a  manufacturing  business)  and  a  graduate 
student. 

With  his  plan  perfected,  Burnett  took  to  the  task  of  accomplish- 
ing the  goals  he  had  set  for  himself.  Shortly  after  graduating  from 
Landon  High  School  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  he  began  his  military  career 
by  enlisting  in  the  Florida  Air  National  Guard.  He  attended  Air  Force 
Electronics  School  at  Keesler  Air  Force  Base,  where  he  met  James 
Bynum  '69,  who  had  attended  Southern  Miss  and  was  serving  in  the 
Mississippi  National  Guard. 

"I  remember  him  telling  me,  'You  have  got  to  visit  Southern,' 
Burnett  said.  "We  soon  drove  to  Hattiesburg.  I  was  immediately 
impressed  with  the  campus,  the  southern  architecture  of  the  build- 
ings and  the  students  on  campus.  They  were  smart  dressers  and  nice 
people  to  be  around.  The  ladies  were  very  pretty  as  well.  The  experi- 
ence became  the  foundation  of  my  plan  for  the  future." 

After  electronics  school,  Burnett  returned  to  Jacksonville  to  work  at 
his  father's  manufacturing  plant  and  occupied  his  free  time  drag  rac- 
ing automobiles  and  boats.  It  would  not  be  long  however  before  his 
attention  turned  to  returning  to  Hattiesburg. 

Burnett  attempted  to  enroll  at  Southern  Miss  in  1966  and  leav- 
ing nothing  to  chance,  he  visited  Aubrey  Lucas,  who  served  as  the 
University's  director  of  admissions  and  registrar  before  becoming 
president  a  decade  later.  "I  wanted  to  personally  appear  before  the 
director  of  admissions  to  ensure  he  knew  how  much  I  wanted  to 
attend  Southern."  Burnett  was  accepted,  and  today  he  calls  the 
University  his  "service  school." 

"It  was  my  West  Point,"  he  said.  "Most  of  my  professors  in  busi- 
ness (his  major  was  business  administration)  had  some  association 
with  the  military  in  their  past.  I  really  worked  hard  for  these  terrific 
leaders  and  professors.  (University  President)  Dr.  (William)  McCain 
was  a  major  general  in  the  Mississippi  Guard  and  when  I  first  came 


to  Southern,  I  went  to  see  him  and  told  him  why  I  was  there  -  get  a 
degree,  marry  a  girl  from  Mississippi,  and  fly  the  F-102.  I  also  told 
him  if  there  was  any  work  for  which  he  needed  volunteers,  I  was 
available." 

Burnett  quickly  took  an  active  role  on  campus.  He  was  elected 
president  of  Elam  Arms  dormitory  and  joined  Kappa  Alpha  Fraternity. 
While  at  Southern  Miss  he  met  his  future  wife,  Judith  Ann  Jones  '66, 
'67.  The  couple  now  has  been  married  37  years  and  they  have  one 
son,  a  daughter  and  three  grandchildren. 

With  part  of  his  plan  implemented,  he  refocused  on  his  military 
career.  He  received  a  direct  commission  in  February  1969  and  attend- 
ed Undergraduate  Pilot  Training  School  at  Randolph  Air  Force  Base, 
Texas.  After  earning  his  wings  in  June  1970,  he  attended  the  F-102 
Combat  Crew  Training  School  at  Ellington  Air  Force  Base,  Texas.  The 
training  required  "twice  the  work  as  undergraduate  training,"  Burnett 
said.  Also  there  at  the  time  was  a  young  lieutenant  named  George 
W  Bush. 

"We  both  had  the  same  instructor  pilot  and  lived  in  the  same  apart- 
ment complex,"  Burnett  said.  "I  had  just  gotten  married  a  few  days 
before  entering  pilot  training  and  he  was  a  bachelor,  so  our  social 
lives  were  somewhat  different.  He  was  a  terrific  pilot  who  was  well- 
respected  by  the  maintenance  crews." 


"SOUTHERN  MISS  WAS  MY  SERVICE 
SCHOOL.  IT  WAS  MY  WEST  POINT." 

-  Maj.  Gen.  Doug  Burnett, 
Adjutant  General  of  Florida 


Burnett  then  spent  the  next  three  years  flying  full-time  in  the  Air 
Guards  North  American  Air  Defense  mission  of  air  sovereignty.  He 
was  dual  qualified  in  both  military  fighter  and  transport  aircraft  in 
addition  to  flying  commercially  with  Pan  American  World  Airways 
and  United  Airlines  until  1996.  Despite  his  commercial  experience, 
Burnett  recognized  his  calling  was  the  National  Guard.  He  held  sev- 
eral positions  at  the  125lh  Fighter  Wing  and  at  the  state  headquarters 
before  Governor  Jeb  Bush  named  him  commander  of  the  Florida 
National  Guard  in  2001.  He  was  appointed  adjutant  general  on  Nov. 
3,2001. 

Burnett  said  the  events  of  Sept.  1 1  that  year  changed  the  National 
Guard  from  a  "force  in  reserve"  to  a  "force  in  being."  "Changing  from 
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Even  during  a  training  session,  Maj.  Gen.  Doug  Burnett's  Southern  Miss  class  ring  can  be  found  on  his  right  hand. 


a  strategic  reserve  to  an  operational  force  became  a 
16-hour-a-dayjob,  almost  seven  days  a  week,"  he 
said.  "Guard  members  across  America  have  been 
called  to  go  in  harm's  way  to  defend  freedom. 

"In  Florida,  we  have  not  only  responded  to  the 
war  on  terrorism,  but  in  the  past  two  years,  have 
mobilized  thousands  of  Florida  Guard  members 
in  response  to  the  needs  of  our  citizens  in  the 
aftermath  of  eight  hurricanes,"  he  added. 

Still,  Burnett  says  he  enjoys  his  chosen  occupa- 
tion and  is  grateful  to  the  role  that  Southern  Miss 
played  in  his  path. 

"My  career  has  been  one  of  immense  pleasure 
serving  the  National  Guard,"  he  said.  "However, 
the  most  important  part  of  my  life  outside  the 
National  Guard,  and  the  time  I  cherish  most,  is 
my  time  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
It  is  a  great  school,  with  great  students,  and  great 
professors.   It  made  the  difference  for  me." 
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Association  Announces  Staff  Additions 


The  Alumni  Association  has  welcomed  a  num- 
ber of  new  staff  additions  who  will  work  to  better 
serve  its  members  and  the  University. 

Kristy  McGehee,  a  Purvis  resident  who  earned 
a  masters  degree  from  Southern  Miss  in  2006,  has 
been  hired  as  the  manager  of  constituent  services. 
McGehee  replaces  Dawn  Smith,  who  has  taken 
over  the  role  of  manager  of  programs.  Previously, 
McGehee  was  a  third  grade  teacher  at  Como 
Elementary  School  in  the  North  Panola  School 
District.  As  manager  of  constituent  services, 
she  will  serve  as  the  Associations  primary  field 
representative  and  as  advisor  for  The  Legacy,  the 
student  alumni  association.  Smith,  who  joined 
the  Associations  staff  in  2002,  will  now  serve 
as  the  primary  event  planner  and  manager. 
She  will  plan  and  coordinate  a  majority  of  the 
Association's  external  functions,  including  Eagle  Landing  tailgating 
events,  reunions  and  Homecoming  festivities.  She  is  a  1995  gradu- 
ate of  Southern  Miss. 

Data  entry  specialist  Judy  Barnes  also   joins  the  Associations 
staff.    Her  primary  focus  is  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  Alumni 


Judy  Barnes 


Associations  database,  issuing  reports  compiled  from  the  database 
and  contributing  to  membership  benefit  fulfillment.  Previously, 
Barnes  was  employed  by  the  USM  Credit  Union.  Managing  the  new 
Ogletree  Society  Program  is  Kristi  Nobles,  a  Petal  native  with  a  bach- 
elor of  science  degree  from  the  University.  Most  recently,  Nobles 
worked  as  a  community  relations  representative  for  United  Blood 
Services  in  Hattiesburg.  The  Ogletree  Society  is  a  groundbreaking 
program  of  the  Association  which  offers  alumni  age  75  to  85  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  financial  contribution  to  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign  by  purchasing  a  life  insurance  policy  through  the  Alumni 
Association.  Although  operating  from  the  Ogletree  House,  Nobles  is 
employed  by  Endowment  For  the  21st  Century. 

Sylvia  Foxworth  begins  her  work  as  the  technology  business 
analyst  for  contributor  relations.  While  this  newly-created  position 
is  housed  in  the  Alumni  Associations  Ogletree  House  and  reports 
directly  to  the  Associations  associate  director  for  internal  opera- 
tions, Foxworth  will  work  in  support  of  the  Foundation  and  the 
Eagle  Club  as  well.  Foxworth,  who  was  most  recently  employed 
by  Relian  Technology  in  Laurel,  will  assist  and  give  technical  sup- 
port to  contributor  relations  personnel  and  act  as  a  liason  between 
contributor  relations  departments  and  information  technology  at 
the  University. 


Join  the  Alumni 

Association  as  it  leads 

the  way  to  two  road 

games  in  2006. 


Florida  -  Gainesville,  Fla., 
Saturday,  Sept.  2 
Stephen  O'Connell  Center 
Tailgating  starts  at  3:30  p.m.  EST 
Kickoff  is  set  for  6  p.m.  EST 

Tulane  -  New  Orleans,  La., 

Saturday,  Nov.  1 1 

Top  level  of  the   northeast  parking 

garage,  Superdome 

Tailgating  starts  at  10:30  a.m. 

Kickoff  is  set  for  1  p.m. 


Visit  the  Upcoming  Events  section 

of  SouthernMissAlumni.com  or  call 

601 .266.5013  for  more  information. 

Cost  is  $5  per  person. 


The  2006  Eagle  Landings 

are  brought  to  you  by 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club. 


Shadow  Ridge 


Strategic  Overview  Takes  Association 
to  the  Next  Decade 


SOUTHERN 

MISSISSIPPI 

•ALUMNI- 


The  Associations  Board  of  Directors  has 
approved  an  update  of  the  organization's  Strategic 
Overview  document,  which  now  outlines  its 
goals  and  mission  through  2010.  The  overview 
is  intended  to  foster  discussion  at  the  Executive 
Committee  and  Board  of  Directors  level  to  move 
the  Association  to  heightened  levels  of  operation 
and  success. 

In  an  effort  to  move  beyond  the  single -year  planning  mode  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  an  Executive  Strategic  Planning  Group  comprised 
of  Rex  Kelly,  Danny  Mitchell,  Rosemary  Aultman  and  Bob  Pierce  was 
formed  in  2004  to  discuss  long-term  strategic  initiatives.  The  group 
included  the  scheduled  leadership  of  the  Association  for  the  approach- 
ing three-year  span  in  an  effort  to  evaluate  the  mission,  goals,  objectives 
and  programming  of  the  organization  over  a  long-term  perspective. 
This  would  allow  each  succeeding  president  the  option  to  build  on  the 
successes  of  the  former  administration.  The  recent  update  is  an  exten- 
sion of  the  work  done  by  the  original  planning  group. 

The  overview  includes  four  areas  of  focus:  Revenue  Enhancement 
and  Alignment,  Membership  Involvement  and  Participation,  Resource 
Allocation  and  Maximization  and  Organization  Positioning  and 
Branding. 


"  ij^  To  view  the  Strategic  Overview,  visit 

www.SouthernMissAtumni.com 

•  About  Us 

•  Strategic  Overview 
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Association  Announces  2006  Class  of  Legacy  Scholars 

Alumni  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  often  boast  of  the  institutions  tre- 
mendous history  as  it  approaches  100  years  since  its  establishment  in  1910. 

If  the  2006  class  of  Legacy  Scholars  is  indicative  of  today's  students,  however,  the 
future  will  certainly  only  add  to  the  institutions  magnificent  past. 

For  the  third  consecutive  year,  five  $1,000  scholarships  have  been  awarded  to  the 
children  and  grandchildren  of  Southern  Miss  graduates  who  are  active  members  of  the 
Alumni  Association.  The  recipients  -  all  members  of  the  2006  freshman  class  -  hold 
a  mean  grade  point  average  of  3.81  and  ACT  score  of  28.  They  were  chosen  based  on 
academic  performance,  extracurricular  activities  and  community  involvement. 

The  2006  class  includes  Jared  Lex  Cobb  of  Hattiesburg,  Nathaniel  Grey  Jones  of 
Tupelo,  Ashleigh  Claire  Kellogg  of  Long  Beach,  Amanda  Leigh  Manning  of  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.,  and  Kellis  Lee  McSparrin  of  Clinton. 

"The  Legacy  Scholars  is  a  program  which  I  am  most  proud  that  the  Alumni  Association 
orchestrates  on  an  annual  basis,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
"We  began  awarding  Legacy  Scholarships  two  years  ago,  which  means  that  this  class  represents 
a  total  of  $15,000  in  scholarships  over  the  short  life  of  the  program.  Plus,  the  number  and 
amount  of  scholarships  are  going  to  continually  grow  as  we  move  forward  into  the  future." 

Applicants  for  Legacy  Scholarships  must  be  the  children  or  grandchildren  of  a 
Southern  Miss  graduate  who  is  an  active  member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  be  eligible 
for  admission  to  Southern  Miss  as  a  freshman,  and  enroll  full  time  for  the  upcoming 
fall  semester.  Applications  must  be  submitted  each  year  by  March  15  to  the  Alumni 
Association  office.  The  scholarship  program  is  funded  in  part  by  support  from  the  Shell 
Finish  Line  Golf  Tournament  held  each  year  at  Homecoming.  This  years  tournament 
will  be  held  Friday,  Oct.  13,  at  Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Course  in  Hattiesburg. 

Biographical  information  on  2006  recipients  include 

•  Jared  Lex  Cobb 
Cobb  is  a  4.0  student  with  a  29  ACT  score  from  Forrest  County  Agricultural  High 

School  (FCAHS).  He  plans  on  studying  nursing.  At  FCAHS,  Cobb  was  the  recipient 
of  several  academic  awards.  He  is  active  in  his  church  and  community,  volunteers  at 
Forrest  General  Hospital,  and  is  an  Eagle  Scout. 

•  Nathaniel  Grey  Jones 
Jones  is  a  3.85  student  with  a  27  ACT  score  from  Tupelo  High  School.   He  plans  on 

studying  premed  /  biological  sciences.  Jones  was  active  with  extracurricular  activities  in 
high  school.  He  is  active  in  his  church  and  community,  worked  with  a  Hurricane  Katrina 
relief  team,  and  is  an  Eagle  Scout. 

•  Ashleigh  Claire  Kellogg 
Kellogg  is  a  4.0  student  with  a  29  ACT  score  from  Long  Beach  High  School  who  plans 

on  pursuing  an  international  studies  degree.  She  was  a  Who's  Who  Among  America's  High 
School  Students  and  was  involved  with  many  extracurricular  activities  in  high  school. 
Kellogg  was  a  volunteer  for  the  Hurricane  Katrina  Relief  Center  and  the  Red  Cross. 

•  Amanda  Leigh  Manning 
Manning  is  a  3.2  student  with  a  26  ACT  score  from  Blackman  High  School  who  plans 

on  studying  political  science.  She  was  active  with  her  high  school  dance  team,  was  a 
volunteer  at  the  Alvin  C.  York  Veterans  Hospital,  and  is  active  in  her  church. 

•  Kellis  Lee  McSparrin 
McSparrin  is  a  4.0  student  with  a  29  ACT  score  from  Clinton  High  School.   She  plans 

on  studying  English  and  dance.  McSparrin  was  active  in  her  high  school  student  coun- 
cil and  belonged  to  many  extracurricular  and  academic  clubs.  She  was  the  2006  Clinton 
Junior  Miss,  volunteered  with  the  American  Heart  Association  and  the  Make-A-Wish 
Foundation  of  Mississippi,  and  was  a  Wlw's  Who  Among  America's  High  School  Students. 


^  More  information  on  the  Legacy  Scholars 
Program  can  be  found  at 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 

•  Awards  /  Scholarships 

•  Legacy  Scholars  Program 


Kellis  Lee  McSparrin 
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New  Life 

Members 

Ronnie  Lee  Crane 

Robert  Orr 

Joseph  &  Peggy  Helton 

Mandy  Montgomery  Pope 

Kelsey  LyN  Meeks 

Aaron  &  Jennifer  Boucher 

Michael  &  MarChelle  Pace 

Sandra  Purvis  Russell 

Vincent  &  Sandra  Jefferson 

Mary  Beth  Kynerd 

Richard  R  Moore 

Kenneth  &  Cheryl  Johnston 

Scott  Alan  Leslie 

Valeria  C.  Johnson 

Jewel  Renee  Williams 

Robert  I.  Abbay,  III 

NLchael  &  Catherine  Strahan 

Dr.  Ivan  Garcia 

Joseph  &  Polly  Sowell 

Martha  B.  Polk 

Cecil  Simmons 

John  Charles  Piper,  Jr. 

Penny  D.  Isgar 

Dr.  Steve  L.  Chouteau 

Richard  &  Lynn  Davis 

Ken  &  Carolyn  Shearer 

Steven  Vanderford 

Bobby  Posey,  Sr. 

Jim  Flarity 

Dick  &  Diane  Berry 

Regenia  Shearrill 

Martha  Ramsey  Banks 

TerranceJ.  Silva 

Florence  Harkins  Henley 

Thomas  Dickerson 

Susan  Grantham 

Norman  W  Jarvis 

Thomas  V  Melton,  Jr. 

Eric  James 

Mark  Solomon,  Sr. 

Homer  &  Billie  Sullivan 

Dick  &  Debbie  Vogel 

Harry  M.  Walker 

William  M.  Daly 

Nicholas  &  Wanda  Haas 

Becky  Sue  Fitch 

Michael  &  Cynthia  Townsend 

Bobby  &  Julie  Banks 

Michael  &  Kathryn  Hewes 

Jody  Brian  Martin 

Amy  Formby  MacDougall 

Dr.  Michael  T  McDonald 

David  &  Virginia  McKellar 

Wesley  &  Lillian  Breland 

A.C.  &  Malva  Bilbo 

Robert  V  Abbey 

Ken  &  Sharon  Valverde 

Meredith  &  Jessica  Smith 

Al  &  Jacqueline  Gordy 

Johnson  S.  Shaw,  Jr. 

Lavelle  &  Paulette  Watts 

Basil  &  Rebecca  Smith 

Marvin  &  Betty7  Breazeale 

Thomas  E.  Goodwin 

Leonard  &  Pam  Busby 

Dr.  John  W  Wester 

Danny  &  Shelley  Myers 

Karen  Perry  Reynolds 

Drs.  Tom  &  Emily  Collins 

Alex  &  Jerry  Roberts 

Robert  &  Susan  Riley 

Richard  D.  Hudson 

Loren  &  Dana  Monk 

Michael  L.  McCarty 

Leslie  R.  Levens,  Jr. 

Dr.  Raygene  Paige 

Rachel  Chambliss  Nix 

Barbara  J.  Cannette 

Marta  R.  Cameron 

Jimmie  Evans 

Anne  Elizabeth  Gallagher 

Michael  Jay  Yarbrough 

Edward  &  Cathy  Walker 

Amanda  Sproles  Dann 

Melissa  Anderson-Hudson 

Dennis  &  Kathy  Malone 

Michael  Blaine  McMahan 

Rita  Denise  McLeod 

SOUTHERNMSS.NET 


Association,  Megagate  Launch  SouthemMiss.net 

The  Alumni  Association 
has  reached  an  agreement 
with  Hattiesburg-based 
telecommunications  com- 
pany Megagate  that  will 
allow  Mississippi  residents  an  opportunity  to  order  Internet  service  with  a 
Southern  Miss  affinity  while  at  the  same  time  benefiting  the  Association. 

Alumni,  friends,  faculty,  students  and  fans  of  the  University  who  live 
in  the  state  will  be  able  to  order  a  number  of  services  through  Megagate, 
including  dial-up  Internet  service.  Also  available  are  SouthernMiss.net 
e-mail  addresses  and  Eagle  VoIP  VoIP  (Voice  over  Internet  Protocal)  is 
a  technology  that  allows  the  user  to  make  telephone  calls  using  a  broad- 
band Internet  connection  instead  of  a  regular  phone  line.  A  portion  of 
all  sales  will  benefit  the  Alumni  Association.  As  Megagates  operations 
expand,  the  service  will  be  extended  to  areas  outside  of  Mississippi. 

The  services  coincide  with  the  launch  of  SouthernMiss.net,  an  Internet 
portal  through  which  SouthernMiss.net  dial-up  Internet  users  will  access 
the  web.  The  portal  will  contain  links  to  national  news  and  sports  head- 
lines, as  well  as  University  and  Alumni  Association  news  and  Golden 
Eagle  athletics. 

"SouthernMiss.net  will  provide  an  avenue  for  Golden  Eagles  to  access 
the  Internet,  and  help  direct  users  to  the  other  web  services  already 
provided  by  the  University  and  Alumni  Association,"  said  Bob  Pierce, 
executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association.  "SouthernMiss.net  is  one 
more  way  for  alumni,  friends  and  Golden  Eagle  fans  to  demonstrate  their 
loyalty  to  the  University." 

For  ordering  information,  contact  Megagate  at  601.450.5000  or  visit 
SouthernMiss.net. 


Summer  Events  Attract  Hundreds 

Alumni  Association  summer  events  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast,  in  Jackson  and  in  Hattiesburg  attracted  Golden  Eagle 
fans  from  across  the  state,  as  hundreds  gathered  to  show  their 
enthusiasm  for  the  upcoming  athletic  seasons. 

In  Jackson,  the  23rd  Annual  Southern  Miss  All-Star  Party, 
held  July  20  at  Mississippi  Trade  Mart,  welcomed  one  of  its 
largest  crowds  in  history,  as  did  the  Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash, 
held  July  27  at  the  IP  Casino  in  Biloxi.  Finally,  on  August  12, 
the  12th  Annual  Golden  Eagle  Fanfare  presented  by  The  First 
attracted  approximately  800  supporters  to  the  Payne  Center 
on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

At  all  three  events,  fans  were  able  to  mingle  with  coaches,  the 
Southern  Miss  cheerleaders  and  Seymour  and  purchase  Southern 
Miss  merchandise.  In  addition  to  the  coaches,  standout  Golden 
Eagle  football  players  were  also  present  for  autographs  and  photos. 


\  To  view  photos  of  the  events,  visit 
www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
•  Alumni  Groups 

•  Central  Mississippi  Alumni 
Chapter  (All-Star  Party  photos] 

•  Gulf  Coast  Metro  Alumni 
Chapter  [Beach  Bash  photos] 

•  South  Central  Mississippi  Alumni 
Chapter  [Fanfare  photos] 
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Aultman  Begins  Work  as  Alumni  Association  President 


Rosemary  Aultman 


That  Rosemary  Aultman  73  has 
embraced  a  leadership  role  in  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association  should  come  as 
no  surprise.  Aultman,  the  Association's 
new  president,  is  not  accustomed  to  stand 
by  and  let  others  do  the  heavy  lifting.  First 
as  a  school  board  president  and  then  as 
mayor,  Aultman  has  helped  shape  Clinton 
into  a  growing  city  with  a  smalltown  feel. 

In  fact,  twice  the  Mississippi  Municipal 
League  and  the  Clarion-Ledger  have  recog- 
nized Clinton  as  one  of  Mississippi's  Most 
Livable  Cities.  In  addition  to  receiving 
five  "Making  Mississippi  Move"  Awards, 
Clinton  is  also  a  Certified  Retirement 
Community. 

Today,  the  mayor  is  taking  her  leader- 
ship abilities  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association.  Aultman  took  over  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Association  on  July  1 ,  and  her 
vision  for  the  organization  shares  a  similar 
tone  with  the  aggressive  agenda  she  set  for 
Clinton  when  she  took  over  as  mayor  in 
1993.  At  the  top  of  the  list  is  the  successful  completion  of  the  $3  million  fund-rais- 
ing campaign  to  restore  and  expand  the  Ogletree  House;  the  important  work  of  the 
presidential  transition  team,  headed  by  State  Auditor  Phil  Bryant  and  Rex  Kelly,  a  past 
president  of  the  Association;  growth  of  the  constituent  society  and  alumni  ambassador 
programs;  and  continued  cooperation  among  the  Association,  the  USM  Foundation  and 
the  Athletic  Foundation  for  the  benefit  of  the  University. 

"This  is  an  exciting  time  to  be  involved  in  the  Alumni  Association,"  Aultman  said. 
"We  continue  to  work  on  our  strategic  overview,  a  living  document  which  keeps  us 
focused  on  what  it  takes  to  grow  the  Alumni  Association  as  well  as  bring  attention  to 
the  University  and  Association." 

The  constituent  society  initiative,  which  groups  alumni  based  on  professional  or 
special  interests,  is  an  example  of  the  type  of  innovative  program  that  will  contribute 
to  the  growth  of  the  Association,  she  says.  Currently,  four  constituent  societies  of  the 
Association  are  operational  -  accounting,  economic  development,  law  and  minority. 

"Southern  Miss  is  leading  the  way,  at  least  in  our  area,  with  the  constituent  society 
initiative,"  Aultman  said.  "The  groups  are  a  wonderful  way  to  bring  together  people  who 
not  only  have  a  love  for  Southern  Miss,  but  share  other  common  interests." 

Aultman's  previous  service  to  the  University  includes  terms  on  the  boards  of  directors 
for  the  Alumni  Association  and  the  USM  Foundation.  She  was  selected  to  the  Alumni 
Hall  of  Fame  in  2002,  and  was  a  Mississippi  University  for  Women  Alumni  Achievement 
Award  recipient  in  2001.  Aultman  and  her  husband,  Les  71,  have  two  daughters 
and  two  granddaughters  and  are  contributors  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  at 
the  Platinum  Participating  Gift  Level.  They  are  members  of  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Clinton. 

In  addition,  Aultman  has  been  named  Clintons  Outstanding  Citizen,  received  a 
Distinguished  Service  Award  from  the  Clinton  Chamber  of  Commerce,  a  Community 
Leadership  Award  from  Entergy  and  was  selected  by  the  Clarion-Ledger  as  one  of  the  50 
Women  Who  Inspire  in  Mississippi. 

Aultman  credits  the  University  as  an  influential  factor  in  her  professional  success. 
"Les  and  I  have  been  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  since  graduate  school," 
she  said.  "We're  grateful  for  the  experiences  we  had  at  Southern  Miss  and  Love  the 
University.  Serving  as  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  is  a  way  I  can  give  back." 
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The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  executive  committee  and  new  members  of  the  board  of  directors  took 

their  posts  July  1.  Board  members  serve  a  three-year  term,  and  terms  vary  for  executive  committee  members. 

The  following  is  an  introduction  to  the  Association's  executive  committee  and  new  board  members. 


Lou  Ann  Poynter  '69,  '70,  president-elect 

Lou  Ann  Poynter  served  as  senior  executive  vice 
president  and  head  of  the  Mortgage  Banking  Division 
of  Union  Planters  Bank,  N.A.  prior  to  her  retirement 
in  July  2004.  She  served  on  the  board  of  directors  of 
Regions  Financial  Corporation,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
through  June  2005. 

The  Hattiesburg  resident  was  president  and  CEO 
of  Magnolia  Federal  Bank  for  Savings  prior  to  the  merger  of  Magnolia 
Federal  with  Union  Planters  Bank  on  November  1,  1997,  and  is  a 
certified  public  accountant  (retired). 

During  her  career,  she  was  active  in  the  Mississippi  Bankers 
Association  and  served  on  the  boards  of  directors  of  America's 
Community  Bankers  and  the  Financial  Managers  Society,  Inc. 

Poynter  received  her  bachelor's  degree  in  business  administration  in 
1969  and  master's  degree  in  accounting  in  1970  from  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Active  in  University  and  community  affairs,  Poynter  is  co-chair  of 
the  Ogle  tree  House  Campaign,  a  member  of  the  USM  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame,  past  president  of  the  USM  Foundation  and  currently  is  a 
member  of  the  College  of  Business  Administration  Advisory  Council. 
She  and  her  husband,  Louis  '91,  have  also  committed  the  lead  gift  in 
support  of  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign. 

She  has  served  on  the  executive  committees  of  the  Area  Development 
Partnership  for  Forrest  and  Lamar  counties,  the  Public  Education 
Forum  of  Mississippi  and  the  Mississippi  Economic  Council.  She  also 
served  a  five-year  term  through  July  2004  as  a  commissioner  on  the 
Forrest  County  Industrial  Park  Commission. 

The  Poynters  have  one  daughter,  Melissa  '02,  who  recently  obtained 
her  juris  doctorate  from  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

Jim  Payne  '64,  vice  president 

j^Bf*-  Jim  Payne's  history  with  The  University  of  Southern 

Mississippi  dates  back  to  his  days  as  a  student  on  the 

m  05Sl  ,.         Hattiesburg  campus.  He  graduated  with  a  bachelor's 
Am  \         degree  in  business  management  in  1964,  and  today 
^^H  he  is  one  of  the  University's  most  dedicated  alumni. 

^^^F.  ^^^  In  addition  to  his  new  role  as  vice  president  of  the 
^^  *  ^^  Alumni  Association,  the  Jackson  resident  serves  on 
the  USM  Foundation's  board  of  directors  and  investment  committee 
and  is  a  past  president  of  the  Athletic  Foundation.  His  numerous 
commitments  to  the  University  include,  but  are  certainly  not  limited 
to,  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  at  the  Sponsor  Gift  Level  and  mem- 
bership in  the  Athletic  Foundation's  Circle  of  Champions  and  the 
USM  Foundation's  Gallery  of  Benefactors.  The  Payne  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  is  named  for  Jim  and  his  brother,  Larry  '67. 

In  1992,  he  was  inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  and  in  2004 
he  was  named  the  College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development's 
Distinguished  Alumnus.  Also  in  2004,  he  was  inducted  into  the 
Mississippi  Business  Hall  of  Fame. 


Payne  began  his  professional  career  in  1964,  when  he  began  as  a 
sales  representative  for  Proctor  and  Gamble.  After  six  years  as  a  sales 
representative  and  manager  for  Rucker  Pharmaceutical  Company 
in  Shreveport,  La.,  he  co-founded  UAD  Laboratories  and  in  1981 
began  an  eight-year  stint  as  the  company's  president  and  CEO.  From 
1989  to  1991,  he  worked  as  vice  president  of  Forest  Laboratories  in 
New  York,  and  he  currently  is  in  his  15th  year  as  president  of  Payne 
Enterprises,  based  in  Jackson. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Association  of  MBA  Executives,  the  American 
Management  Association  and  Mississippians  for  Economic  Progress. 
Formerly  he  was  a  member  of  the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning's  Inter- 
Alumni  Council,  and  he  served  on  the  boards  of  directors  for  the  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  of  Metro  Jackson  and  the  Mississippi  Childrens'  Home  Society,  as 
well  as  the  Andrew  Jackson  Boy  Scouts  Council's  executive  committee.  He 
has  also  served  as  vice  president  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Payne  earned  a  M.B.A.  from  Mississippi  College  in  1981. 

Payne  has  two  daughters,  April  Nail  '91,  and  Gina,  and  a  son, 
Jonathan,  as  well  as  three  grandchildren. 

Bob  Jefcoat  72,  Finance  Committee  Chairman 

As  a  Southern  Miss  student,  Bob  Jefcoat  was  a  pres- 
ident's list  scholar.  As  a  certified  public  accountant, 
he  serves  as  chief  operating  officer  of  Hattiesburg 
Clinic  and  is  a  Fellow  in  the  American  College  of 
Medical  Practice  Executives. 

Jefcoat,  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  has  a 
long  record  of  service  to  the  Alumni  Association  and  the 
University  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  the  Hattiesburg 
Metro  Chapter.  He  is  also  a  past  president  of  the  USM  Foundation  and  he 
and  his  wife,  Patricia,  are  contributors  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  as 
well  as  longtime  supporters  of  the  Eagle  Club  and  the  arts.  In  addition  to  his 
induction  into  the  Hall  of  Fame,  he  has  been  a  recipient  of  the  Association's 
Outstanding  and  Continuous  service  awards.  He  also  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  search  committee  for  the  Alumni  Association's  executive  director 
and  as  a  member  of  the  Athletics  Enhancement  Task  Force. 

Jefcoat  is  very  active  in  community  affairs  and  civic  and  professional 
organizations  as  well.  The  Hattiesburg  resident  has  served  as  president 
of  the  Forrest  County  Chapter  of  the  American  Heart  Association;  on 
the  boards  of  directors  of  the  Hattiesburg  Area  Education  Foundation, 
the  Kidney  Foundation  of  Mississippi,  the  United  Way,  and  the  Pine  Belt 
Boys  and  Girls  Clubs;  as  director  of  the  Mississippi  Heart  Association; 
and  as  president  of  the  Area  Development  Partnership's  Adopt-A- 
School  Committee.  Jefcoat  has  also  served  as  president  of  Medical 
Group  Management  Association  of  Mississippi  and  is  an  active  member 
of  National  and  State  Medical  Group  Management  associations. 

Prior  to  attending  Southern  Miss,  Jefcoat  completed  two  nine- 
month  tours  of  duty  in  Vietnam  with  the  Seabees  of  the  U.S.  Navy 
from  March  1965  through  July  1968.  He  is  also  a  graduate  of  the 
School  for  Bank  Administration  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  The 
Jefcoats  are  the  parents  of  three  sons,  Clark  '92,  Kyle  and  Ken  '99. 
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Danny  Mitchell  70,  71,  past  president 

Danny  Mitchell  received  his  bachelor's  degree  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1970  and  his  master's  degree  in 
public  relations  a  year  later.  Today,  he  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  regarded  public  relations  practitioners 
in  the  South. 

He  is  currently  the  chairman  and  chief  execu- 
tive officer  of  GodwinGroup  in  Jackson,  one  of  the 
South's  oldest  independent  advertising  agencies. 

Mitchell  has  worked  as  a  public  relations  and  communications 
officer  for  the  Jackson  Municipal  Separate  School  District;  was  a 
managing  partner  for  WSDL-AM  and  WVSL-FM  in  Slidell,  La.;  served 
as  assistant  director  of  public  relations  for  Mississippi  University  for 
Women;  and  was  a  public  relations  consultant  for  Wilson  /  Mitchell 
Public  Relations  in  Columbus. 

His  work  with  the  GodwinGroup  should  be  very  familiar  to 
Southern  Miss  alumni,  as  the  agency  has  been  behind  the  athletic 
department's  brand  "Anyone.  Anywhere.  Anytime.,"  as  well  as  the 
University's  "Freeing  the  Power  of  the  Individual"  campaign. 

Mitchell  has  served  as  president  of  the  Public  Relations  Society 
of  America  (Mississippi  chapter),  the  Public  Relations  Association 
of  Mississippi,  Southern  Public  Relations  Federation  and  the  USM 
Foundation  Honor  Club. 

Mitchell  has  presented  workshops  and  papers  at  several  state, 
regional  and  national  conferences  and  served  on  numerous  boards 
of  directors  for  various  civic  and  nonprofit  organizations,  including 
the  Mississippi  Economic  Council,  American  Red  Cross  (Mississippi), 
Family  Services  Association  and  others.  Among  other  activities, 
Mitchell  serves  as  chair  of  the  Mississippi  Food  Network's  board  of 
directors  and  on  the  Metrojackson  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mitchell  and  his  wife,  Patricia  70,  have  three  children,  Benjamin 
Ferrell  '01,  Emily  and  Amy. 

New  Members  of  the  Board 

Cheryl  Cranford  73 

Cheryl  Smith  Cranford,  a  Hattiesburg  native,  is 

a  member  of  the  graduating  class  of  1973  with  a 

bachelor's  degree  in  business  administration  with 

an  emphasis  in  marketing.  As  a  graduating  senior, 

she  was  selected  by  the  faculty  of  the  marketing 

department  to  receive  the  John  Efrid  Award  for 

Outstanding  Marketing  Students. 

Cranford  worked  extensively  in  the  fashion  industry  in  fashion 

centers  in  New  York  City,  Dallas  and  Atlanta,  furthering  her  studies  at 

the  Atlanta  School  of  Design. 

Since  her  return  to  Hattiesburg,  Cheryl  has  been  active  in  the  busi- 
ness community  and  has  been  recognized  as  a  leader  in  the  real  estate 
industry,  where  she  has  been  working  for  23  years. 

In  her  real  estate  career,  Cheryl  has  received  a  number  of  presti- 
gious awards  for  her  business  acumen,  professional  achievements  and 
commitment  to  knowledge  and  excellence.  She  has  been  the  number 
one  agent  based  on  volume  of  sales  for  Re/Max  in  Mississippi  for 
the  last  seven  years  and  number  three  in  the  Mississippi,  Louisiana 
and  Alabama  area.  She  is  a  member  of  Re/Max's  Chairman's  Club,  a 
club  for  elite  agents  of  Re/Max  International.  The  Hattiesburg  Area 


Association  of  Realtors  has  recognized  her  for  the  past  four  years  with 
their  Diamond  Award  for  her  high  volume  of  sales. 

Cranford  is  a  member  of  the  National  Association  of  Realtors, 
Mississippi  Association  of  Realtors  and  the  Hattiesburg  Area 
Association  of  Realtors,  where  she  serves  on  the  board  of  directors 
and  has  served  as  president. 

Cranford  is  serving  in  a  number  of  different  capacities  for  civic 
organizations  in  the  Hattiesburg  area.  She  is  a  member  of  the  advi- 
sory board  of  Wachovia  Bank,  the  women  advisory  council  of  Wesley 
Medical  Center  and  is  vice  chairman  of  the  Lamar  County  Republican 
Party.  She  has  served  as  chairman  of  St.  Jude  Bike-A-Thon  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Hattiesburg  Homebuilders  Association,  Area 
Development  Partnership  and  Oak  Grove  United  Methodist  Church. 

Cranford  is  married  to  Leslie  Lamar  Cranford.  The  couple's  four 
sons,  Trey  '00;  Clay  '01,  '03;  Chad  '01,  '03;  and  Craig  "01,  '04  are 
graduates  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Jason  S.  Dean  '97 

Jason  Dean's  career  is  taking  him  from  the  state 
capital  to  the  White  House. 

In  recent  years,  Dean  has  served  as  policy  advi- 
sor to  Gov.  Haley  Barbour  where  his  responsibili- 
ties include  budgetary  and  policy  matters  relating 
I  to  Mississippi's  educational  needs.  In  June,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  14  White  House  Fellows.  For  a 
year,  he  will  work  as  a  full-time  paid  special  assistant  to  a  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  White  House  staff,  a  Cabinet  secretary,  or  another  top-rank- 
ing government  official.  While  there,  he  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  an  education  program  consisting  of  roundtable  discus- 
sions with  leaders  from  the  private  and  public  sectors  and  also  take 
trips  to  study  U.S.  policy  in  action  both  domestically  and  abroad. 

In  2006,  Dean  successfully  worked  with  the  states  educational 
stakeholders  to  pass  the  governor's  education  agenda,  called  UpGrade. 
This  reform  package  included  such  issues  as  high  school  redesign, 
reducing  the  state's  dropout  rate,  and  addressing  the  critical  shortage 
of  teachers.  In  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  he  worked  with 
FEMA,  state  officials,  and  faith  based  groups  to  coordinate  a  ware- 
house and  shipping  system  designed  to  place  in-kind  national  and 
international  donations  into  critically  affected  areas. 

As  an  undergraduate  at  Southern  Miss,  he  was  active  in  several  student 
leadership  groups  designed  to  recruit  students  such  as  Southern  Style 
and  Greek  Seekers.  He  was  active  in  Greek  Life  and  continues  to  serve  as 
an  international  officer  in  his  fraternity.  After  earning  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  International  Studies  from  Southern  Miss  he  later  received  both  his 
MA.  and  Ph.D.  in  Education  from  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

He  has  served  as  community  service  chair  for  the  Rotary  Club, 
chairman  for  a  local  United  Way  campaign,  and  a  board  member  for 
GEAR-UP,  the  Public  Education  Forum,  and  the  Mayors  Commission 
on  Public  Safety;  is  a  Big  Brother  in  Jackson;  and  has  other  mentor- 
oriented  community  service  interests. 

Prior  to  joining  the  governors  staff,  he  worked  as  assistant  dean  of 
students  and  assistant  professor  at  the  University  of  Mississippi.  He 
continues  to  work  as  an  adjunct  professor  at  Southern  Miss. 

He  is  married  to  Courtney  Rogers  of  Corinth,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Bogan. 


SUMMER  . 
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Sean  McGee  '90 

In  recent  years,  Sean  McGee  has  been  a  member 
of  the  traditions  committee,  an  alumni  chapter 
president  and  received  the  Association's  Outstanding 
Young  Alumnus  Award.  Today,  McGee  has  added  a 
spot  on  the  board  of  directors  to  his  association  with 
the  organization. 

The  Hattiesburg  resident  is  currently  president  of 
BancorpSouth's  Lamar  County  community  bank.  McGee  has  been 
banking  in  Hattiesburg  for  more  than  1 1  years  and  has  been  a  part  of 
various  community  organizations  including  the  Sunrise  Rotary  Club, 
which  he  served  as  president  and  secretary.  He  was  also  named  as  one 
of  the  Area  Development  Partnership's  Leaders  for  a  New  Century. 

He  is  treasurer  and  deacon  of  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
McGee  and  his  wife,  Missy  '90,  are  the  proud  parents  of  two  sons, 
Patrick  and  Jackson. 

Melissa  Medley  Scott  '86 

With  20  years  of  quality  work  behind  her,  Melissa 
Medley  Scott  '86  has  made  a  name  for  herself  in  the 
marketing  community. 

In  1988,  she  founded  Success  Marketing  as  a 
freelance  venture  while  she  served  as  director  of 
marketing  of  one  of  the  largest  multi-specialty  physi- 
cian medical  groups  in  the  South.  Medley  currently 
serves  as  vice  president  of  marketing  and  communications  of  Profiles 
International,  Inc. — the  world's  leading  developer  and  publisher  of 
occupational  assessments. 

Medley  has  served  as  commissioner,  president,  vice  president,  sec- 
retary and  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Hattiesburg 
Tourism  Commission.  She  was  planning  commissioner  of  the  City  of 
Petal  Planning  Commission  and  served  in  a  number  of  capacities  for 
Sales  and  Marketing  Executives  International  and  the  organization's 
Hattiesburg  chapter.  She  has  served  on  the  boards  of  directors  for  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Development  Partnership,  the  Petal  Area  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  other  organizations. 

Twice  she  has  received  the  Allstate  Award  from  Sales  and  Marketing 
Executives  International,  an  organization  which  has  also  honored  her 
with  the  Jack  I.  Criswell  Award  for  Outstanding  Volunteerism.  The 
Sales  and  Marketing  Executives  International  Hattiesburg  Branch 
honored  her  with  the  Lifetime  Service  Award  in  1998.  Medley  has 
won  awards  from  the  American  Economic  Development  Council  and 
the  Ad  Federation  of  South  Mississippi. 

Medley  Scott  resides  in  Waco,  Texas.  She  has  served  the  Association 
as  a  member  of  the  publications  board. 

Ira  Middleberg  70 

A  dedicated  alumnus,  Ira  Middleberg  is  a  past  presi- 
dent of  the  USM  Foundation  and  now  a  member  of  the 
Association's  board  of  directors. 


Middleberg  is  a  senior  partner  in  the  law  firm  of 
,  Middleberg  Riddle  &  Gianna,  which  has  offices  in 


^^  I   New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  as  well  as  Dallas 

^B4k>  ^^^M  ancj  Austin,  Texas.  The  firm  handles  regulatory  and 
compliance  matters  for  mortgage  bankers  and  represents  several 
Fortune  500  companies  in  their  corporate  defense,  regulatory  and 
environmental  matters. 


Previously,  he  has  served  as  assistant  city  attorney  for  the  City  of 
New  Orleans  where  he  was  in  charge  of  real  estate  and  construction 
litigation.  In  addition,  he  was  a  Judge  Pro  Tempore  for  the  Orleans 
Parish  Juvenile  Court,  general  counsel  to  the  New  Orleans  Aviation 
Board  and  special  counsel  to  the  attorney  general,  State  of  Louisiana. 

In  addition  to  his  service  to  the  Foundation  and  the  Alumni 
Association,  he  founded  an  endowed  scholarship  at  Southern  Miss. 
He  presently  serves  as  co-chairman  of  the  Policy  and  Planning 
Subcommittee  of  the  Visiting  Committee  of  Loyola  University  Law 
School  in  New  Orleans. 

In  addition  to  his  degree  in  business  administration  from  Southern  Miss, 
the  New  Orleans  resident  earned  a  juris  doctorate  degree  from  Loyola. 

He  has  two  sons,  Benjamin  and  Aaron  '05. 

Martha  Fortenberry  Thornton  '80,  '93 

^fl  Virtually  no  area  of  the  University  is  absent  the 

I  input  of  Martha  Fortenberry  Thornton.  Willing  to 
serve,  she  was  a  member  of  the  Ogletree  House 
Planning  Committee  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ogletree 
House  Building  Committee,  the  Dean's  Advisory 
Council  for  the  College  of  Health,  the  University 
Committee  on  Fraternities  and  Sororities,  and  the 
Village  Sorority  Housing  Design  Committee.  In  addition,  she  is  a 
member  of  Partners  for  the  Arts,  the  Eagle  Club,  the  Foundation 
Honor  Club  and  is  a  contributor  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign. 

Active  in  the  Hattiesburg  community,  she  is  a  member  of  the  cam- 
paign committee  and  the  board  of  directors  of  the  United  Way  of 
Southeast  Mississippi.  She  is  also  an  American  Red  Cross  volunteer 
(South  Central  Mississippi  Chapter)  and  president  of  the  house  cor- 
poration for  the  Phi  Epsilon  Chapter  of  Delta  Delta  Delta  fraternity 
and  a  member  of  its  Hattiesburg  Alumnae  Chapter. 

She  is  a  sales  consultant  for  "Etcetera,"  New  York  Limited,  a  New 
York-based  women's  retail  clothing  company. 

The  Hattiesburg  resident  is  a  member  of  Parkway  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Lamar  County  Republican  Party  and  is 
married  to  Tommy  Thornton  72,  78,  who  is  executive  director  of  the 
Hattiesburg  Clinic,  PA.  They  have  a  son,  Guy. 

Arnie  Williams  '92 

Arnie  Williams,  a  native  of  Bay  Minette,  Ala., 
entered  the  University  on  a  football  scholarship. 
Williams  was  a  four-year  letterman  and  led  the 
Golden  Eagles  in  tackles  in  both  his  junior  and  senior 
years  as  the  starting  inside  linebacker.  He  went  on  to 
be  drafted  by  the  Chicago  Bears  and  also  spent  time 
in  Canada  as  the  starting  inside  linebacker  for  the 
Toronto  Argonauts.  Williams,  who  majored  in  business  administration, 
graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  December  1992.  He  later  went  on 
to  obtain  his  Master  of  Business  Administration  from  the  University  of 
Mobile  where  he  graduated  with  honors.  Williams  maintains  close  ties 
with  Golden  Eagle  athletics  as  an  Eagle  Club  member. 

Williams'  professional  career  has  given  him  the  opportunity  to  work 
in  various  fields  of  the  financial  industry.  Currently  he  is  employed  by 
Mississippi  Power  Company  as  economic  development  manager.  He 
resides  in  Hattiesburg  and  is  married  to  Nichelle  Williams,  who  he  also 
says  is  his  best  friend.  They  have  three  children:  Gabrielle  (9),  Nicholas 
(4)  and  Collin  (2).  They  are  members  of  Northwood  Christian  Center. 
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.  cherished  and  defining  landmark  of  the 
University,  the  Ogletree  House  has  been 
a  vital  part  of  Southern  Miss  tradition  since  its 
completion  in  1912. 


Sp^ 


Today,  a  multi-million  dollar 
restoration  and  expansion  project 
will  help  restore  the  facility  t 

to  its  past  glory  expand  it  y 

to  meet  the  needs  of  the  j 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  \ 

Association,  and  honor  the         \ 
legacy  of  the  Association's 
longtime  director  Powell  Ogletree 


Time  is  ticking  down,  however,  to  be  a  part  of  this 
important  project.  For  contribution  options,  please 
view  the  brochure  enclosed  in  diis  issue  of  The  Talon  or 
visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


IVING 


agk: 


Campaign  Contributors  Find  Motivation 
From  Different  Sources 


or  s 
Hou 


some,  a  commitment  to  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign  is  a  way  to  give  back  to 
the  University  that  provided  them  the  educa 
tion  required  for  a  successful  career.  For  others,  it  is 
a  way  to  help  encourage  fellow  Southern  Miss  alumni 
to  find  the  motivation  to  contribute  to  a  worthwhile 
project.  Still  others  believe  it  is  the  best  way  they  can  honor 
a  family  member  or  their  friend,  Powell  Ogletree.  Each  contribu- 
tor to  the  campaign,  a  $3  million  fund-raising  effort  to  restore  and 
expand  the  Ogletree  House,  the  home  of  the  Alumni  Association  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus,  has  his  or  her  own  reason  for  committing 
significant  personal  resources  toward  the  project. 

But  while  motivations  may  vary,  the  contributors  have  a  common 
goal  -  to  see  the  campaign  reach  its  successful  completion  by  the  end 
of  the  calendar  year.  In  June,  significant  contributors  to  the  campaign 
gathered  for  a  reception  at  Hattiesburg  Country  Club  to  celebrate  its 
progress,  as  commitments  surpassed  the  $1.5  million  mark. 

"The  response  by  alumni  and  friends  of  the  University  has  been 
overwhelming  and  we  fully  anticipate  reaching  our  $3  million  goal  by 
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the  years  end,"  said  Lou  Ann  Poynter,  who  along 
with  her  husband,  Louis,  has  made  the  campaigns 
lead  commitment.  "By  participating  in  the  campaign 
to  restore  and  expand  this  beautiful  campus  landmark, 
our  supporters  are  not  only  honoring  the  legacy  of  our 
dear  friend,  Powell  Ogletree,  but  they  are  also  investing  in 
the  future  of  the  University  and  the  Alumni  Association.  In  my 
opinion,  that's  quite  a  return  on  their  money."  In  addition  to  making  the 
lead  commitment,  Poynter  serves  as  co-chair  of  the  campaign. 

Highlighting  recent  commitments  are  two  at  the  Special  Gift  level. 
As  a  result,  the  executive  directors  suite  in  the  proposed  house  will  be 
named  in  honor  of  Jimmy  and  Jo  Waites  of  Laurel,  while  the  library 
will  be  named  the  Bonnie  Purvis  Warren  Library  in  recognition  of  the 
gift  from  Lawrence  and  Bonnie  Warren  of  Hattiesburg.  Like  another 
significant  contributor,  Ralph  Simmons  of  Laurel,  Lawrence  Warren 
chose  to  honor  a  family  member  with  a  commitment.  The  naming 
of  the  library  provided  the  highlight  of  the  evening,  as  a  shocked 
Bonnie  Warren  was  surprised  by  the  gift  arranged  by  her  husband. 
Previously  Simmons  chose  to  honor  his  mother  Linnie  Cockrell 


Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter 


Ralph  Simmons 
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The  Ogletree  House  Campaign 

Contributors  Through  July  31,  2006 

Lou  Ann  and  Louis  Poynter  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


Ralph  T.  Simmons  Laurel,  Mississippi 

Jimmy  and  Jo  Waites  Laurel,  Mississippi 

Thad  and  Gerry  Waites  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Bonnie  and  Lawrence  Warren  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


Bobby  and  Betty  Chain  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Mike  Chancellor  Laurel,  Mississippi 

Lamar  and  Joy  Gillespie  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Lester  and  Jan  Haddox  Columbia,  Mississippi 

Curt  and  Virginia  Hebert  Mandeville,  Louisiana 

Ed  and  Lynda  Langton  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Morgan  and  Angela  McCarty  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Bob  and  Judy  Mixon  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Lewis  and  Margie  Myrick  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Jim  Payne  Jackson,  Mississippi 

Liz  and  Larry  Payne  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Son  Rhodes  Vancleave,  Mississippi 

Robin  Robinson  Laurel,  Mississippi 

Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


Rosemary  and  Les  Aultman  Clinton,  Mississippi 

Dick  and  Diane  Berry  Mobile,  Alabama 

Mark  and  Pam  Cumbest  Moss  Point,  Mississippi 

Mark  and  Olga  Jackson  Destin,  Florida 

Rex  and  Becky  Kelly  Gulfport,  Mississippi 

Aubrey  and  Ella  Lucas  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Danny  and  Patty  Mitchell  Brandon,  Mississippi 

Jeffrey  and  Lynn  0'Keefe  Biloxi,  Mississippi 

William  R.  Phalen  Scottsdale,  Arizona 

Bob  and  Kristi  Pierce  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Susan  and  Robert  Riley  Sumrall,  Mississippi 

Ken  and  Carolyn  Shearer  Ridgeland,  Mississippi 

Billy  Tom  Ward  Lena,  Mississippi 

NEW  GOLD  &  SILVER  PARTICIPATING  GIFTS 

Don  and  Patricia  Benefield  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

David  Hoseman  Vicksburg,  Mississippi 

Melanie  Hunsberger  Tupelo,  Mississippi 

Bob  and  Patricia  Jefcoat  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Jeff  and  Peggy  Johnson  Ames,  Iowa 

Earl  and  Bobbie  Marshall  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Frances  Ogletree  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Joe  and  Meg  Paul  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Randy  and  Kathy  Pope  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Bill  and  Penne  Ward  Mobile,  Alabama 

Clymer  Wright  Houston,  Texas 

East  Central  Mississippi  Chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association 

Meridian,  Mississippi 


For  Jimmy  and  Jo  Waites  of  Laurel,  their  commitment 
to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  was  inspired  by  the  ded- 
ication of  Powell  and  Frances  Ogletree  to  the  University 
and  the  Alumni  Association.  Powell  Ogletree  provided 
leadership  to  the  Alumni  Association  for  more  than  three 
decades,  first  as  alumni  secretary,  then  as  director.  He 
retired  in  1987  and  died  in  2005.  The  Ogletree  House  is 
named  in  his  honor. 

"Powell  and  Frances  have  meant  so  much  to  us,  even 
from  our  early  days  of  moving  to  Laurel,"  Jimmy  Waites 
said.  "It  is  an  honor  to  participate  in  this  worthwhile  effort 
to  restore  the  building  that  bears  Powells  name."  Waites  and 
his  wife,  Jo,  are  contributors  to  the  campaign  on  the  Special 
Gift  Level.  As  a  result  of  the  gift,  the  executive  directors  suite 
in  the  new  facility  will  be  named  in  their  honor. 

The  Waites  are  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
Eagle  Club  contributors  and  members  of  the  Foundation's 
Honor  Club.  Jimmy  '59  is  a  retired  physician  who  served 
as  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  in  1963-1964. 
Previously,  he  served  on  the  Foundations  board  of  direc- 
tors and  an  additional  term  on  the  Association's  board  of 
directors.  He  is  currently  vice  chairman  of  the  Alumni 
Associations  Past  President's  Council.  Jo  is  a  1955  gradu- 
ate of  Southern  Miss  with  a  degree  in  biology. 

The  gift  is  the  second  on  the  Special  Gift  Level  from 
the  Waites  family.  Previously,  Jimmy's  brother  Thad  and 
Thad's  wife  Gerry  made  a  commitment  to  the  campaign. 
The  gift  from  Thad  and  Gerry  Waites  was  featured  in  the 
Winter  2006  edition  of  The  Talon. 


SUMMER 


lumnus  Honors  Deceased 
Niece  with  Gift 


Pam  Shields 


William  "Son"  Rhodes  '57,  left,  has  made  a  commitment  to  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign  in  honor  of  his  niece,  Pam  Shields,  a  Southern  Miss 
student  who  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  in  1973.  Above, 
Rhodes  is  pictured  with  campaign  co-chair  Aubrey  Lucas. 

Son  Rhodes  is  a  graduate  of  Southern 
Miss,  a  veteran  and  a  former  state  leg- 
islator. The  stories  he  tells,  however, 
have  little  to  do  with  his  own  experi- 
ences. Instead,  he  would  rather  tell  of 
the  potential  his  niece,  Pamela  Shields, 
possessed  prior  her  death  from  a  car 
accident  on  March  7,  1973. 

The  accident,  which  occurred  on 
Interstate  10  near  New  Orleans,  killed  Shields,  a  Southern 
Miss  student,  a  second  student,  Marilyn  Jernigan,  and  an 
off-duty  New  Orleans  policeman.  Two  other  students, 
including  the  driver  of  the  students'  vehicle,  survived  the 
crash,  which  took  place  when  the  car  collided  with  the 
policeman's  vehicle. 

Rhodes  has  made  a  commitment  to  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign  at  the  Sponsor  Gift  Level,  a  gift  that  provides 
him  the  opportunity  to  name  a  room  in  the  new  Ogletree 
House  in  Shields'  honor.  "You  hate  to  see  a  bud  picked 
just  before  it  is  about  to  bloom,"  Rhodes  said. 

At  the  time  of  her  death,  Shields  was  a  campus  leader 
and  a  stellar  student.  Over  the  course  of  her  shortened 
college  career,  she  had  been  a  President's  and  Dean's  List 
scholar,  a  member  of  Delta  Gamma  sorority,  a  member 
of  the  Panhellenic  Council,  a  member  of  the  University 
Activities  Council,  a  cheerleader  and  a  member  of  the 
honor  society  Alpha  Lambda  Delta.  In  1972,  she  was 
named  Outstanding  Greek  Pledge  and  was  selected  as 
one  of  the  top  15  beauties  at  Southern  Miss.  Her  uncle 
has  no  doubt  that  she  would  have  become  an  active 
alumna  as  well. 

"I  just  thought  she  was  an  outstanding  girl,"  Rhodes 
said.  "If  she  were  alive  today  she'd  be  a  great  ambassador 
for  Southern  Miss.  She  loved  it." 
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The  Ogletree  House,  completed  in  1912,  is  one  of  five  original  buildings  still  standing  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

Simmons  with  a  Special  Gift  Level  commitment.  The  kitchen  in  the 
new  facility  will  be  named  the  Ralph  T.  Simmons  and  Linnie  Cockrell 
Simmons  Kitchen. 

"I'm  speechless,"  Bonnie  Warren  repeated  following  the  announce- 
ment of  the  library's  naming.  "I  love  this  University,  and  I  would  not 
dare  say  no  to  this  campaign." 

As  a  student,  Warren  was  a  Homecoming  queen  and  Dixie  Darling 
captain.  As  an  alumna,  she  has  been  honored  with  the  Alumni 
Associations  Outstanding  and  Continuous  Service  awards  and  was 
inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  1994.  She  currently  is 
Kappa  Delta  sorority's  national  president  and  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learnings  Inter-Alumni  Council. 

While  the  Warren  and  Simmons  gifts  honor  family  members,  others 
acknowledge  that  Ogletree  and  his  widow,  Frances,  are  key  reasons  for 
their  commitments  to  the  campaign.  The  Ogletree  House  is  named  for 
Powell  Ogletree,  who  became  the  first  full-time  alumni  secretary  for  the 
institution  in  1953,  and  continued  in  a  leadership  role  for  the  Alumni 
Association  until  his  retirement  in  1987.  When  he  began,  there  were 
records  on  3,200  former  students,  150  paid  alumni  members,  no  orga- 
nized chapters  and  financial  assets  of  $55.86.  Upon  his  retirement,  there 
were  records  on  59,000  alumni,  more  than  17,500  active  members  of 
the  Association,  60  organized  chapters  and  assets  exceeding  $600,000. 
In  1987,  the  University  named  the  Ogletree  House  in  his  honor.  He  died 
in  June  2005.  Poynter  and  Aubrey  Lucas,  who  also  serves  as  co-chair, 
used  the  June  reception  to  thank  recent  contributors  and  remind  those 
gathered  of  the  remarkable  work  accomplished  by  Ogletree. 

"Obviously,  we  would  not  be  here  if  it  had  not  been  for  Powell's  faithful 
and  dedicated  service  to  the  University  and  to  this  Alumni  Association," 
said  Lucas,  who  is  also  president  emeritus  of  the  University.  "This  is 
going  to  be  a  magnificent  facility  that  is  truly  worthy  of  Powell's  name, 
and  we  appreciate  everything  alumni  and  friends  are  doing  to  make  our 
dream  a  reality."  The  Albert  and  Associates  Architects'  design  will  not 
only  restore  the  facility,  but  greatly  expand  the  size  of  the  94-year-old 
existing  structure,  which  is  one  of  the  campus'  five  original  buildings, 
from  6,500  square  feet  to  approximately  12,000. 


i_>^ONNIE  '63  AND  c^AWRENCE  WARREN 


Gerry  and  Thad  Waites  have  added  a  Special  Gift  Level  contribution  to  the 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  to  a  lengthy  list  of  gifts  to  the  University. 

The  Warrens  and  Waites  were  among  the  families  honored  at  the 
reception  for  their  commitments  to  the  campaign.  The  campaign 
update  included  the  announcement  of  several  new  significant  pledges 
to  the  campaign,  including  nine  commitments  at  the  Sponsor  Gift  cat- 
egory ($25,000)  and  above.  Each  allows  for  naming  opportunities  at 
the  proposed  facility.  Additional  new  contributors  at  the  Sponsor  Gift 
Level  include  Mike  Chancellor,  owner  of  Chancellor  Motor  Group  of 
Laurel;  Ed  and  Lynda  Langton  of  Hattiesburg;  Morgan  and  Angela 
McCarty  of  Hattiesburg;  Lewis  and  Margie  Myrick  of  Hattiesburg;  Jim 
Payne  of  Jackson;  Liz  and  Larry  Payne  of  Hattiesburg;  William  "Son" 
Rhodes  of  Vancleave;  and  Robin  Robinson  of  Laurel. 

This  edition  of  The  Talon  includes  a  special  insert  providing  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  commitment  to  the  campaign.  To  discuss 
giving  options,  contact  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the  Alumni 
Association  at  601.266.6796  or  bob.pierce@usm.edu. 


^>Oy  participating  in  the  campaign  to 
restore  and  expand  this  beautiful  campus 
landmark,  our  supporters  are  not  only 
honoring  the  legacy  of  our  dear  friend, 
Powell  Ogletree,  but  they  are  also  invest- 
ing in  the  future  of  the  University  and 
the  Alumni  Association. 

~  Lou  Ann  Poynter 
Campaign  Co-Chair 


\  More  information  about  the  campaign  can 
be  found  at 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 
•     Ogletree  House  Campaign 


The  library  in  the  new  Ogletree  House  will  be  named 
for  Bonnie  Purvis  Warren.  Warren  '63  and  her  husband 
Lawrence  have  made  a  gift  to  the  campaign  at  the  Special 
Gift  Level. 

"1  don't  know  anyone  who  is  more  committed  to  USM 
than  Bonnie,  and  in  my  opinion,  she  deserves  a  place  of 
honor  on  campus,"  Lawrence  Warren  said.  "She  loves  the 
University  and  now  her  name  will  be  associated  with  it 
forever." 

The  Warrens  are  Life  Members  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  members  of  the  athletic  departments 
Circle  of  Champions  and  the  Foundation's  Honor  Club. 

Bonnie  Warren  was  a  Homecoming  queen.  Miss 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  secretary  of  the 
student  body,  a  Dixie  Darling  and  a  member  of  Kappa 
Delta  sorority.  Today,  she  is  national  president  of  Kappa 
Delta.  She  also  has  served  on  the  board  of  directors  for 
the  Foundation.  She  has  been  honored  with  the  Alumni 
Associations  Outstanding  Service  and  Continuous  Service 
awards  and  is  a  1994  inductee  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame.  She  has  also  served  as  chairman  of  the  Institutions 
of  Higher  Learnings  Inter-Alumni  Council. 

Lawrence  Warren  has  served  as  member  of  the 
Foundations  Board  of  Directors  and  since  1*372  has  oper- 
ated Warren  Paving,  which  has  plants  in  Hattiesburg 
and  Gulfport.  He  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  for 
the  Salvation  Ann);  the  Pearl  River  Valley  Electric  Power 
Association  and  the  Pine  Belt  Boys  and  Girls  Club.  He  is 
past  chairman  of  the  Area  Development  Partnership  and  is 
part  of  the  advisory  hoard  of  Trustmark  National  Bank. 


^ampju^Bo<^k^fart 


Your  #1  Source  for  Southern  Miss 
Apparel,  Diploma  Frames,  Gifts  and  More 


One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 

New  and  Used  Textbooks 

School  Supplies 

Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  Main  Entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 

Call  1-888-712-5083 

Shop  Online        www.campusbookmart.com 


STARS 


By  Ethan  Bratton 


Junior  speech  communication  major 
Ashley  Cangelosi  did  not  let  her  Louisiana 
roots  keep  her  from  catching  Eagle  fever 
at  Southern  Miss,  and  now  her  deep 
pride  in  the  University  has  earned  her  the 
opportunity  to  lead  the  student  alumni 
association,  The  Legacy. 

With  an  infectious  smile  and  a  positive 
attitude,  Cangelosi  has  proven  herself  to  be 
a  willing  participant  and  leader  at  Southern 
Miss.  She's  been  a  member  of  The  Legacy 
since  she  first  arrived  on  campus  in  August 
2004.  After  a  semester  of  membership,  she 
embraced  a  greater  role  in  the  organization; 
she  applied  and  was  selected  to  join  The 
Legacy  Board,  the  organizations  governing 
body. 

"The  Legacy  appealed  to  me  for  a  number 
of  reasons,"  Cangelosi  explained.  "Like  my 
high  school  (St.  Scholastica),  The  Legacy 
is  founded  on  four  pillars.  In  high  school 
it  was  work,  prayer,  study  and  commu- 
nity and  in  The  Legacy  its  tradition,  pride, 
loyalty  and  excellence.  I  also  liked  the  idea 
of  being  able  to  have  a  part  in  continuing 
Southern  Miss  traditions,  and  this  organiza- 
tion is  my  way  to  do  that." 

As  a  leadership  scholar,  Cangelosi  was 

,  i     i       T  r-     ■  As  president  of  The  Legacy,  Ashley  Cangelosi  hopes  to  reach  a  broader 

required  to  attend  the  Legacy  Series—  s^ent,^ 

a  series  of  lectures  by  Southern  Miss 

administration,  faculty  and  staff  that  gives  attendees  an  insight  to  the 

University's  past. 

"I  really  enjoyed  the  Legacy  Series  lectures,"  Cangelosi  said.  "Going 
to  these  events  and  hearing  (President  Emeritus)  Dr.  (Aubrey)  Lucas 
talk  about  the  early  history  of  the  University  and  hearing  (Vice 
President  of  Student  Affairs)  Dr.  (Joe)  Paul  talk  about  the  changes  in 
student  life  made  me  want  to  get  involved.  Also,  a  number  of  students 
I  respected  encouraged  me  to  get  involved." 

The  Mandeville,  La.,  native  presides  over  her  first  meeting  in 
August,  but  that  did  not  stop  her  from  using  the  summer  break  to 
plan  an  amazing  year  for  the  organization. 

Cangelosi  believes  The  Legacy  has  a  lot  to  offer  the  Southern  Miss 
campus  and  she  wants  to  see  the  spirit  taken  to  the  next  level.  The 
Legacy  is  a  large  organization  but  she  would  like  to  see  more  students, 
including  freshmen,  more  involved. 

A  top  priority  is  to  move  the  organization  to  a  more  visible  posi- 


tion on  campus  and  she  plans  on  doing 
so  by  utilizing  a  more  aggressive  pub- 
lic relations  campaign,  including  more 
advertising,  to  increase  participation  for 
Legacy-sponsored  events. 

As  The  Legacy  president,  Cangelosi 
is  an  ex-officio  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  Board  of  Directors — a  posi- 
tion she  takes  seriously. 

"As  Legacy  president,  I  want  to  make 

sure  I'm  in  constant  communication  with 

the  Alumni  Association  to  make   sure 

there's   a   bridge   between   the   student 

chapter  and  the  Association,''  Cangelosi 

said.  "I  want  to  make  sure  students  who 

.    ^  I  are  active  in  The  Legacy  continue  to  be 

&*?>  alter  they  graduate.  Our  goal  is  to  take 

%\  ^k   i$  '  active  students  and  help  them  become 

if  '  J>p  active  alumni." 

Cangelosi   hopes   to   reach   out   to   a 
broader  student  base  as  president  of  The 
i  Legacy.  She  believes  the  diversity  of  this 
year's  Legacy  Board  will  help. 

"This  year's  Legacy  Board  is  extremely 
diverse,"  Cangelosi  said.  "We  are  tapping 
in  to  every  facet  of  student  life.  There  are 
students  who  just  finished  as  freshmen  and 
also  students  who  are  at  the  end  of  their 
time  here.  I  hope  the  day  comes  that  every 
student  wants  to  be  a  part  of  The  Legacy,  so 
they  can  continue  to  build  the  pnde  of  the  University." 

The  Legacy  is  not  the  only  organization  Cangelosi  holds  dear  to  her 
heart.  She  has  been  involved  in  a  number  of  on-campus  organizations. 
She  is  currently  secretary  of  Chi  Omega  Fraternity,  executive  direc- 
tor of  student  initiatives  for  the  Student  Government  Association,  a 
2006  Southern  Style  orientation  leader  and  Golden  Eagle  Welcome 
Week  leader.  She  is  also  a  member  ot  Lambda  Sigma.  Alpha  Lambda 
Delta,  Phi  Eta  Sigma,  the  Union  Advisory  Board,  the  Thad  Cochran 
Center  Grand  Opening  Committee,  Campus  Crusade  tor  Christ  lead- 
ership team.  Catholic  Student  Organization  and  the  Honors  College. 
Additionally,  Cangelosi  is  a  leadership  scholar  and  ambassador. 
Southern  Miss  pride  runs  deep  in  Cangelosi. 
"I'm  proud  to  be  a  part  of  this  University."  Cangelosi  said.  "The  late 
Powell  Ogletree  said  it  best  when  he  said.  It's  great  to  be  a  Golden 
Eagle."  He  couldn't  have  been  more  right.  There's  no  better  time  to 
stand  up  and  be  proud  of  this  University" 
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Karnes-Sullivan  Gallery  Endowment:  A  Unique  Gift  Continues  Giving 


A  season  of  giving,  friendship,  and 
a  love  for  the  arts  was  the  motivation 
behind  a  gift  to  create  an  endowment  to 
benefit  generations  of  visual  artists. 

This  past  Christmas,  Frances  Karnes 
and  Jack  Sullivan  presented  to  Dr.  M. 
Ray  Karnes  a  sealed  envelope  that  con- 
tained a  photograph  of  Gallery  II  in 
Southern  Miss'  Museum  of  Art.  Gallery 
II  was  the  only  unnamed  gallery  in  the 
museum,  which  would  soon  bear  Rays 
name  along  with  longtime  friend  John 
J.  "Jack"  Sullivan  of  New  Orleans.  As  a 
result  of  their  collaborative  efforts,  the 
Karnes-Sullivan  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Museum  of  Art  Endowment 
was  established. 

"Ray  was  very  surprised  and  pleased. 
He  was  shocked,"  said  Frances  Karnes, 
director  of  the  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center 
for  Gifted  Studies  at  Southern  Miss. 

A  longtime  Southern  Miss  supporter,  Sullivan  worked  with  her  to 
secretly  create  the  Karnes-Sullivan  Gallery  because  of  Rays  love  for 
the  arts.  "Jack  and  I  have  partnered  on  several  things,  including  the 
Frances  A.  Karnes  Endowed  Chair,  the  Christopher  J.  Karnes  Gifted 


From  left,  Frances  A.  Karnes,  M.  Ray  Karnes,  and,  John  J.  "Jack"  Sullivan 
of  New  Orleans,  celebrate  the  naming  of  the  Karnes-Sullivan  Gallery  at 
Southern  Miss. 


Education  Memorial  Scholarship,  and 
the  Dr.  Frances  A.  Karnes  scholarship." 
Sullivan  fabricated  a  chair  of  metal 
from  a  sketch  drawn  by  the  Karnes'  late 
son,  Chris,  a  Southern  Miss  graduate. 
The  base  of  the  chair  reads,  "Sit  here 
and  remember"  and  is  dedicated  to 
Southern  Miss  faculty,  staff,  students 
and  alumni  who  have  passed  away. 
Chris  Karnes,  a  painter  who  loved  the 
arts,  died  in  1998.  His  work  has  been 
displayed  at  various  art  galleries  in  New 
Orleans  and  Chicago. 

Sullivan  explained  he  was  "happy 
to  participate  in  the  creation  of  the 
endowment  because  of  his  esteem  for 
Dr.  Ray  Karnes  and  because  of  the 
influence  USM  had  on  Chris  Karnes' 
artistic  development." 

This  past  spring  semester,  a  dedica- 
tion ceremony  was  held  at  the  museum 
with  friends  and  family  in  attendance.   An  art  exhibition  showcased 
works  of  more  than  250  art  and  design  students  in  various  media. 

"I  am  deeply  honored  to  have  the  gallery  named  for  me.  I  hope  oth- 
ers will  join  in  contributing  to  the  endowment,"  said  Ray  Karnes. 


Inaugural  Class  of  Luckyday  Scholars  Graduates 


Staci  Cox  of  Brandon,  Tabitha  Epperson  of  Pass  Chris- 
tian, and  DeVita  King  of  Jackson  all  received  their 
Luckyday  stoles  to  wear  proudly  on  graduation  day. 

For  a  special  group  of  students  who  gradu- 
ated this  May,  the  event  marked  completion 
of  their  degrees  as  the  inaugural  class  of 
Luckyday  Scholars. 


In  the  fall  of  2002,  Luckyday  Scholars 
comprised  the  first  class  of  students  in  the 
Citizenship  Scholars  Program,  which  is  fund- 
ed by  the  Luckyday  Foundation.  Since  that 
time,  they  have  made  a  great  impact  on  the 
University  and  community. 

Luckyday  Director  Larry  Sparkman  is  proud 
of  this  group  for  representing  the  program  and 
Southern  Miss  over  the  past  four  years. 

"This  group  has  excelled  in  the  classroom  as 
well  as  our  community,  completing  more  than 
15,000  hours  of  community  service  during 
their  four  years  in  the  Luckyday  Program.  They 
have  not  only  made  an  impact  on  our  school 
but  our  community  as  well,"  Sparkman  said. 

On  August  2,  2002,  this  scholarship  began 
for  incoming  outstanding  freshmen  that 
prove  themselves  as  exemplary  students, 
have  demonstrated  community  involvement, 
and  have  a  need  for  financial  assistance  to 
fulfill  their  college  career. 

With  a  record  of  400  scholarships  and 
$1  million  annually  to  Southern  Miss,  the 
Luckyday  Scholarship  Program  is  the  largest 
gift  in  Southern  Miss  history. 

Overall,  the  scholars  agreed  and  spoke  about 
the  great  opportunities  that  the  Luckyday 
Program  has  given  to  them.  Monica  Stevens, 
a  senior  psychology  major  from  Laurel,  has 
enjoyed   working  with   the   other  Luckyday 


Scholars  throughout  her  four  years  and  was 
also  one  of  the  recipients  of  the  Luckyday  Study 
Abroad  Scholarships  for  the  program  of  her 
choice,  British  Studies.  The  Luckyday  Program 
paid  for  Stevens  and  22  other  senior  scholars  to 
attend  the  various  study  abroad  programs. 

"Through  the  Luckyday  Program  I  have 
been  able  to  focus  on  my  school  work,  and  the 
program  has  also  given  me  the  right  resources 
to  work  throughout  the  community,  which  has 
contributed  to  my  education,"  Stevens  said. 

The  graduates  also  attended  a  reception  at 
the  University  presidents  home.  At  the  recep- 
tion, the  graduating  seniors  received  their  gold 
stoles  to  wear  on  graduation  day  and  advice 
from  University  President  Shelby  Thames  and 
Luckyday  Foundation  board  members.  "They 
(Luckyday  Scholars)  have  not  only  made  an 
impact  on  our  school  but  our  community  as 
well,"  Sparkman  said.  "We  are  excited  to  see 
where  this  new  stage  of  life  will  take  them. 
Their  education  at  Southern  Miss  has  them 
well  prepared  to  make  a  difference  wherever 
they  choose  to  go." 

Southern  Miss  has  400  Luckyday  Scholars. 
Each  grant  recipient  is  required  to  have  a 
financial  need,  maintain  a  3.0  grade  point 
average,  have  engagements  in  communi- 
ty service  or  service  learning,  and  be  a 
Mississippi  resident. 


28 


THE  TALON 


NEWS 


Kelly  Gene  Cook  Sr.  Charitable  Foundation  Commits  $1.25  Million  to  DuBard  School 


The  Kelly  Gene  Cook  Sr.  Charitable  Foundation  Inc.  has  made 
a  $1.25  million  commitment  to  the  DuBard  School  for  Language 
Disorders.  The  foundation  now  has  a  cumulative  giving  record  of 
more  than  $3  million  to  the  DuBard  School. 

"The  Kelly  Cook  Foundation  is  very  proud 
of  the  DuBard  School,"  said  Houston,  Texas, 
resident  Peggy  Cook  Pool,  who  is  Kelly  Gene 
Cooks  widow  and  president  of  the  founda- 
tions board  of  directors.  "I  still  remember  the 
first  time  we  walked  into  the  classrooms  of 
the  DuBard  School  and  saw  the  amazing  work 
the  teachers  and  staff  were  accomplishing. 

"Dr.  DuBard  also  made  a  lasting  impression 
on  me.  I  remember  thinking  at  that  time  that 
we  need  more  devoted  people  like  her  that 
had  a  vision  to  help  children  with  language 
and  hearing  disorders." 

The  DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders 
was  founded  in  1962  as  the  School  for 
Preschool  Deaf  and  Aphasic  Children  and 
was  later  renamed  the  School  for  Children 

with  Language  Disorders  by  Dr.  Etoile  DuBard.  The  school's  mission 
continues  to  serve  preschoolers  and  school-aged  children  with  severe 
language  or  speech  disorders  and  hearing  impairments,  as  well  as 
to  provide  guidance  and  counseling  for  the 
children's  parents  and  families  in  the  Kelly 
Gene  Cook  Sr.  Building. 

Internationally  known  for  its  program, 
the  DuBard  School  has  59  children  currently 
enrolled  in  the  full-time  program,  with  100  on 
the  waiting  list.  Twenty  children  receive  services 
through  its  out-client  program  and  50  children 
await  admission.  Out-client  children  have  less 
severe  speech  and  language  disorders,  or  dys- 
lexia, or  are  on  the  waiting  list  for  the  enroll- 
ment program.  Most  of  these  children  function 
in  a  typical  school  environment,  with  additional 
specialized  therapy  support  of  the  out-client 
program. 

"The  DuBard  School  takes  children  with  no 
hope  and  gives  them  a  future,"  said  Kathy  Johnson  of  Hattiesburg, 
whose  son,  Tanner,  is  completing  his  fourth  year  at  DuBard.  Prior  to 


Dr.  Peter  Fos,  dean  of  the  College  of  Health,  presents  an 
award  to  Deborah  Rochelle,  vice  president  of  the  Kelly 
Gene  Cook  Sr.  Charitable  Foundation's  board  of  directors 
in  recognition  of  the  foundation's  $1.25  commitment  to 
the  Dubard  School. 


Former  Mississippi  lieutenant  governor  Evelyn  Gandy, 
who  attended  the  announcement  of  the  Cook  Foundation 
gift,  has  been  instrumental  in  helping  the  Dubard  School 
secure  funding  over  the  years. 


beginning  at  DuBard,  Tanner  was  severely  autistic.  He  was  6  years 
old,  had  a  10-word  vocabulary,  and  could  not  read  or  write. 

Instructors  at  the  DuBard  School  work  on  social  skills  as  well  as  academ- 
ic skills.  Johnson  said  because  of  this,  Tanner  has  become  a  well-mannered 
young  man.  He  knows  how  to  read  and  write, 
and  he  participates  in  the  Upward  Basketball  and 
Football  programs  at  Temple  Baptist  Church. 

"The    DuBard    School    not    only    greatly 
improved  the  quality  of  my  son's  life,  but  also 
the  lives  of  my  entire  family.  We  are  able  to  do 
things  as  a  family  that  we  never  could  have 
done  without  the  DuBard  School.  My  husband 
and  I  feel  like  we  literally  owe  them  our  lives." 
Kelly  Gene  Cook  Sr.  was  a  native  of  French 
Camp,  and  a  Mississippi  State  University  grad- 
uate. He  worked  in  the  pipeline  industry  in 
Houston,  Texas,  for  more  than  three  decades. 
Established  in  1986,  the  Kelly  Gene  Cook  Sr. 
Charitable    Foundation    Inc.    provides   funds 
to  support  charitable,   religious,   educational 
and   scientific    organizations   in   Mississippi, 
Louisiana  and  Texas.  The  foundation  funds  a  total  of  eight  undergradu- 
ate scholarship  recipients  and  three  graduate  assistantships  m  speech- 
language  pathology  at  Southern  Miss,  along  with  other  scholarships  at 
several  Mississippi  universities. 

The  DuBard  School  facility's  namesake  was 
the  largest  donor,  with  a  $1  million  contribu- 
tion toward  the  erection  of  the  S3  million 
17,000  square-foot  building.  Dedicated  in 
2002,  the  new  building  is  structured  with 
eight  classrooms;  two  large  and  four  small 
therapy  rooms;  two  multipurpose  rooms  for 
use  as  a  cafeteria  /  large  meeting  room  and 
professional  development  room;  a  library  / 
parent  center;  and  a  computer  lab. 

The  fourth  commitment  since  1995  of 
the  Cook  Foundation  to  the  DuBard  School, 
this  most  recent  donation  will  be  used  to 
provide  services  for  children  with  significant 
language,  speech  and  /  or  hearing  disabilities 
and  professional  development  programs  in  the  Association  Method,  a 
multisensory  teaching-learning  strategy 


Southern  Miss  Receives  $1  Million  for  Beckman  Scholars 


A  $  1  million  gift  from  the  Beckman  Foundation 
will  benefit  students  affected  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  with  aptitude  in  math  and  science. 

"We  are  grateful  that  the  Beckman 
Foundation  has  stepped  forward  to  ensure 
that  a  generation  of  scientists  and  inven- 
tors has  not  been  washed  away  by  Katrina. 
It  gives  us  scholarship  support  so  that  the 
young  people  devastated  by  Katrina's  wind 
and  surge  will  not  also  have  their  futures  in 
science  and  math  ravaged,"  said  University 
President  Shelby  Thames. 

The  Honorable  George  L.  Argyros,  for- 
mer U.S.  ambassador  to  Spain  and  Andorra 


and  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Beckman 
Foundation,  was  present  at  the  announce- 
ment. Ambassador  Argyros  has  served  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Richard  Nixon  Library  & 
Birthplace  Foundation,  was  a  1993  recipient 
of  the  Horatio  Alger  Award  of  Distinguished 
Americans — perhaps  the  single  most  coveted 
award  given  in  America  to  non-military,  non- 
show  business  individuals — and  has  had  a 
distinguished  career  in  public  and  private 
sectors. 

"We  thank  Gov.  Barbour  for  lus  attention 
in  assisting  us  to  secure  this  important  schol- 
arship funding.  Gov.  Barbour's  focus  and  care 


for  students  affected  by  Katrina  help  secure 
the  future  of  our  state.  By  fostering  the  cre- 
ation of  knowledge,  discovery  and  innovative 
thinking  through  the  Beckman  scholarships. 
Southern  Miss  will  continue  to  lead  in  sci- 
ence and  math  as  we  continue  our  recovery 
from  Katrina."  concluded  Thames. 

Southern  Miss  reports  Katrina-related 
damage  to  the  Gulf  Park  campus  and  other 
University  sues  on  the  coast  at  approximately 
$290  million  and  financial  year-end  short- 
falls exceeding  $9  million.  More  than  1,800 
students  were  enrolled  at  Southern  Miss  Gulf 
Coast  campuses  this  spring. 
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Bertha  Maude  Fritzsche: 

Party  of  the  First  Part 

By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 


Fritzsche-Gibbs  Hall  is  one  of  three  buildings  on  the  Southern 
Miss  Hattiesburg  campus  named  in  honor  of  two  individuals.  Both 
namesakes.  Dr.  Bertha  Maude  Fritzsche  and  Dr.  Sarah  Weaver  Gibbs, 
figured  prominently  in  the  growth  and  development  of  the  School 
of  Home  Economics,  but  in  this  article,  the  spotlight  will  be  on  Dr. 
Fritzsche,  the  party  of  the  first  part. 

Bertha  Maude  Fritzsche  was  born  April  24,  1901,  in  Primghar, 
Iowa,  to  Edward  Frederick  Fritzsche  and  Alice  Jobst  Fritzsche.  She 
had  two  older  brothers,  Carl  and  Ernest,  and  a  younger  sister,  Jessie. 
She  attended  the  elementary  and  secondary  schools  of  Primghar, 
earned  bachelors  and  masters  degrees  from  Iowa  State  University,  and 
completed  her  doctorate  at  Ohio  State  University. 

Before  coming  to  Southern  Miss,  she  taught  home  economics  in 
Humboldt,  Iowa,  and  Savannah,  Mo.,  and  served  as  head  of  the 
Department  of  Home  Economics  at  Graceland  College  in  Lamoni, 
Iowa.  She  came  to  Southern  Miss  (then  State  Teachers  College)  in 
1929  as  a  teacher  of  home  economics  and  spent  her  first  year  direct- 
ing student  teachers  in  Petal  and  supervising  the  Itinerant  Teacher 
Training  Program  in  south  Mississippi. 

She  was  named  Dean  of  Women  in  1933,  and  in  1937  she 
assumed  the  additional  role  of  head  of  the  Home  Economics 
Department.  Among  the  many  significant  accomplishments  during 
her  tenure  were  the  operation  of  two  home  management  houses 
(Grace  Bennett  House  and  Kate  Hubbard  House),  establishment  of 
a  master's  degree  program,  opening  of  the  Charcoal  Room  in  the 
University  Commons  as  a  laboratory  for  students  in  institutional 
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Beatrice  Campbell  looks  on  as  Ruth  Wallace  of  the  American  Vocational  Association 
presents  a  life  membership  certificate  to  Dr.  Bertha  Fritzsche  in  this  1959  photo. 


Dr.  Fritzsche  continued  to  serve  students  at  Southern  Miss  as  a  teacher  until  1968, 
two  years  after  she  stepped  down  as  head  of  Home  Economics. 

management,  and  the  addition  of  the  Infant  Development  Center. 
In  1945  the  Home  Economics  Department  was  designated  the 
Division  of  Home  Economics,  but  Dr.  Fritzsche's  ultimate  dream  was 
that  it  would  become  the  School  of  Home  Economics,  and  in  1968 
she  saw  her  dream  come  true. 

Dr.  Fritzsche  stepped  down  as  head  of  Home  Economics  in  1966 
but  continued  teaching  at  Southern  Miss  until  1968  and  at  William 
Carey  College  from  1969  to  1971,  when  ill  health  forced  her  to  retire. 
She  moved  to  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  in  1987  to  be  near  her  nieces, 
Lucille  Petras  and  Doris  Ihde.  She  spent  the  final  years  of  her  life 
in  Friendship  Haven,  a  Methodist  retirement  home  in  Fort  Dodge, 
where  she  died  on  March  3,  1990.  A  memorial  service  was  held  for 
her  in  Danforth  Chapel  at  Southern  Miss  on  March  6  of  that  year. 

Dr.  Fritzsche  was  recognized  frequently  and  in  numerous  ways  for 
her  professional  achievements: 

•  She  was  listed  in  the  prestigious  publications  Who's  Who  of 
American  Women  and  Who's  Who  in  American  Education. 

•  She  was  honored  as  Home  Economist  of  the  Year  in  1963  by  the 
Mississippi  Home  Economics  Association. 

•  On  April  23,  1966,  the  Forrest  County  chapter  of  the  Home 
Economics  Alumnae  Association  held  a  "Bertha  Maude  Fritzsche 
Day"  in  honor  of  her  37  years  of  service  at  Southern  Miss. 
During  the  celebration,  it  was  announced  that  a  graduate  fellow- 
ship had  been  established  in  her  name. 
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•  In  1968,  the  Alumni  Association  named  her  Distinguished 
Professor  of  the  Year. 

•  In  1969,  the  home  economics  building  was  named  for  her.  The 
name  of  her  successor,  Dr.  Sarah  Weaver  Gibbs,  was  added  in 
1997. 

•  Her  alma  mater,  Iowa  State  University,  honored  her  in  1971  by 
naming  her  Home  Economics  Alumnus  of  the  Year. 

•  In  1982,  Dr.  Fntzsche  was  included  in  Lena  Baileys  book,  Home 
Economics  Teacher  Education:  Seventy  Significant  Leaders. 

As  a  teacher,  Dr.  Fntzsche s  job  was  to  prepare  young  women  to 
teach  home  economics  and  to  manage  their  own  homes  effectively.  Of 
equal  importance  was  the  task  of  instilling  self-confidence  and  pride 
of  accomplishment  in  each  of  her  students,  and  all  indications  are 
that  she  did  her  job  well.  On  Bertha  Maude  Fntzsche  Day  in  1966,  a 
group  of  letters  from  former  students,  many  of  whom  became  teach- 
ers, were  compiled  in  book  form  and  presented  to  Fntzsche.  All  of 
the  letters  are  glowing  testimonials  to  a  remarkable  teacher,  and  the 
following  are  excerpts  from  several  of  them: 

•  "Thank  you  for  inspiring  your  many  students  with  the  enthusiasm 
you  feel  for  Home  Economics.  Thank  you  for  demanding  the 
perfection  that  we  would  all  like  to  attain."  (Vi  Tarrer  Smith) 

•  "Your  presence  at  the  University  will  be  missed,  but  the  good  you 
have  done  will  live  forever."  (Nina  T.  Smith) 

•  "My  heart  swells  with  pride  when  I  have  the  privilege  of  being 
called  'one  of  Dr.  Fntzsches  girls.'"  (Arlene  Miller  Bush) 

•  "Humbly  and  sincerely,  I  thank  God  for  having  you  as  my  ideal 
in  life."  (Sarah  Kate  Graves  Josey) 

•  "If  I  were  asked  to  keynote  the  affair  (Bertha  Fntzsche  Day),  I 
would  quote  Proverbs  30:31:  'Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her  hands; 
and  let  her  own  works  praise  her  in  the  gates.'"  (Louise  Crosby) 

In  a  1987  interview  with  Sharon  Wertz  of  the  Hattiesburg  American, 
Dr.  Fntzsche  said,  "As  a  teacher,  I  felt  my  purpose  was  to  try  to  help 
my  students  reach  their  potential.  I  think  maybe  my  students  would 
agree  that  I  did  perhaps  challenge  them  to  do  more  than  they  thought 
they  were  capable  of  doing."  She  added,  "I  love  teaching.  I'd  be 
teaching  today,  if  I  could  hear." 
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Alumni  Association  Executive  Secretary  Powell  Ogletree,  Dr.  Bertha  Fritzsche,  and 
Mrs.  Willis  Terry  discuss  an  edition  of  Alumni  News  in  this  1966  photo. 


Bertha  Fritzsche  served  as  sponsor  of  the  Esther  Rogers  Home  Economics  Club. 
(Neka  Camon,  1930) 

Dr.  Fritzsche  began  keeping  a  diary  in  1937  and  continued  until 
1990.  After  her  death,  the  diaries  were  donated  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Archives.   One  of  the  earliest  entries  portrays  a  lively  sense  of  humor: 

"Started  off  the  day  by  stepping  into  a  hole  -  backed  into 
while  picking  English  Ivy  for  my  office.   The  only  thing 
that  kept  me  from  being  buried  alive  was  the  fact  that  my 
body  was  too  big  for  the  size  of  the  hole  -  only  the  right 
leg  was  accommodated,  but  it  was  muddy  up  to  the  knee." 

Subsequent  entries  reflect  her  daily  activities,  as  well  as  national 
events  such  as  the  bombing  of  Pearl  Harbor  in  1941.  the  dropping  of 
the  atomic  bomb  on  Hiroshima  in  1945.  John  F  Kennedys  assassina- 
tion in  1963,  the  1968  assassination  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr..  and 
the  attempted  assassination  of  Ronald  Reagan  in  1981. 

The  last  words  in  her  diary,  written  March  _.  19°0.  begins:  "\Ye 
have  a  beautiful  bright  sky-blue  in  the  heavens  this  morning,  a  joy  to 
look  at."  The  entry  ends:  "As  usual,  read  the  Upper  Room  £z  for  this 
date  from  Unto  the  Hills,  by  Billy  Graham." 

*Dr.  J.  Fred  Walker  will  be  the  subject  ot  discussion  in  the  next 
issue  ot  The  Talon. 
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Circulation  Boom: 

Successful  Phoenix  Publications  the  Product 
of  Alumnus'  Proper  Planning 


Bill  Phalen  '65,  right,  is  owner  of  Cities  West  Publishing,  Inc.,  which  publishes  Phoenix  magazine 
and  Phoenix  Home  &  Garden.  Above,  Phalen  discusses  an  edition  with  Aubrey  Lucas,  president 
emeritus  of  the  University. 

Bill  Phalens  name  might  not  be  as  familiar  to  Phoenix 
residents  as  the  name  of  new  Arizona  Cardinal  quarter- 
back Matt  Leinart,  but  his  work  certainly  is  just  as,  if  not 
more,  popular.  True,  Leinart  is  one  of  the  most  recognizable 
athletes  in  the  country  but  while  thousands  will  purchase 
their  tickets  to  see  the  former  Heisman  Trophy  winner  line 
up  under  center  on  Sundays  this  fall,  hundreds  of  thousands 
routinely  pay  to  see  Phalens  work  in  action.  Considering 
the  former  Southern  Cal  quarterbacks  status  as  a  football 
hero  it  might  also  come  as  a  surprise  that  he  would  jump  at 
the  chance  to  work  with  Phalen. 

However,  Phalen,  a  1965  graduate  of  Southern  Miss,  is 
the  owner  of  Cities  West  Publishing,  which  produces  two 
of  the  most  popular  magazines  in  the  western  United  States, 
Phoenix  magazine  and  Phoenix  Home  &  Garden.  And  Phoenix 
magazines  most  recent  cover  photo  featured  Leinart,  the 
Cardinals'  top  draft  selection  in  2006. 

Since  Phalen  purchased  Phoenix  Home  &  Garden  in  1997 
and  Phoenix  magazine  one  year  later,  he  has  grown  Cities 
West  Publishing  into  an  enterprise  that  employs  85  people. 
In  addition  to  the  two  primary  publications,  Cities  West 
annually  produces  a  medical  guide  and  a  home  and  garden 
resource  directory.  This  fall,  they  will  add  an  Arizona  travel 
guide.  It  is  challenging  work  for  sure,  but  Phalen,  who 
majored  in  journalism  at  Southern  Miss,  is  enjoying  every 
minute  of  it. 

"I  like  the  fact  that  it  is  tangible,"  he  said.  "It  is  a  business 
where  you  can  see  the  finished  product.  You  can  put  it  on 


your  coffee  table.  A  magazine  has  a  shelf  life  that  advertisers 
appreciate.  It  stays  around  until  the  next  issue." 

Although  Phoenix  magazine  and  Phoenix  Home  &  Garden 
are  40  and  25  years  old  respectively,  both  have  experienced 
unprecedented  growth  under  Phalens  leadership.  Both 
are  among  the  fastest  growing  publications  in  the  country. 
Phalens  secret  is  no  secret  at  all  -  hard  work  and  proper 
planning. 

"I  believe  the  content  is  improved;  it  is  more  meaningful," 
he  said.  "We've  been  successful  at  repositioning  our  product; 
it  has  a  perceived  value  that  it  did  not  have  previously." 

Phalen  gained  experience  in  the  magazine  industry  sell- 
ing advertising  space  for  Reinhold  Publishing  in  Chicago. 
In  1970,  he  and  his  brother  bought  their  first  radio  station 
in  Las  Vegas.  Soon,  they  formed  a  group  of  eight  stations 
in  Phoenix,  Tuscan  and  Las  Vegas.  In  1985  they  sold  the 
company,  but  by  1992  he  was  back  in  the  radio  business  as 
owner  of  some  16  stations.  He  earned  a  Master  of  Arts  from 
Vermont  College  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
for  the  Arizona  State  University's  Walter  Cronkite  School  of 
Journalism  and  Mass  Communication. 

He  credits  his  Southern  Miss  education  as  a  factor  in  his 
career  success. 

"It  was  much  smaller  than  it  is  now,"  he  said.  "I  felt  con- 
nected. Because  of  the  culture  here  and  the  way  the  profes- 
sors related  to  their  students,  I  felt  that  I  received  a  better 
education  than  I  would  have  had  I  gone  to  a  much  larger 
university." 

As  a  student,  Phalen  worked  as  the  business  manager  for 
the  Student  Printz,  selling  ads  for  the  student  paper. 

"At  the  time  we  made  quite  a  bit  of  money,  enough  to  pay 
for  the  cost  of  publication,"  Phalen  said.  "The  job  helped  pay 
for  my  education." 

Phalen  came  to  Hattiesburg  from  Illinois  on  the  advice  of  a 
close  friend  who  had  earned  a  pair  of  graduate  degrees  from 
Southern  Miss.   He  quickly  made  himself  right  at  home. 

"It  was  a  very  cordial  atmosphere,"  Phalen  recalled.  "The 
people  were  very  friendly.  There  is  truth  to  the  saying  about 
'Southern  hospitality'  The  teaching  staff  was  very  dedicated 
to  the  student  body  -  remarkably  so." 

After  a  recent  visit  back  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus, 
Phalen  said  that  while  the  campus  has  grown,  little  else  had 
changed. 

"Today,  it  is  principally  the  same,"  he  said.  "It's  a  little 
larger,  and  there  are  more  buildings,  but  the  atmosphere  has 
not  changed." 

Phalen  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
a  contributor  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  on  the 
Platinum  Participating  Gift  Level. 
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Cities  West  Publishing,  Inc.,  which  is  owned  by  alumnus  Bill  Phalen 
'65,  publishes  Phoenix  magazine,  Phoenix  Home  &  Garden  and  the 
Phoenix  Home  &  Garden  Resource  Directory,  as  well  as  the  Phoenix  maga- 
zine Medical  Guide. 

While  Phoenix  magazine  has  been  printed  for  more  than  40  years,  it 
has  experienced  a  circulation  and  readership  boom  since  Phalen  gained 
ownership  almost  a  decade  ago.  Today,  it  boasts  320,000  readers.  And 
while  Phoenix  magazine  is  one  of  the  top  city  /  regional  publications  in 
the  country,  Phoenix  Home  &  Garden  has  found  its  own  sizeable  niche. 
The  publication,  which  has  a  paid  circulation  of  86,000,  provides  ideas 
for  the  home  and  regionally-suited  advice  for  growing  plants  in  the 
desert.  It  also  features  a  local  events  calendar,  dining  information  and 
art  gallery  updates. 

According  to  Capell's  Circulation  Report,  an  industry  newsletter, 
Phoenix  Home  &  Garden  was  No.  1  in  ad  page  growth  from  1993  to 
2003,  with  a  125  percent  increase  in  sales.  The  magazine  was  one  of 
only  18  similar  titles  that  sold  in  excess  of  1,000  ad  pages  in  2003. 
Compared  to  other  city-regional  magazines,  Phoenix  Home  &  Garden 
ranked  second  in  growth,  with  an  81  percent  paid  circulation  increase. 
Capell's  also  ranked  Phoenix  magazine  as  one  of  the  top  circulation  gain- 
ers of  the  decade  with  a  22  percent  increase. 

Organized  alphabetically,  the  Phoenix  Home  &  Garden  Resource  Directory 
is  a  guide  containing  hundreds  of  listings  in  16  different  categories  related 
to  the  home,  including  lighting,  cabinetry,  flooring  and  more. 
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with  a  little  help  from  the  orange  and  blue 

>  southernmiss.net  dial-up  internet 

super  fast  dial-up  internet  at  a  low  monthly  rate, 
local  dial-up  numbers  throught  Mississippi 

>  southernmiss.net  e-mail  account 

yourname@southernmiss.net  e-mail  account, 
regardless  of  your  internet  provider 

>  EagleVolP  phone  service 

call  ANYONE.  ANVJNHB&  ANYTK  for  less  than  $25  per  month 
includes  premium  calling  features  -  voicemail,  call  forwarding,  caller  ID, 
sim  ring,  and  more  -  at  no  extra  charge 

sign  up  at  www.southernmiss.net 


M-egaGafe 

broadband 


TM 


MegaGate  Broadband  is  the  phone  and  internet 
provider  of  choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni. 

1 .86. MEGAGATE  •  www.megagate.com 


The  grand  opening  of  the  $30  million  That)  Cochran  Center  will  be  held  Sept  5-9. 


The  University  is  throwing  a  week-long  party  Sept.  5-9  to  celebrate 
the  completion  of  one  of  the  largest  undertakings  m  Southern 
Miss  history  -  the  development  of  the  Thad  Cochran  Center.  After 
14  years  of  planning  and  construction  the  $30  million  expansion  of 
the  R.C.  Cook  University  Union  is  ready  to  open  its  doors. 

Festivities  will  kick  off  Tuesday,  Sept.  5,  with  building  tours  and 


a  ribbon  cutting  ceremony  and  will  continue  throughout  the  week 
with  numerous  activities  and  events,  including  a  chef  competi- 
tion, live  music,  book  sigmngs,  exhibits,  entertainment,  student 
tairs,  special  dinners  and  receptions,  giveaways  and  more.  Events 
will  conclude  on  Saturday,  Sept.  °,  with  the  Southern  Miss  vs.  SE 
Louisiana  lootball  game. 
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J.  B.  George  Commons  Serves  Its  Final  Meaes 


BY  KlM  BUSCHE 

Catering  Director,  EAGLE  Dining 

As  I  write,  we  are  preparing  the  last  meal  to  be  served  to  students  in  theJ.B. 
George  University  Commons.  This  evening  when  we  loch  the  doors  this  tired 
but  strong  building  will  have  finished  its  tour  of  duty. 

My  estimation  is  approximately  43  years  of  nourishment  for  the  body  and 
sometimes  the  soul.  It  would  be  impossible  to  guess  at  the  number  oj  feet  that 
have  climbed  those  white  stairs;  however,  to  look  at  the  wear  on  them  you  can  only 
imagine.  It  is  probable  that  the  majority  oj  students  who  attended  the  University 
over  the  last  43  years  have  eaten  here.  It  was  quite  possibly  one  of  the  most  used 
buildings  on  campus.  People  have  come  from  all  over  the  world  to  dine.  Many 
have  spent  hours  studying  to  build  a  career.  Just  about  everyone  has  greeted,  met 
or  made  a  friend  here.  We  have  done  high-level  business,  serious  fund  raising, 
joyful  awards  ceremonies,  tearful  memorials,  downright  fun  food  fights,  spirit 
rallies,  dates,  formal  dinners,  initiations,  recruiting,  graduations  and  even  wed- 
dings. Our  tables  have  been  pulled  up  to  by  doctors,  lawyers,  bakers,  candlestick 
makers,  teachers,  athletes,  musicians,  research  scientists,  members  of  the  military, 
priests,  school  children,  mommas  and  daddies,  senators,  governors,  class  presi- 
dents, policemen,  nurses,  babies,  nuns,  writers,  farmers,  shrimpers  and  many 
others.  The  cuisine  has  varied  as  the  times  have  changed.  I  would  guess  that  there 
have  been  millions  of  pounds  of  chicken  served.  There  are  years  of  memories  from 
this  square  in  the  center  of  campus. 

There  is  no  fanfare  this  evening.  No  bells  and  whistles.  Just  hungry  students 
eating  dinner. 

Mission  accomplished. 

Editor's  Note:  Beginning  this  fall,  students  will  dine  in  the  Cochran  Center.  A 
full-time  use  for  theJ.B.  George  Commons  has  not  yet  been  determined. 


The  Cochran  Center  brings  meeting  facilities,  fine  dining  and  student 
services  under  one  roof.  It  features  a  presidential  suite,  which  includes  a 
dining  room,  conference  room  and  reception  area. 


The  lobby  on  the  first  floor  provides  one  entrance  to  the  second  largest 
collegiate  Bames  &  Noble  Bookstore  in  the  Southeast 


"The  facility  is  the  largest  construction  project  ever  under- 
taken on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,"  said  Barbara  Ross,  Union  and  Programs  director. 
"We  are  looking  forward  to  the  grand  opening  as  an  opportunity 
to  celebrate  this  magnificent  building,  as  well  as  the  students  and 
professional  staff  that  helped  to  bring  this  vision  to  fruition." 

A  specific  theme  representing  the  values  of  the  University 
and  the  new  facility  will  welcome  students,  faculty,  staff  and 
alumni  each  day  during  the  grand  opening:  Freeing  the  Power 
of  the  Individual,  the  Power  of  Unity,  the  Power  of  Leadership, 
the  Power  of  Knowledge  and  the  Power  of  Tradition. 

The  four-level,  237,000  square-foot  center  includes 

•  Fresh  Food  Company  dining  facilities  to  seat  800 

•  Dining  service  offices 

•  Event  services 

•  Grand  ballroom 

•  Meeting  rooms 

•  Presidential  suite  (conference,  dining,  reception) 

•  Technology  atrium  (five-feature  technology  screen) 

•  Second  largest  collegiate  Barnes  &  Noble  Bookstore 
in  the  Southeast 
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Workers  attach  an  awning  over  the  entrance  of  the  new  location  of  the 
Barnes  &  Noble  at  Southern  Miss  store,  which  will  gain  space  as  a  result 
of  its  move  to  the  Cochran  Center. 


Monumental  mural  -  University's  Bounty  by  William 
Baggett,  Southern  Miss  professor  of  art  and  design 

•  Underground  loading  docks 

"This  is  a  time  to  celebrate  the  beginning  of  a  new  era 
at  Southern  Miss,"  said  Sid  Gonsoulin,  associate  vice 
president  of  Student  Affairs.  "The  center  brings  state-of- 
the-art  meeting  facilities,  fine  dining,  and  student  services 
together  under  one  roof,  which  will  enhance  the  student 
experience  at  Southern  Miss.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  facili- 
ties not  only  in  Hattiesburg  and  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
but  in  the  South." 

In  addition  to  these  features,  plans  are  underway  for 
the  completion  of  shelled-in  space  for  the  post  office  and 
350-seat  stadium  theater,  as  well  as  renovation  of  the  R.C. 
Cook  University  Union  and  Hub,  which  will  include 

•  Student,  administrative  offices 

•  New  food  court 

•  Heritage  and  student  atriums 

•  Study  and  TV  lounge 

•  Lease  space 

•  Computer  lounge  and  game  room 

The  Thad  Cochran  Center,  along  with  the  renovated 
R.C.  Cook  University  Union  and  Hub,  will  make  up  one 
dynamic  facility  that  complements  the  academic  programs 
and  enhances  the  overall  experience  and  quality  of  life  at 
Southern  Miss.  Its  location  in  the  heart  of  campus  makes 
it  a  natural  gathering  place  for  students,  faculty,  staff  and 
alumni. 

For  more  information  about  the  grand  opening  festivi- 
ties, visit  the  Southern  Miss  Union  and  Programs  at  www. 
usm.edu/union. 


'Muddy  with  Construction' 

More  than  50  years  ago,  Mississippi  Southern  College  President 
William  D.  McCain  vowed  to  keep  the  campus  "dusty  and  muddy  with 
construction."  With  that  comment  in  mind,  he  certainly  would  approve 
of  the  progress  being  made  on  campus  today.  The  Cochran  Center  is 
just  one  of  a  number  of  important  projects  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus 
recently  completed  or  under  construction.  In  addition,  future  plans 
are  to  restore  and  expand  the  Alumni  Associations  Ogletree  House,  to 
add  luxury  boxes  and  a  press  box  to  Pete  Taylor  Park,  to  expand  M.M. 
Roberts  Stadium,  and  to  significantly  renovate  Reed  Green  Coliseum. 

Other  campus  projects  ongoing  or  recently  completed  include 

The  Trent  Lott  Center  for  Excellence  in  Economic  Development 
and  Entrepreneurship  -  Facing  Highway  49,  east  of  M.M.  Roberts 
Stadium,  the  Lott  Center  will  house  the  Department  of  Economic 
Development  and  Planning. 

The  Village  -  Designed  to  house  sorority  women  and  senior  women 
students,  the  Village  is  located  behind  fraternity  row  in  the  most  eastern 
part  of  where  Pine  Haven  housing  was  previously  located.  Set  to  open 
in  14  months,  sororities  will  move  out  of  Wilbur  (Panhellenic)  Hall, 
which  will  be  upgraded  to  become  a  new  freshman  residence  hall. 
The  Power  House  Restaurant  -  Now  open,  the  beautiful  new  venue 
is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  campus  adjacent  to  Cook  Library.  When 
it  was  built  in  1936,  the  Power  House  was  just  that  -  it  provided 
all  of  the  power  for  the  college.  Now,  the  Power  House  has  been 
transformed  into  a  restaurant  that  seats  230  diners. 
Bennett  Auditorium  -  In  addition  to  a  fresh  coat  of  paint,  remodeling 
is  being  done  at  the  auditorium  to  make  it  more  handicap-accessible. 
Built  in  the  1920s,  Bennett  serves  as  a  venue  for  numerous  campus 
concerts  and  events. 
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Partners  for  the  Arts  Announce  New  Board  Members  •  2006-07  Membership  Campaign  is  Underway 


fetP 


Charles  Thomas 


for  the. 


Partners  for  the  Arts 
at  the  University  have 
announced  the  addition 
of  12  new  board  members 
as  it  begins  its  2006-07 
membership  campaign. 
These  community  leaders  and  arts  patrons 
will  assist  the  boards  newly  elected  chair, 
Charles  Thomas  of  Hattiesburg,  and  sitting 
board  members  in  building  a  bndge  for  the  arts 
between  the  University  and  south  Mississippi. 

Joining  the  board  are  first-time  mem- 
bers Knstie  Fairley  Chip  McArthur,  Rodney 
Richardson,  Carolyn  Roberts,  and  Joe  White — 
all  of  Hattiesburg — and  Kim  Whitt  of  Moselle. 
Returning  members,  after  a  rotation  off 
the  board,  include  Alice  Gray  of  Sumrall 
and  David  Halliwell,  Aubrey  Lucas,  Rebecca 
Stark  Johnson,  Jimmy  McKenzie,  and  Anita 
Murphey  all  of  Hattiesburg. 


"Partners  for  the  Arts  has  truly  been  a 
progressive  partner  with  the  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters,"  said  Elliott  Pood,  dean  of  the 
college.  "This  group  has  built  a  much  needed 
support  base  for  the  arts  at  Southern  Miss, 
greatly  benefiting  not  only  its  students  and 
faculty,  but  the  entire  community  through  its 
outreach  efforts  in  recent  years." 

The  organization  was  founded  in  1997  as 
an  alliance  between  the  community  and  the 
Department  of  Art  and  Design,  Department  of 
Theatre  and  Dance,  and  the  School  of  Music. 

Partners  for  the  Arts  reaches  the  commu- 
nity through  performances,  master  classes, 
workshops,  exhibits,  and  artist  lectures," 
Thomas  explained.  "Our  mission  is  to  sup- 
port the  many  wonderful  arts  programs  that 
are  in  place  at  Southern  Miss  by  providing 
additional  opportunities  for  artistic  growth 
for  its  students  and  faculty  artists. 

"As  patrons,  we  are  able  to  enjoy  the  end  prod- 
uct of  our  efforts,  either  through  performances 
seen  or  national  recognition  gained,  knowing  we 
have  contnbuted  in  part  to  that  success." 


In  the  past  two  years,  the  organization  has 
sponsored  museum  exhibitions,  a  master 
class  with  renowned  flutist  Sir  James  Galway 
and  dance  guest  artist  residencies.  It  also  has 
provided  support  travel  funding  for  choral 
and  theater  ensembles  to  national  competi- 
tions and  appearance. 

"We  consider  ourselves  the  Eagle  Club 
for  the  arts  at  Southern  Miss,"  Thomas  said. 
"Membership  is  open  to  everyone  and  provides 
that  'something  extra'  to  ensure  the  tradition  of 
the  University  arts  programs  continues  to  grow." 

The  board  is  a  cross  section  of  the  com- 
munity, combining  many  personal  and  profes- 
sional facets  that  bring  a  wealth  of  expertise  to 
the  organization.  "These  new  faces,  along  with 
the  returning  veterans  of  the  organization,  will 
add  yet  another  perspective  in  our  continuing 
efforts  to  give  the  arts  at  Southern  Miss  much 
needed  support,  which  in  turn  greatly  benefits 
all  of  us  culturally"  Thomas  said. 

For  more  information  about  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Partners  for  the  Arts,  call  the  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters  at  601.266.5922  or  601.266.4545. 


COMING  ARTS  ATTRACTIONS  •  FALL  2006 

SEPTEMBER 


Sept.  28,  30, 
&  Oct.  1 
OCTOBER 

Oct.  5-15 

Oct.  10 


Oct.  12-Nov.  17 

NOVEMBER 

Nov.  2 

Nov.  7 
Nov.  8-19 
Nov.  9-12 
Nov.  14 

DECEMBER 

Dec.  5-15 

Dec.  5 
Dec.  7 


Southern  Opera  and  Musical  Theatre  Company  presents 
Godspell,  Thad  Cochran  Center  Ballroom;  ticketed 

Theatre  presents  Flaming  Guns  of  the  Purple  Sage  by  Jane 

Martin,  Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre;  ticketed 

Symphony  Orchestra  presents  Sir  James  Galway  and  Lady 

Jeanne  Galway  in  concert,  7:30  p.m.,  Bennett  Auditorium; 

ticketed 

Museum  of  Art  presents  Myth  of  Romance,  Mitchell  Gaudet  Glass 

exhibition,  opening  reception  Oct.  12  from  AS  p.m.;  free  admission 

Southern  Chorale  Concert,  7:30  p.m.,  Parkway  Heights 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Hattiesburg;  free  admission 

Jazz  Lab  Bands  Concert,  7:30  p.m.,  Bennett  Auditorium;  free 

admission 

Theatre  presents  Little  Shop  of  Horrors  by  Ashman  /  Menkin, 

Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre;  ticketed 

Fall  Dance  Concert,  7:30  p.m.  (2  p.m.  on  Nov.  12),  Mannoni 

Performing  Arts  Center;  ticketed 

Symphony  Season  Concert  with  pianist  Kevin  Kenner,  7:30 

p.m.,  Bennett  Auditorium;  ticketed 

Museum  of  Art  presents  its  Annual  Senior  Show,  opening 

reception  Dec.  7,  4-6  p.m.;  free  admission 

Symphony  Orchestra  Season  Concert,   Holiday  Choral 

Spectacular,   7:30  p.m.,   Main  Street  Baptist  Church  in 

Hattiesburg;  ticketed 

Wind  Ensemble  Concert,  7:30  p.m.,  Bennett  Auditorium;  free 

admission 


For  tickets,  call  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office  at  601 .266.541 8  or  800.844.8425  or  order 
online  at  wvwv.southernmisstickets.com.    For  a  complete  listing  of  arts  events,  go  to 
www.usm.edu/arts  and  click  on  Calendar  of  Events. 
All  events  are  subject  to  change  or  cancellation. 


FIVE  IJNT  FIVE 

A  Scholarship  Endowment  Campaign  for  the 
Southern  Mississippi  Symphony  Orchestra 

An  international  reputation  for 

excellence  comes  with  a  price, 

one  that  grows  every  day. 

Five  in  Five  seeks  to  raise 

$5  million  in  endowments 

by  the  university's  centennial 

in  2010. 

Your  financial  support  helps  us 

continue  to  bring  the  world  to 

Mississippi  by  providing 

necessary  resources  for  our 

students. 

For  more  information  on  how  you  can  contribute, 
please  call  601.266  A001. 


38 


THE  TALON 


CHARITY  BUTLER  '06 
MICHIGAN  ICE 

One  of  the  bnght  spots  for  the  Michigan  Ice,  a 
National  Pro  Fastpitch  (NPF)  League  franchise,  has 
been  second  baseman  Charity  Butler,  a  Southern  Miss 
alumna.  As  a  first-year  team,  the  Ice  learned  early  just 
how  tough  they  can  be.  The  NPF  is  comprised  of  the 
most  elite  players  in  the  game  and  is  growing  immensely 
in  popularity  with  a  new  ESPN  television  contract.  The 
Ice  struggled  early  but  has  continued  to  improve. 

Butler  leads  the  team  in  hitting  with  a  .302  batting 
average,  as  well  as  leading  the  team  in  doubles  and 
RBI.  Battling  a  hamstnng  injury  and  a  broken  rib,  she 
has  seen  some  action  at  first  base  but  has  been  a  main- 
stay in  the  Ice  lineup.  Butler  signed  with  Michigan 
after  a  stellar  career  at  Southern  Miss  where  she  served 
as  team  captain  the  last  two  seasons,  was  named  2006 
National  Strength  and  Conditioning  Ail-American, 
ESPN  the  Magazine  First  Team  Academic  Ail-American, 
National  Fastpitch  Coaches  Association  Scholar  Athlete 
of  the  Year,  the  Conference  USA  Scholar  Athlete  of  the 
Year,  2006  Southern  Miss  Female  Athlete  of  the  Year 
and  graduated  in  June  with  a  perfect  4.0  GPA,  earning 
a  degree  in  business  administration. 

During  a  recent  Ice  break,  Butler  was  on  a  mission 
trip  to  Indonesia  and  met  the  team  in  Chicago  for 
the  Bandit  series.  She  is  grateful  the  Ice  management 
is  sensitive  to  her  convictions. 

"I  knew  the  Lord  led  me  to  go  on  this  mission  trip  and 
I  just  did  not  know  how  the  timing  would  work  out," 
Butler  said.  "When  we  were  negotiating  my  contract  I 
told  them  I  had  to  honor  this  commitment.  They  were 
willing  to  allow  me  to  do  so.  I  have  wanted  to  play  pro- 
fessional Softball  since  I  was  a  little  kid  and  I  have  always 
just  had  to  out  work  everybody  to  succeed." 
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Lady  Eagles  Picked  12th  by  C-USA  Volleyball  Coaches 

Conference  USA  volley- 
ball coaches  have  selected 
Marshall  as  the  preseason 
favonte  to  repeat  as  the  C- 
USA  Champion  in  2006. 
The  Thundering  Herd, 
who  received  eight  first- 
place  votes,  return  three 
starters  and  10  letter- 
winners  from  last  season's  club  that  participated  in  the  NCAA  Tournament. 
Houston,  which  returns  nine  letterwinners  and  three  starters  from  its  18-12 
(10-4  C-USA)  2005  squad,  is  second  in  the  preseason  poll,  and  received  the 
remaining  four  first-place  votes.  Southern  Miss  was  selected  12th. 

Following  Marshall  and  Houston  in  the  poll  were,  in  rank  of  voting: 
SMU,  Tulsa,  Rice,  Tulane,  East  Carolina,  Memphis,  UCF,  UAB  and  UTEP. 

Southern  Miss  looks  to  rebound  from  a  9-19  (0-14  C-USA)  season.  The  Golden 
Eagles  welcome  back  six  letterwinners,  including  three  starters  and  the  libera  who 
supplied  65  percent  of  the  offense  and  72  percent  of  the  teams  defense  in  2005. 

The  2006  C-USA  volleyball  season  began  in  August,  as  all  12  league 
schools  set  off  the  season  in  tournament  action  around  the  country. 

Kelly-Anne  Billingy  of  Marshall  was  selected  as  the  preseason  player  of 
the  year  in  the  conference. 


Weeks  Named  Men's  Golf  Coach 


Jerry  Weeks,  the  director  of  golf  at  the  Hattiesburg  Country  Club  for  the 
last  25  years,  has  been  named  men's  golf  coach  at  Southern  Miss. 

"We  are  excited  that  a  person  of  Jerry  Weeks'  caliber  will  take  over  our 
men's  golf  program,"  Athletics  Director  Richard  Gianmni  said.  "He  is  a  man 
of  great  character,  has  outstanding  people  and  organization  skills  and  is  a 
wonderful  teacher  of  the  game. 

"Jerry  is  also  a  great  communicator  and  has  terrific  selling  skills  to  attract 
young  student-athletes  and  donors  to  join  him  in  moving  our  golf  program 
to  the  next  level.  As  a  Class  A  PGA  Professional,  Jerry  has  a  OTeat  under- 
standing  and  can  teach  the  mechanics  and  mental  aspects  of  golf." 

Weeks,  a  quarter-century  member  of  the  PGA  of  America,  has  played 
in  the  Deposit  Guaranty  Golf  Classic  five  times,  the  Clubs  Professionals 
Championship,  is  a  10-time  participant  in  the  Mississippi  Cup  and  played 
in  the  Gulf  States  Section  Match  Play  Championship  event. 

A  two-time  winner  of  the  Horton  Smith  Award  for  the  Gull  States  PGA  section, 
Weeks  also  garnered  the  Professional  of  the  Year  Award  by  the  Mississippi  PGA.  in 
1984  and  for  the  Southeast  Region  presented  by  Golj  Industry  magazine  in  1991. 

Additionally,  Weeks'  operation  was  nominated  in  1990  as  one  of  the 
"Best  100  Golf  Operations  in  the  United  States"  by  Golf  Shop  Operations. 
magazine  and  Weeks  was  a  previous  winner  of  the  Gulf  State's  Section 
"Merchandiser  of  the  Year"  for  private  clubs. 

Weeks  was  selected  as  submitting  one  of  the  "Top  Ten  Golf  Tips  of  All  Time"  by 
Golf  Magazine,  rated  courses  as  a  panelist  for  Golj  Digest,  and  \\  as  a  rules  official  for 
numerous  tournaments  for  the  Gulf  States  PGA.  He  also  had  eight  of  his  former 
assistants  go  on  to  become  head  golf  professionals  throughout  the  United  States. 

"I'm  excited  about  joining  the  Southern  Miss  athletics  family  as  its  mens  golj 
coach.  I  have  had  a  great  inn  at  the  Hattiesburg  Country  Club  and  u  is  difficult 
to  leave  at  this  time,"  Weeks  said.  "I  appreciated  all  the  wonderful  friendships  I 
have  established;  however  its  time  to  move  to  another  chapter  in  my  life." 
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Football  Squad's  Success  on  Shoulders  of  a  New  Quarterback 

j    ZZIor  the  first  time  in  three  seasons,  the  Southern  Miss  football 

~~Jteam,  which  finished  2005  with  a  7-5  record  and  a  second- 

I      straight  New  Orleans  Bowl  win,  enters  a  season  with  a  new 

starting  quarterback.  Dustin  Almond,  one  of  the  best  ever  to  play  for 
the  Golden  Eagles,  has  departed. 

Enter  Jeremy  Young. 

Young,  a  redshirt  junior  from  Provine  High  School  in  Jackson,  won 
a  spring  battle  with  Michigan  State  transfer  Stephen  Reaves  for  the 
starting  job,  and  will  line  up  under  center  for  the  opening  snap  at 
Florida  on  Sept.  2.  Young  competed  in  nine  games  as  a  backup  the 
past  two  seasons,  completing  23-of-55  passes  for  275  yards  and  one 
rushing  touchdown. 

"Jeremy  has  a  chance  to  be  a  very  good  player,"  said  Jay  Johnson, 
the  Golden  Eagle  offensive  coordinator.  "He  had  a  solid  spring.  He  is 
very  smart  and  an  outstanding  athlete  and  does  a  lot  of  good  things. 
He  may  not  have  had  very  many  game  reps,  but  he  did  get  a  lot  of 
reps  on  the  practice  field." 

Reaves'  bid  for  the  starting  job  was  hampered  by  a  knee  injury  last 
fall,  but  he  is  expected  to  be  at  full  strength  for  the  2006  season.  As  a 
redshirt  freshman  at  Michigan  State,  Reaves  finished  with  331  yards 
and  two  touchdowns  on  23-of-58  passing  in  five  games.  After  NCAA 
transfer  requirements  forced  him  to  sit  out  a  year  ago,  the  left-hander 
enters  2006  as  a  junior. 

On  offense,  Youngs  primary  weapon  could  prove  to  be  tight  end 
Shawn  Nelson.  Nelson,  a  redshirt  sophomore,  emerged  late  last  sea- 
son as  Southern  Miss'  top  receiving  threat.  Nelson  finished  2005  with 


Jasper  Faulk  will  handle  punt  and  kickoff  returns 
in  addition  to  his  duties  as  a  defensive  back. 


team  highs  in  receptions  and  receiving  yards.  A  veteran  offensive  line, 
led  by  senior  George  Batiste,  and  the  top  two  running  backs,  Cody 
Hull  and  Larry  Thomas,  also  return. 

"Shawn  Nelson  is  a  talent  at  tight  end,"  Head  Coach  Jeff  Bower  said. 
"With  the  exception  of  the  quarterback  position,  we  have  a  lot  of  expe- 
rience. We  have  to  be  the  type  of  offensive  football  team  where  we  don't 
necessarily  have  to  ask  the  quarterback  to  win  a  football  game  for  us." 

On  the  other  side  of  the  ball,  the  Golden  Eagles  will  look  to  build  on 
2005,  when  the  defense  produced  mixed  results.  On  one  hand,  Southern 
Miss  finished  tops  in  Conference  USA  in  overall  sacks,  scoring  defense  and 
turnovers  forced  per  game.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  Golden  Eagles 
did  not  fare  well  in  their  attempt  to  limit  the  opposition's  yardage  gained. 

"This  team  made  a  lot  of  improvement  and  did  a  lot  of  good  things 
over  the  season,"  second-year  defensive  coordinator  Jay  Hopson  said. 
"The  bottom  line  is  that  we  have  to  keep  them  out  of  the  end  zone, 
and  in  that  regard,  we  did  well  last  season." 

While  defensive  leaders  Kevis  and  Trevis  Coley,  John  Eubanks, 
Terrance  Ford  and  Tom  Johnson  all  are  gone  from  last  season,  several 
players,  including  defensive  backs  Caleb  Hendrix,  Jasper  Faulk  and 
Brandon  Sumrall;  linebackers  Tokumbo  Abanikanda,  Wayne  Hardy, 
James  Denley  and  Gerald  McRath;  and  defensive  linemen  Matthew 
Chatelain  and  Robert  Henderson  all  return  with  starting  experience. 

On  special  teams,  two-time  All-American  Darren  McCaleb,  the 
school's  all-time  leading  scorer,  returns  to  handle  the  place  kicking 
duties.  He  made  23-of-28  field  goals  in  2005,  and  missed  only  one 
of  39  extra  point  attempts.  Punter  Luke  Johnson  graduated  and  Britt 
Barefoot  will  look  to  replace  him.  Barefoot  and  McCaleb  will  compete 
for  kickoff  duties.  Faulk,  who  was  the  team's  punt  returner  in  2005, 


40 


THE  TALON 


with  handle  both  punt  and  kickoff  return  duties  this  season. 

While  hurricanes  Katnna  and  Rita  forced  the  2005  schedule  to 
be  rearranged,  2006  could  be  one  of  the  toughest  from  a  scheduling 
standpoint.  Southern  Miss  opens  the  season  at  Florida,  but  also  trav- 
els to  Virginia  Tech  and  hosts  N.C.  State. 

"The  schedule  is  good,  because  we  will  get  tested  and  challenged  early 


on,"  Bower  said.  "1  think  this  is  going  to  be  the  most  difficult  non-con- 
ference schedule  we  have  played  with  Flonda  and  Virginia  Tech  being 
preseason  top  10  teams  in  my  opinion.  N.C.  State  is  a  good  program  with 
a  lot  of  talent.  The  start  is  very  tough  -  we  get  through  those  non-confer- 
ence games  and  then  start  off  the  league  at  UCF  and  Tulsa,  both  of  whom 
played  in  the  conference  championship  game  last  season." 


EAGLE  FOOTBALL  SCHL 

■■■■^^^^^^^^^^^^^^■i 

2006  GOLDEN  i 

'.DULE 

I 

DATE 

OPPONENT                                         LOCATION 

TELEVISION              TIME 

09/02/06 

Florida                                                 Gainesville,  Fla. 

5:00  PM 

09/09/06 

SE  Louisiana                                     Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

6:00  PM 

09/16/06 

North  Carolina  State                        Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

6:00  PM 

09/26/06 

UCF 

Orlando,  Fla. 

ESPN2                         6:30  PM 

10/03/06 

Tulsa 

Tulsa,  Okla. 

ESPN2                         6:30  PM 

10/14/06 

Houston  (Homecoming)                  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

6:00  PM 

10/21/06 

Virginia  Tech                                       Blacksburg,  Va. 

12:30  PM 

10/28/06 

East  Carolina                                     Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

CSTV                          7:00  PM 

11/05/06 

Memphis                                             Memphis,  Tenn. 

ESPN                           7:00  PM 

11/11/06 

Tulane                                                  New  Orleans,  La. 

1:00  PM 

11/18/06 

UAB                                                   Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

CSTV                          7:00  PM 

11/25/06 

Marshall                                             Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

2:00  PM 

Stadium  Project  Scheduled  to  Begin  in  Fall 

The  South  End  Zone  addition  to  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium 
is  scheduled  to  begin  construction  in  the  fall  of  2006  and  be 
completed  by  the  2008  football  season.  The  $28  million  proj- 
ect, comprised  of  five  levels,  will  add  a  new  dimension  to  "The 
Rock."  The  new  edifice  will  include  luxury  suites,  locker  rooms 
for  officials  and  visiting  teams  and  space  for  an  academic  center. 

Additionally,  the  Eagles'  Nest  will  be  added  on  the  east 
side  the  stadium,  which  will  include  a  new  club-level  for 
those  who  do  not  desire  private  suites,  but  are  seeking  an 
enhanced  game-day  experience.  The  Eagles'  Nest  will  be 
a  fully  climate-controlled  area  that  will  seat  approximately 
500-800  people  and  will  provide  an  upscale  food  services 
area  and  restrooms. 

A  second  phase  of  the  stadium  transformation,  on  which  a  timetable  has  not  yet  been  set 
rooms,  concession  areas  and  the  press  box. 

Broken  down  by  levels,  the  stadium  will  include 

Level  1  -  Future  academic  space,  video  board  control  room,  visiting  team  locker  room,  officials'  locker  room,  game  day  ticket  box  office 

Level  2  -  General  bench  seating  -  1,500-2,500  seats 

Level  3  -  Touchdown  Terrace  Club  Seating  -  500-1,000  seats;  private  food  service  and  restroom  area 

Level  4  -  Luxury  Suites  Level  -  30  suites  seating  between  24-30  people  each;  seats  outside  the  suite  and  indoor  prival 
suites  leased  on  five,  seven  or  10-year  basis  (all  suites  were  leased  in  2005) 

Level  5  -  Roof  Top  Plaza  -  Walkway  connecting  the  upper  east  and  west  concourses;  accessible  by  elevators  and  ramps 


include  the  renovation  ol  existing  rest- 


e  lounge  area; 
on  both  ends 
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FOOTBALL  SEASON  TICKET  PACKAGES 

FAMILY  FUN  PLAN 

SEASON  TICKETS  $210  (additional  child  $80) 

SINGLE  GAME  $48/$42  (additional  child  $16) 

West  Rock  seating  for  one  adult  and  one  child  (under  14) 

PREMIUM  SIDELINE 

SEASON  TICKETS  $1 80  /  SINGLE  GAME  $32/$29 

Priority  seating  in  West  and  East  Rock  areas,  based  on  Eagle  Club 
priority  seating  plan. 

EAGLE  VALUE  PACK 

SEASON  TICKETS  $145  /  SINGLE  GAME  $32/$29 

East  and  West  Rock  upper-deck  reserved  seating. 

TOP  OF  THE  ROCK 

SEASON  TICKETS  $80  /  SINGLE  GAME  $21/$1 6 

Best  deal  in  town !  Economical  reserved  seating  for  half  the  price. 


September  7     6  P.M. 
LOUISIANA 

LETTERMEN'S  DAY 


September  1 6     6  P.M. 
IMC  STAT1 


October  1 4     6  P.M. 
HOUSTON 

HOMECOMING 


i?£ November  IB     7  P.M. 


"V    IUAB 


^r¥» 


' 


1.-8005844-JICK  OR' VISIT 


5~V7   November  25     2  P.M. 

THE  HERD 

LWIS    MARSHALL 


All  times  Central;  dates  and  times  subject  to  change. 
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Southern  Miss  Eagle  Club  Members  Rise  "To  the  Top!" 

Southern  Miss  Eagle  Club  members  set  an  all-time  giving  record  in  2006,  despite  the  devastating  impact  of  hurricanes  Katrina  and 
Rita  on  many  Golden  Eagle  fans.  The  Eagle  Club  broke  the  old  record  of  $1,743  million  by  raising  $1,770  million.  Words  alone  cannot 
express  proper  appreciation  to  the  hundreds  of  donors  who  moved  up  levels  or  added  10  percent  to  their  traditional  contributions. 

In  addition,  the  Circle  of  Champions  program  continues  to  grow  and  is  fast  approaching  100  members,  each  of  whom  provide  a 
minimum  of  $100,000  payable  over  a  10-year  period.  The  newest  Circle  of  Champion  members  include  Wayne  and  Vicki  Adkison  of 
Moss  Point;  BancorpSouth,  under  the  leadership  of  local  president  Tedd  Webb;  Warren  Hood;  Bill  and  Jerri  Hurst,  whose  commitment 
establishes  a  fully-funded  football  scholarship,  the  Hurst  and  Campbell  Family  Limited  Partnership  Endowment;  Richard  and  Janet 
Johnston;  Pace,  Incorporated,  under  the  leadership  of  Alfred  and  Kim  Pace;  Al  and  Jacqueline  Gordy;  and  The  First  -  A  National  Banking 
Association,  under  the  leadership  of  David  Johnson. 

Wayne  Adkison  is  also  a  participating  member  of  the  Athletic  Foundation  Board  of  Directors.  Mike  Sappington,  vice  chairman,  and 
Aubrey  Patterson,  who  is  a  member  of  the  state's  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  Board,  assisted  in  the  BancorpSouth  commitment. 
Hood's  commitment  emphasizes  support  for  the  tennis  program.  Johnston  is  a  past  "M"  Club  President,  and  member  of  the  "Team  of  the 
Century." 

Additional  information  on  the  Circle  of  Champions  program  and  its  benefits  can  be  obtained  by  calling  the  Eagle  Club  at 
601.266.5299. 


2006-07  Basketball  Season 
Promises  Excitement 

The  new  basketball  season  is  approaching,  and  the 
schedule  features  numerous  exciting  opponents  including 
NCAA  Tournament  teams  Bradley,  South  Alabama,  UAB  and 
Memphis.  The  Golden  Eagle  roster  contains  a  number  of  new 
faces,  as  five  freshmen  and  three  transfers  comprised  the  No. 
14-ranked  recruiting  class  according  to  HoopScooponline 
Web  site.  Returning  are  three  sophomores  who  gained  valu- 
able experience  a  year  ago  -  Courtney  Beasley,  a  Conference 
USA  All-Freshmen  selection,  Craig  Craft,  who  averaged  12 
points  over  the  season's  final  three  games,  and  post  player 
Donatas  Visockis.  Senior  point  guard  Kyle  Lamonte  also 
returns.  By  joining  the  Hardwood  Club  you  will  receive  a 
monthly  newsletter  showing  the  progress  of  the  team  and 
upcoming  events.  Call  the  basketball  office  at  601.266.6355 
to  join  or  to  have  a  brochure  mailed. 


U.S.  Senior  Open  Champion  Returns 
to  Hattiesburg 

fl^^H^^H^4        Mike  Molleston  and  two-time  Senior  PGA 

H^^^P^^P^fl     Tour   major   winner  Allen   Doyle   have   com- 

Brv*    ^T^H     bined   to   sponsor   the  James   Ray   Carpenter 

^k        ""^^Bj     Golf  Endowment  Tournament  since  its  incep- 

j  ^^^m  tion.     Through  the  event  and  the  support  of 

^^^BB"     10  other  donors,  the  USM  Athletic  Foundation 

^■M  has  raised  more  than  $385,000  for  golf  endow- 

m  W  ments,  an  amount  which  funds  all  allowable 

•■    _^C_^l  scholarships.   This  year's  tournament  will  be 

held  on  Friday,  Sept.  8,  2006,  at  Shadow  Ridge 

Golf  Club.    A  feature  of  this  years  event  will 

be  an  awards  banquet  at  the  Mollestons'  home.  Funds  raised  from 

this  tournament  go  jointly  to  the  golf  endowment  program  and  the 

campaign  to  finish  the  clubhouse  for  our  golf  teams  at  Canebrake 

Country  Club. 

Available  slots  for  this  four-person  scramble  traditionally  till 
very  quickly.  Team  sponsorships  are  $600.  Call  the  Eagle  Club  at 
601.266.5299  for  additional  information. 


Allen  Doyle 


Football  Season  Tickets, 
Guaranteed  Parking  Available 

It  is  still  not  too  late  to  obtain  quality  season  tickets  and 
guaranteed  game  day  parking  -  just  call  the  Eagle  Club  at 
601.266.5299,  the  ticket  office  at  1.800. 844. TICK  or  visit 

www.SouihcrnMiss.com. 


Eric  Martin,  pictured  with  his  black  and  gold  antique  car,  worked  as  a 
volunteer  at  this  summer's  Neal  Stokes  Golf  Tournament,  which  helps  fund 
a  golf  endowment  at  Southern  Miss.  Eric  and  his  wife  Jean  are  both  Eagle 
Club  members  and  are  supporters  of  the  basketball  program. 
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Football  season  is  almost  here,  and  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends  will  once  again  "Go 
Gold!"  When  you  do,  make  sure  to  bring  along  a  camera.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your 
family  and  fnends  and  we  will  publish  them  in  future  editions  of  The  Talon  as  space  permits. 


Juris  Sodalitas,  the  Association's  Law 
Constituent  Society,  honored  Mississippi 
Supreme  Court  Chief  Justice  Jim  Smith  '65 
with  its  inaugural  Distinguished  Public  Service 
Award.  Pictured,  from  left,  are  Juris  Sodalitas 
Chairman  Jim  Warren  '84,  Chief  Justice  Smith 
and  his  wife,  Kathy  Morris-Smith,  and  Dr.  Elliott 
Pood,  dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters. 

Col.  Russ  Cloy  '83,  right,  met  Col.  Phil 
Speake  73  when  Speake  visited  the  Mufti- 
Nation  Force's  Iraq  Headquarters  in  Jackson. 

Tom  Gibbens  '86,  Tracy  Powell  '86;  Andrew 
Daniel;  Rob  Pearson  '92;  Stephen  Ruegger 
'92,  '93;  Geoff  Canfield  71,  72  and  Matt 
Canfield  '98  watched  the  Golden  Eagle  bas- 
ketball team  during  the  Conference  USA 
Tournament  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  The  team 
joined  five  of  the  men  for  dinner  at  Neely's 
BBQ.  The  group  has  made  a  trip  to  all  the 
Metro  and  C-USA  tournaments  the  Golden 
Eagles    have    participated    in    since    1990. 

Maj.  Eric  Hook  '93  likes  to  keep  the  Golden 
Eagles  close  to  his  chest  while  he  is  serving  his 
country  in  Iraq.  This  photo  was  taken  at  Ali  Air 
Base  in  southern  Iraq.  Hook  is  in  the  Air  Force. 

Retired  colonels  Ed.  Kauchick  '52  and  Ernest 
Kitchens  '51  were  joined  by  Lt.  Col.  Bobby 
Thornton  at  the  Black  and  Gold  spring  football 
game.  Thornton  was  serving  at  Camp  Shelby. 

Larry  Bellipanni  '59,  '63,  center,  was  recently 
honored  for  his  service  to  the  University  and 
the  Alumni  Association.  Bellipanni,  a  former 
professor  of  biological  sciences  at  Southern 
Miss,  served  as  president  of  the  South  Central 
Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter  last  year,  and  for 
more  than  40  years  was  a  leading  supporter 
of  the  Mississippi  Science  and  Engineering 
Fairs.  Kristi  Pierce  '95,  '96,  president  of  the 
South  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter,  and 
Southern  Miss  President  Shelby  Thames  '59, 
'61  presented  Bellipanni  with  his  awards. 

Ed  70,  left,  and  Lynda  Langton  75,  joined  host 
Bill  McGuffie  72  at  the  Flathead  Southerner's 
10th  Anniversary  'Southern  Pride'  Catfish  Fry 
&  Gatherin'  in  Montana. 

Dave  Brandon  70  married  Sherry  Brandon  on 
Dec.  10, 2005.  The  couple  showed  their  Golden 
Eagle  pride  by  dressing  in  Southern  Miss 
clothing  for  their  nuptials. 

Jonnie  and  Bill  Nance  79  helped  welcome 
prospective  students  to  the  16th  Annual 
Mississippi  on  the  Mall  on  June  24, 2006.  Each 
year  Mississippi  on  the  Mall  is  a  chance  for 
Mississippians  living  in  Washington,  D.C.  to 
reunite  and  celebrate  their  Southern  roots. 


*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news 
and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon, 
please  send  your  information  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association,  118  College  Drive 
#5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  e- 
mail  alumm@usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at 
Sou  thernMissAlumni .  com . 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise 
noted. 


ARTHELL  KELLEY  '40  will  be  91  years  old 
on  Sept.  1,  2006.  He  still  enjoys  fishing  and 
keeping  up  with  the  Golden  Eagle  football 
team. 


DONALD  CLEMMONS    53,    63,    64  has 

retired  as  president  emeritus  of  Paducah 
Community  College  in  Paducah,  Ky  Dr. 
Clemmons  now  lives  in  Punta  Gorda,  Fla. 

WILLIAM  H.  PETTEY  '56  took  a  two-year 
course  to  become  a  commissioned  lay  pastor 
before  retiring  after  46  years  with  Memorial 
Hospital  at  Gulfport.  He  is  now  serving  as 
pastor  of  Wiggins  Presbyterian  Church. 


1 


ANN  LOTT  DENTON  61  retired  in 
November  2005  from  the  University  of 
Memphis  after  31  years.  She  was  head  of 
the  cataloging  department  of  the  University 
Libraries.  She  and  her  husband,  Dr.  A.  Wayne 
Denton,  reside  in  Memphis. 

CLIFTON  EUGENE  PHILLIPS  JR.  62  was 

named  Cobb  County  Cultural  Arts  Volunteer 
of  the  Year  for  his  many  hours  of  devotion 
to  the  Miss  Cobb  County  Pageant,  a  Miss 
America  Preliminary  Pageant  that  awards 
$22,000  in  cash  scholarships. 

JUNE  McRAE  ANDERSON  '63,  '69  retired 
in  May  2006  after  teaching  33  years  in 
Florida,  Louisiana  and  Philadelphia,  Miss. 
She  and  her  sister,  M.JOY  McRAE  JENKINS 

'61,  plan  to  travel  in  Europe  and  throughout 
the  United  States. 


DORIS  EARLEY  MODJESKI  63  has  been 
an  avid  traveler  since  graduation.  She  has 
traveled  across  the  United  States  and  she 
has  also  been  to  Japan,  Russia,  Hong  Kong, 
Puerto  Rico,  Mexico,  Canada  and  Bermuda. 
She  is  active  in  church  work  and  performs 
several  times  a  year  in  church  programs. 

JACK  STRATAS  '64  has  retired  as  a  United 
Methodist  minister  after  18  years  of  service.  Rev. 
Stratas  received  an  honorary  doctorate  of  minis- 
try from  Hillcrest  Baptist  College  in  July  2006. 

WILLIAM  C.  LESLIE  '65  retired  from  his 
position  in  the  Air  Force  Civil  Service  in 
January  2006. 

HENRI  SUE  BYNUM  '67,  77,  79  has  been 
appointed  vice  president  of  academic  affairs 
at  Indian  River  Community  College  in  Fort 
Pierce,  Fla. 

JOHN  CURRY  '67,  '80  has  retired  after 
25  years  of  service  as  laboratory  director  of 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Gulfport.  His  wife, 
RITA  '60,  has  also  retired. 

TOM  DICKERSON  '68  has  been  elected 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Prairie  Community 
Bank  in  Marengo,  111. 

BONNIE  PEGLER  '69  teaches  at  Choctaw 
Central  High  School. 


LESLIE  USHER  '69  has  been 
elected  to  the  Mississippi 
Bankers  Association  Board  of 
Directors. 


JOHN  O.  EVERETT  70,  71  recently  received 
the  American  Taxation  Associations  2005 
Outstanding  Sendee  Award.  Everett  was  hon- 
ored at  the  groups  annual  meeting  in  Denver. 

MAUREEN   PONDER  PHILLIPS   70,   '85 

retired  from  The  Southern  Company  as  south- 
ern generation  technical  and  compliance 
training  manager.  Phillips  served  the  company 
for  35  years,  working  with  Mississippi  Power 
in  Gulfport  and  Escatawpa  and  Southern 
Company  Services  in  Birmingham.  She  cur- 
rently resides  in  Gulfport  and  will  continue 
to  serve  on  the  advisor}-  council  of  Southern 
Miss'  Workplace  and  Performance  Institute 


BOB  CHEESMAN  71,  72  is  president  of 
Airworks  Enterprises,  a  company  that  spe- 
cializes in  building  radio-controlled  blimps. 

MARVIN  HUNTSMAN  71  has  retired 
as  chief  financial  officer  of  the  Strategic 
Petroleum  Reserve. 

TODD  MIXON  71  has  been  promoted  to 
president  of  the  South  Alabama  section  of 
Regions  Bank. 

ALEX  D  "DON"  ROBERTS  71  was  recently 
promoted  to  brigadier  general  and  chief  of 
staff  of  the  Mississippi  Air  National  Guard. 

DWAIN  GORDON  73,  74  has  been  named 
as  associate  director  for  library  development 
and  services  at  the  Arkansas  State  Library. 

SUSAN  HUGHES  TINNON  74.    90  has 

recently  accepted  the  position  of  senior 
human  resource  manager  at  Thermo  Electron 
Corporation,  a  leading  manufacturer  of  med- 
ical and  research  equipment.  She  is  respon- 
sible for  Thermo  plants  in  Weaverville.  N.C., 
and  Marietta,  Ohio.  Susan  and  her  husband. 
GENE  '61,  have  relocated  from  Charleston. 
S.C.,  to  the  Asheville,  N.C.,  area. 

DR.  JOHN  EDDIE  HILL  75,  78  was  elect- 
ed to  serve  as  the  vice  moderator  of  the 
Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  for 

2006  -  2007. 

KAREN  CLINTON  BROWN  76  was  recent- 
ly awarded  a  Doctor  of  Audiology  degree 
from  Central  Michigan  University. 

LOU  ANNE   POWELL   LEA   76,   '82  has 

been  appointed  assistant  principal  at  Slidell 
Junior  High  School. 

FRANCES  AVERA  78,  79  retired  after 
almost  27  years  of  service  with  the  State 
of  Mississippi  on  January  30.  2006.  Avera 
has  accepted  a  position  as  director  of  the 
Intensive  Outpatient  Program  at  Jefferson 
Davis  Community  Hospital. 

WAYNE  H.  ARNOLD  79  has  been  appoint- 
ed pastor  of  Si.  Mary  and  St.  hide  Catholic 
Churches  in  Bolivar  and  Selmer,  Tenn. 
Father  Arnold  was  chosen  for  the  positions 
by  Bishop  J.  Tern-  Steib,  S.YP,.  Bis:v  - 
Memphis.  Tenn. 
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JO  ANN  TODD  79  was  recently  recertified  as  an 
infection  control  specialist  through  the  Certification 
Board  of  Infection  Control  and  Epidemiology 
Todd  has  been  employed  by  Wesley  Medical 
Center  in  Hattiesburg  for  the  past  13  years. 


FRANCES  CRANFORD  BULLOCK  80 

recently  received  an  associate's  degree  in 
nursing.  After  passing  the  state  boards  in 

2005,  she  now  works  as  a  registered  nurse 
on  the  mid  surgical  unit  at  South  Central 
Regional  Medical  Center  in  Laurel. 

MICHAEL  GUNN  '80  started  his  own  com- 
pany in  1999.  GunnCo  Pump  &  Control  pro- 
vides pumps  and  controls  to  environmental 
applications  across  the  Southeast. 

ROBERT     '80     and    JOYCE     CLINTON 

ROGERS  '92  recently  celebrated  their  50th 
wedding  anniversary  with  a  reception  at 
Main  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 
The  couple  recently  returned  from  Rota, 
Spain,  where  Rev.  Rogers  served  as  pastor 
of  First  Baptist  Church  near  the  American 
Navy  Base. 

KEVIN  ANTOINE  '81  was  recently  appoint- 
ed to  the  advisory  board  of  the  New  York 
Urban  League. 

DARROLD  PETERS  '81  will  retire  Nov.  1, 

2006,  after  24  years  of  service  as  an  Army 
graphic  designer,  illustrator,  and  visual  infor- 
mation chief. 

ROBERT  R.  VARDAMAN  '82  recently 
received  the  2006  TIME  Magazine  Quality 
Dealer  Award  at  the  National  Automobile 
Dealers  Association  convention  in  Orlando, 
Fla.  He  is  the  president  and  owner  of 
Vardaman  Buick  and  Honda  Inc. 

CHARLES  T.  CARTER  JR.  '83  was  recently 
appointed  vice  president  of  development 
for  Agree  Realty  Corporation  in  Farmington 
Hills,  Mich. 

EMERY  CORLEY  '83  and  Jayne  Corley 
announce  the  adoption  of  their  daughter 
Kathryn  Elena  Corley,  born  July  22,  2004,  in 
Mariupol,  Ukraine.  Katie  joins  brothers  Ben, 
13,  and  Ryan,  10.  She  joined  the  family  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  March  10,  2006. 


DR.  VIALLA 

HARTFIELD- 
MENDEZ    '83    was 

recently 
director 
Emory 
program 


named 

of      the 

Scholars 

at    Emory 


College  in  Atlanta. 

VERNA  MOOS  '83, 

'88  recently  earned 
her  second  masters 
degree  from  Texas 
A&M  University  at 
Texarkana.  She  is 
completing  her  33rd 
year  of  teaching;  19 
have  been  at  Pewitt 
Independent  School 
District  in  Omaha, 
Texas. 

READ  BREELAND 

'84  has  been  named 
vice  president  of 
commercial  lend- 
ing for  The  Peoples 
Bank  in  Biloxi. 

ANDREW    WIEST 

'84  participated  in 
the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  of 
Military  History  at  Kansas  State  University  in 
May  2006.  Dr.  Wiest  is  a  professor  of  history  at 
Southern  Miss. 

TIM  HANBERRY  '85  was  recently  promoted 
to  vice  president  of  bids  and  procurement  for 
Merchants  Foodservice  in  Hattiesburg. 

LISA  SHROYER  HILTON  '85  and  her  hus- 
band, Gary,  announce  the  May  25,  2006,  birth 
of  their  first  daughter,  Alyssa  E.  Hilton.  Alyssa 
joins  brothers  Ricky,  a  19-year-old  Southern 
Miss  student,  Kenneth,  17,  and  Nikolas,  3. 

TIM  BAKER  '86  announces  the  May  30, 
2006,  birth  of  his  fourth  grandchild,  Rily 
Caleb  Dunn. 

GWENDOLYN  TUCKER  '87  and  her  hus- 
band, Ty  announce  the  Jan.  9,  2005,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Zora  "RJ"  Tucker. 

RENEE  BUTTS  '88  and  her  husband, 
Kevin,  announce  the  Sept.  6,  2005,  birth  of 
Alexander  Jack  Butts. 


ELANOR    TARBELL-ATWOOD    '88    is   a 

bishop  in  the  Order  of  the  Companions  of 
Saint  Thomas.  She  also  works  part  time  for 
the  State  of  Arkansas. 

ROBERTA  DAVIDSON  '89  announces  the  Aug. 
25, 2005,  birth  of  daughter  Aimee  Gayle  Davidson. 
Armee  is  welcomed  by  her  sister,  Gaylyn. 

DAVID  M.  FABER  '89  announces  the  Aug. 
2.  2005,  birth  of  his  daughter,  Lauren  Paige 
Faber.  Dr.  Faber  lives  in  Muhlenberg,  Ky, 
and  runs  a  private  surgical  practice. 

SHERRY  TUBBY  '89  is  currently  serving  as 
the  high  school  principal  for  the  Choctaw 
Tribe  Schools. 

[990s 

DAN  DOHERTY  '90  and  AMY  KNIGHT 

DOHERTY  '92  announce  the  Oct.  29,  2005, 
birth  of  their  son,  Andrew  Michael.  Andrew 
joins  big  sister  Hannah  in  Suwanee,  Ga. 
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Three  Lions  Roar:  A  Novel  of  World  Cup  2006 
Umut  Ozturk  '00 
194  pages,  $14.95 
iUniverse.com,  2005 

Every  four  years,  soccer  fans  and  experts 
make  their  predictions  about  the  team  they 
believe  will  go  all  the  way  to  the  World 
Cup  championship.  Never  before,  how- 
ever, has  an  author  so  boldly  written  about 
the  unknown  results  of  this  great  sporting 
event  until  Umut  Ozturk  released  Three 
Lions  Roar:  A  Novel  of  World  Cup  2006. 

In  Ozturks  spell-binding  speculative  fic- 
tion, England  embarks  upon  the  road  to 
the  World  Cup  trophy  40  years  after  they 
last  reached  the  ultimate  victory.  While  this 
new  English  soccer  team  lacks  the  legend- 
ary Bobby  Charlton,  it  makes  up  for  the 
loss  with  two  new  heroes.  These  two  men,  coach  Robbie  Kiel  and  captain 
Josh  Roark,  lead  their  team  to  new  heights  and  develop  a  bond  that  runs 
deeper  than  either  man  could  imagine.  Their  lives  become  intertwined 
not  only  through  their  passion  for  football,  but  by  their  relationship  as 
father  and  son.  Yet  this  fact  remains  unbeknownst  to  both  Robbie  and 
Josh.  Only  Katie  Roark,  Robbie's  lost  love  and  Josh's  mother,  knows  the 
truth.  This  secret  connects  the  three  characters  while  they  struggle  not 
only  in  the  world  of  soccer,  but  also  to  simply  live  life. 

As  England's  team  moves  closer  and  closer  to  the  championship, 
the  lives  of  Robbie,  Josh  and  Katie  become  inextricably  entangled. 
The  excitement  of  soccer  and  the  drama  of  everyday  living  build  to 
a  thrilling  climax  that  will  bring  glory  back  to  English  football  and 
forever  change  their  three  lives. 

While  the  real  English  soccer  team  ultimately  did  not  fulfill  the  novel's 
prediction,  Ozturk,  in  unprecedented  fashion,  takes  the  reader  through 
the  World  Cup  experience  from  beginning  to  end.  Ozturks  wonderful 
writing  style  and  enchanting  story  will  captivate  everyone  from  the 


reader  with  no  previous  knowledge  about  soccer  to  the  hardcore  sports 
fan.  This  story  is  soccer  with  heart,  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

The  novel  is  available  for  order  online  from  iUniverse.com  and 
other  online  book  sellers,  including  Amazon.com. 


Do  It:  Six  Purposeful  Actions  for  Creating  Success 
Abe  Hudson  Jr.  '98 
62  pages,  $8.50 
Xlibris 

Do  It:  Six  Purposeful  Actions  for  Creating 
Success  is  a  self-help  book  that  focuses 
on  looking  within  oneself  to  accomplish 
success.  As  the  title  suggests,  Hudson 
proposes  six  steps  to  success  that  every- 
one has  the  ability  to  take  within  himself 
or  herself  to  create  success.  The  steps  are 
1.  learn  what  it  is  that  you  do  best;  2. 
believe  in  yourself;  3.  find  mentors;  4. 
surround  yourself  with  positive  people;  5. 
have  an  imagination;  and  6.  make  tough 
decisions. 

Each  step  is  described  in  detail  to  aid 
the  reader  in  making  the  change.  Hudson 
poses  a  number  of  questions  for  the  reader  to  ask  himself  or  herself 
to  help  them  through  the  process. 

Hudson  draws  on  his  experience  as  a  restauranteur — he  owns  two 
restaurants,  including  Lenny's  Sub  Shop  in  Greenville.  He  has  studied 
in  London  and  Mexico  City,  which  he  says  expanded  his  perspective 
of  the  business  world.  Hudson  has  known  much  education,  profes- 
sional and  entrepreneurial  success  in  his  life  and  he  enjoys  helping 
others  attain  success. 

Hudson  is  active  in  his  local  community.  He  and  his  wife.  Heather, 
reside  in  Greenville,  where  she  is  the  mayor. 
The  book  can  be  purchased  online  at  www.Xlibris.com. 


DEREK  D.  ROBINSON  '90  and  Eleshia 
J.  Robinson  announce  the  April  17,  2006, 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Emily  Raye.  Emily 
joins  brother  Brady  Daniel,  1.  Derek  recently 
accepted  the  position  of  global  director  for 
business  development  with  SunGard  EXP,  a 
subsidiary  of  SunGuard  Data  Systems. 

JANELLE  '91  and  CURT  ALLEN  '92  announce 
the  April  19, 2006,  birth  of  Connor  Patrick  Allen. 
Connor  is  welcomed  by  his  brother,  Will,  2. 

CAROLE  BAUER  '91  was  named  principal 
of  Bill  Sybert  School,  a  part  of  the  Socorro 
Independent  School  District,  in  El  Paso, 
Texas.  Bill  Sybert  School  is  a  pre-kinder- 
garten  through  eighth  grade  school  with  an 
enrollment  of  1,285  students. 


STAN  '91  and  TAMMY  MAY  JORDAN  '92 

announce  the  Jan.  20,  2006,  birth  of  then- 
daughter,  Olivia  Ann  Jordan. 

DARLA  F.  ADAMS  '92  was  a  recent  nominee 
for  The  Spirit  of  Women  Award  for  North 
Mississippi.  She  is  a  nurse  at  North  Mississippi 
Medical  Center  in  Tupelo  and  is  employed  as 
the  school  nurse  for  Tupelo  Middle  School, 

RICK  MICHEL  '93  and  his  wife,  Stephanie, 
announce  the  Nov.  5,  2005,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Megan.  The  family  resides  in 
Orange  County,  Calif. 

TEEJAY  RILEY  SHEMPER  '93  and  her  hus- 
band, David,  announce  the  March  o.  200o, 
birth  of  their  son,  Aidan  Francis  Shemper. 


KEVIN  WILLISON  '93  is  currently  serv- 
ing as  chairperson  of  the  business  education 
department  at  York  Suburban  Senior  High 
School  in  York,  Pa. 

ANDY  WOODARD  '93,  "95  was  recently 

appointed  as  director  of  finance  at  Forrest 
General  Hospital. 

DELIS  A  D.  BUNNELL  '94  would  like  to 
thank  everyone  who  kept  her  in  their  prayers 

after  her  near-fatal  automobile  accident  in 
June  2005.  She  has  made  a  full  recovery 

JONATHAN  '94  and  Dr.  B1ANCA 
SHEMPER  "04  announce  the  May  11,  2006, 

birth  of  their  daughter,  Julia. 
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ASHLEY  TRENT  TULL  '94,  95  is  current- 
ly serving  as  associate  dean  for  campus  life  at 
the  University  of  Arkansas.  He  and  his  wife, 
MEREDITH  '93,  '95,  have  two  children:  Addison 
Howell  lull,  2,  and  Riley  Suzanne  Tull,  bom  Nov. 
26,  2Q05.  Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are  TONY 
TULL  '69  and  BEVERLY  BERRY  '68. 

CLIFF  '94  and  DANA 
FORTENBERRY  LOFTIN 

'95  announce  the  Dec.  6, 
2005,  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Ashley  Grace.  Ashley 
joins  big  sister  Abigail. 

WAYNE  VOSS  '95  is  currently  working  as  a 
project  manager  for  Packaging  Corporation 
of  America  in  Franklin,  Wis. 

MIKE  WHEELER  '95  was  recently  hired  as 
financial  center  manager  for  Wachovia. 

SCOTT  HERRIN  '96,  '99  contnbuted  to  the 
Portland  State  University  Athletic  Departments 
wins  at  the  National  Association  of  Collegiate 
Marketing  Administrators  Awards.  Herrin  is  the 
assistant  athletic  director  for  marketing  at  the 
university.  Portland  State  won  the  gold  medal  in 
the  category  of  Single  Day  Attendance  Promotion 
for  Women's  Basketball,  the  silver  medal  for  Best 
New  Revenue-Generating  Idea  and  the  silver 
medal  for  Best  Targeted  Group  Promotion. 


WILLIAM  '96,  00  and 
GRETCHEN  PARKER  '97 

announce  the  Jan.  9,  2006, 
birth  of  their  daughter, 
Grace  Anne. 


TRACEY  HANEGAN  '97  and  her  husband, 
Trent,  are  expanding  their  family  farm  in  Collins. 

RICHARD  RANDALL  '97  recently  earned 
his  gerontological  certification  by  the 
American  Nurses  Credentialing  Center.  He 
is  a  registered  nurse  and  nurse  manager  with 
Gulf  Coast  Veterans  Health  Care  System. 

SCOTT    '97    and    JENNIFER    TREGRE 

WALKER  '98  announce  the  October  2005 
birth  of  their  first  child,  Jack  Robert. 


KARON  E  CLARK 
WARREN  '97  and  her  hus- 
band, William  E.  Warren 
Jr.,  announce  the  Feb.  25, 
2006,  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Hope  Warren. 


MELISSA  KOHLER 
WHEELER   '97   has 

been  hired  as  the  direc- 
tor of  human  resourc- 
es for  Lucki  &  Co., 
a  Southeast  regional 
advertising  agency 

SCOTT  WHITE  '97 

was  elected  as  a  board 
member  for  the  Pearl 
River  County  Utility 
Authority.  He  was 
also  elected  chair- 
man of  the  Parade 
of  Homes  committee 
for  the  Mississippi 
Coast  Home  Builders 
Association. 


table 


3720  Hardy  Street 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 
39402 


thckitchcnlable@comcasl.iiet 


Sharing  the  Culinary  Art  of  Entertaining 


KATHYBARBIER'98 

participated  in  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society 
of  Military  History  at  Kansas  State  University  in 
May  2006.  Dr.  Barbier  is  an  assistant  professor  of 
history  at  Mississippi  State  University. 

FERRIS  ROGER  BYXBE  '98  has  been  granted 
tenure  and  promotion  to  full  professor  at  Sul 
Ross  State  University-Rio  Grande  College  in 
Del  Rio,  Texas.  Dr.  Byxbe  has  also  been  instru- 
mental in  the  creation  and  implementation  of 
programs  with  the  Texas  State  Attorney  General's 
Office,  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security 
and  border  security  agencies.  His  wife,  DONNA 
PARVIN-BYXBE  '96,  is  now  in  private  practice 
as  a  licensed  clinical  social  worker. 

DONALD  E.  CAMPBELL  '98  will  be  pursuing 
a  doctorate  in  political  science  at  the  University 
of  Georgia  in  the  fall  semester  of  2006. 

COURTNEY  SOLOMON  ROBERTSON  '98 

was  married  April  29,  2006.  Robertson  and  her 
husband  met  and  currently  live  in  Dallas,  Texas. 

KELLY  '99  and  AMY  BURKE  '99  announce 
the  July  22,  2005,  birth  of  their  son,  Daniel 
Koehl  Burke. 

KIMBERLY  NASTASI   CRIM  '99,  '01   was 

recently  named  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

GLENN  ROBINS  '99  participated  in  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Military  History  at 
Kansas  State  University  in  May  2006.  Dr.  Robins 
is  an  associate  professor  of  history  at  Georgia 
Southwestern  State  University  in  Americus,  Ga. 


TOM  WARD  '99  participated  in  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Military  History 
at  Kansas  State  University  in  May  2006.  Dr. 
Ward  is  an  assistant  professor  of  history  at 
Rockhurst  University  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

2000s 

PAIGE  WILLOUGHBY  FANT 

'00  and  her  husband,  ROB 
FANT  '01,  announce  the 
March  24,  2006,  birth  of  their 
son,  Robert  Coleman  Fant. 
Proud  Golden  Eagle  grandpar- 
ents are  SHERYL  ABLES  WILLOUGHBY  '73 
and  GENE  WILLOUGHBY  77. 

HOLLY  CHILTON  MALONE  KRANTZ  '00 

announces  the  July  13,  2004,  birth  of  her 
son,  Joshua.  He  joins  Spencer,  4. 

BRETT  SMITH  '00  and 
ERIN  WILLIAMSON 
SMITH  '01  announce  the 
April  21 ,  2006,  birth  of  their 
son  Bryce  Crawford  Smith. 
Proud  grandparents  are 
JUDY  MCALPIN  GRIMES 
'71  and  EDWARD 
WILLIAMSON  '68 

FELECIA  MOORE  '00  was  among  the  news 
team  at  The  Sun  Herald  newspaper  in  Biloxi 
that  helped  the  publication  win  the  Pulitzer 
Prize,  the  highest  award  in  journalism,  in  the 
Public  Service  Category  for  its  coverage  of  the 
impact  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 
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Walker  Named  Mississippi  Bankers  Association  Chairman 

~  I      The  Mississippi  Bankers  Association  has 

*-    *^^         I  elected  Jackson  native  Harry  M.  Walker  72 
r  I  to  serve  as  their  2006-2007  chairman. 

Walker  will  lead  the  117-year-old  trade 
association's  board  of  directors.  The  Mississippi 
Bankers  Associations  membership  includes 
105  commercial  banks  and  savings  institu- 
tions. These  institutions  represent  99  percent 
of  the  bank  deposits  in  the  state. 
Walker  currently  serves  as  the  Jackson-Metro  president  of 
Trustmark  National  Bank.  He  has  worked  with  Trustmark  for  34 
years,  previously  serving  as  executive  vice  president,  chief  lending 
officer,  real  estate  department  manager  and  head  of  municipal  invest- 
ments in  the  investment  department. 

He  has  dedicated  years  of  service  to  the  association,  serving  most 
recently  as  vice  chairman. 

Active  in  the  community,  Walker  is  a  member  and  past  chairman  of 
several  organizations  and  currently  serves  as  a  member  on  boards  of 
directors  for  Mississippi  Baptist  Hospital,  Tougaloo  College,  the  Nature 
Conservancy,  Mississippi  Valley  Title  Insurance  Company  Downtown 
Jackson  Partners  and  Associated  General  Contractors  of  Mississippi. 

Walker,  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  and  his  wife, 
Deery  have  two  adult  children,  Anna  and  Will. 

Barnett  to  Lead  Commission 

After  an  exhaustive  nationwide  search,  the 
Harrison  County  Development  Commission 
has  chosen  Biloxi  native  Larry  Barnett  78  as 
their  new  director. 

Prior  to  his  new  position,  Barnett  spent  20 
years  with  Mississippi  Power  Company  with 
the  final  10  years  working  in  economic  devel- 
opment. At  Mississippi  Power  he  worked  close- 
ly with  the  Gulf  Coast  Alliance  for  Economic 
Development,  a  group  that  is  made  up  of  the 
states  six  southernmost  counties. 

With  the  damage  brought  along  by  Hurricane  Katrina  in  August, 
Barnett  has  a  great  challenge  in  rebuilding  the  coasts  economy  but  is 
optimistic  about  the  county's  future. 

Barnett  wants  to  continue  to  expand  the  economic  diversity  that  makes 
the  coast  unique.  He  hopes  to  lure  aviation  industries  to  set  up  shop  in 
Harrison  County. 

Bamett  lives  in  Gulfport  with  his  wife,  Mary  77. 

Baughn  to  head  Manufacturers  Association 

Tupelo  native  Bob  Baughn  '69,  71  was  recently 
named  2005-2006  chairman  of  the  Mississippi 
Manufacturers  Association. 

Baughn  has  30  years  of  experience  in  the 
human  resource  and  safety  and  health  fields.  He 
currently  is  the  human  resource  leader  for  Tower 
Automotive  in  Madison. 

Prior  to  being  named  chairman,  Baughn  served 
as  human  resources  director  of  True  Temper  Sports 
in  Amory,  JESCO  Inc.  in  Tupelo  and  Sunbeam  in  Waynesboro. 


He  holds  a  lifetime  certification  as  Senior  Professional  in  Human 
Resources,  the  highest  accreditation  in  the  human  resources  field, 
and  he  was  awarded  the  Human  Resource  Professional  of  the  Year  by 
the  Society  for  Human  Resource  Management. 

Baughn  has  previously  served  as  the  state  director  for  the 
Mississippi  chapter  of  SHRM  and  currently  serves  on  the  groups  state 
council.  He  has  held  leadership  positions  with  a  number  of  organiza- 
tions and  he  is  a  founding  member  of  the  Workplace  Environment 
and  Safety  Association  of  Northeast  Mississippi. 

Former  Columbus  Mayor  Retires 

After  13  years  of  service,  Fred  Hayslett  '66  retired  as  general  man- 
ager of  Columbus  Light  and  Water  (CL&W)  on  June  30,  2006. 

Prior  to  working  with  CL&W,  Hayslett  served  a  number  of  com- 
munity roles.  From  1977  to  1981,  he  served  on  the  Columbus  City 
Council  and  from  1985  to  1989,  he  served  as  as  a  Justice  Court 
judge.  Hayslett  presided  over  the  city  as  mayor  from  1989  to  1993. 

Hayslett  saw  a  number  of  changes  in  the  utility  industry  dunng 
his  tenure  at  Columbus  Light  and  Water.  He  told  The  Commercial 
Dispatch  he  believed  the  biggest  change  was  the  general  public's 
perception  of  electrical  power.  With  electricity  costs  rising,  Hayslett 
believes  people  are  using  power  more  wisely  than  ever  before. 

Hayslett's  wife  Cindy  also  retired  from  her  position  as  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Lowndes  County  School  District  on  June  30. 
The  couple  plans  to  stay  involved  in  the  community  and  travel. 

Alumni  Assisting  in  Former  Student's  Recovery 

Two  Southern  Miss 
alumni  are  assisting  a 
former  student  with  his 
recovery  from  a  devastat- 
ing automobile  accident. 
Bob  Thomas  75  and  Billy 
Beard  75  are  leading  a 
fund-raising  effort  in  sup- 
port of  Tommy  Lucius, 
whom  they  befriended 
during  their  time  as 
Southern  Miss  students.      Billy  Beard  75,  left,  and  Bob  Thomas  75,  center,  are 

In     lanuary      Lucius    assisting  with  fund-raising  efforts  for  Tommy  Lucius, 

.  . '  '  a  former  Southern  Miss  student  who  was  injured  in  a 

a  iormer  Golden  Eagle  car  accident.  Also  pictured  is  David  Hutchinson,  who 
cheerleader,  was  involved  is  helping  to  lead  the  effort,  right. 
in  a  car  accident  near  Jackson  when  he  attempted  to  avoid  a  deer  that  had 
come  onto  Highway  51.  He  fractured  his  third  vertebrae  and  is  now  para- 
lyzed from  the  neck  down,  except  for  limited  mobility  in  his  hands.  Prior 
to  his  accident,  he  operated  his  own  landscaping  business  in  Ridgeland. 
but  most  of  the  company's  assets  have  been  sold  to  pay  medical  bills. 

Thomas  says  the  friends  will  attempt  to  raise  $50,000  to  help  sup- 
port Lucius,  who  had  limited  insurance  coverage.  Contributions  can 
be  made  through  Beard  at  the  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church  in  Madison. 
Thomas  suggests  the  goal  is  raise  enough  money  for  Lucius  to  receive 
treatment  at  the  Miami  Project  to  Cure  Paralysis  in  Florida,  which 
was  started  by  former  Miami  Dolphins  linebacker  Nick  Buoniconti 
after  Buoniconti  s  son  was  injured  in  a  football  accident 

For  more  information,  contact  Thomas  at  912.727.3591  or  robert. 
c.thomas@kraft.com  or  Beard  at  601.750.6698. 
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DARBY  J.  USEY  '00,  '03  has  been  promoted 
to  product  development  manager  with  MI 
Swaco.  He  and  his  wife,  TARA  '99,  are  relo- 
cating to  Houston,  Texas. 

CHRISTIAN  ZEMBOWER  '00  was  married 
to  Laun  Kuehling  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  on 
May  13,  2006.  Zembower  is  the  new  director 
of  bands  at  East  Tennessee  State  University 
in  Johnson  City  Tenn.  He  was  the  assistant 
director  of  bands  at  Ball  State  University  in 
Muncie  Ind.,  prior  to  his  new  appointment. 

TANYA  BOYD  BATTLE  '01  received  a  mas- 
ter's degree  m  nursing  from  the  University  of 
South  Alabama  in  May  2006. 

PEEPSIE  BUTLER  '01  announces  the  Jan.  27, 
2005,  birth  of  her  son,  Tavin  James.  Peepsie  is 
employed  with  Memphis  ARTCC  as  an  air  traffic 
controller  after  graduating  from  the  FAA  Academy 
in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  in  January  2006. 

BRIDGET   01  and  ADAM  HOULIHAN   01, 

announce  the  Jan.  29,  2006,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Ann.  Adam  received  his  doc- 
torate in  microbiology  from  Cornell  University 
in  May  2006.  He  has  accepted  a  post  doctoral 
research  assignment  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture.  The  family  has  relocated  to  Illinois. 

KATE  McARTHUR  '01,  '02  recently  received 
a  Doctor  of  Audiology  degree  from  the 
Pennsylvania  College  of  Optometry. 


VIRGINIA  "GINGER"  POOLE  01  is  fea- 
tured in  "Firestarters:  100  Job  Profiles  to 
Inspire  Young  Women"  by  Dale  Salvaggio 
Bradshaw  and  Kelly  Beatty  Ginger  is  pro- 
filed as  one  of  100  real  women  whose 
career  achievements  are  an  inspiration  to 
girls  and  young  women  exploring  their  career 
options. 

CHRISTOPHER  TAYLOR  '01  married 
Angela  Dawn  Colvin  on  July  24,  2004.  The 
couple  now  resides  in  Ruston,  La.,  where 
Christopher  is  a  math  teacher. 

CHRIS  WEESELS  '01  and  his  wife,  Misti, 
moved  to  San  Clemente,  Calif.,  in  2004. 
The  couple  and  their  two  sons,  Kadin,  5, 
and  Ashton,  2,  are  enjoying  living  near  the 
beach. 

HEATH  BORDEN  '02  was  recently  hired 
by  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Natural 
Resources'  Injection  and  Mine  Division  as  a 
geologist.  Heath  and  Nancy  Borden  will  be 
celebrating  their  four  year  wedding  anniver- 
sary in  August. 


ANTHONY    DIFATTA 

'02  was  selected  to  paint 
the  graphic  for  this 
year's  Mississippi  in 
New  York  Picnic  T- 
shirts  and  posters. 


TIM  HUDSON  '02  was  winged  as  a  naval 
aviator  on  Jan.  13,  2006.  He  has  been  select- 
ed to  fly  AV-8B  Harriers  in  the  United  States 
Marine  Corps. 

GABRIEL  R.  RADAU  '02,  '04  and  Jennifer 
Marie  Clavier  were  married  on  May  20,  2006, 
in  Slidell,  La. 

SHENITA  WOODS  '02  was  named  McComb 
High  Schools  Teacher  of  the  Year  for  the 
2005-2006  school  year. 

ERIC  S.  BROOME  '03  received  his  juris 
doctorate  from  Florida  Costal  School  of  Law 
in  May  2006.  He  has  relocated  to  Atlanta  to 
practice  law. 

TAI  CURRY  '03  is  studying  veterinary  med- 
icine at  Mississippi  State  University.  She 
expects  to  earn  her  degree  in  May  2008. 

BRADY  C.  RAANES  '03  has  earned  the 
designation  of  certified  financial  planner. 
Raanes  works  for  the  Hattiesburg  office  of 
A.G.  Edwards. 

HANNAH  SILKMAN  '03  has  been  selected 
as  communications  and  marketing  specialist 
for  the  American  Cancer  Society  in  Gulfport. 

BRYAN    04,    05  and  LAURA  MARSHALL 

'05  announce  the  March  26,  2006,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Meri  Morgan  Marshall. 
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CATHY  MUNGER  '05  recently  moved  to 
Austin,  Texas,  and  accepted  the  position  of 
account  coordinator  at  Ginny's  Printing. 


THOMAS  "KRIS" 
'05  and  LINDSEY 
ALFORDUPCHURCH 

'06  announce  the  May 
1,  2006,  birth  of  their 
son,  Taylor  Kade. 
Kade  is  the  great- 
grandson  of  HULON 
H.  BILBO  '54. 


CHARLOTTE  NEWMAN  '06  received  the 
2006  Social  Work  Student  of  the  Year  award. 


In  Memoriam 


GRACE     NIMOCKS     CASPER     '30     of 

Kinggold,  Ga.,  died  November  2005. 

MARGARET  PRICE  COX  '31  of  Gainesville, 
Ga.,  died  May  24,  2006. 

MILDRED  PETTY  GRITTMAN  '31  of  Hot 

Springs,  Ark.,  died  April  28,  2006. 

FRANCES     LANE     NIMOCKS     '31     of 

Hattiesburg  died  September  2005. 

GEORGE     B.     WESTERFIELD     '39     of 

Covington,  Tenn.,  died  April  30,  2006. 

CAROLYN   HEARD  '41   of  Meridian  died 
June  22,  2006. 

MARY  FRANCES  STILES  PIPPIN  '41  of 

Anguilla  died  April  16,  2006. 

NAN    INGRAM    RUHIG    '41    of   Hudson, 
Ohio,  died  May  31,  2006. 

LUTHER  C.  DAWSON  '46  of  Jayess  died 
May  11,  2006. 

KATHRYN     CAMP     MCBRIDE     '46     of 

Meridian  died  May  23,  2006. 


Like  many  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
residents,  Bobby  Jones  felt  media 
coverage  of  the  drama  unfolding 
in  New  Orleans  overshadowed  the 
plight  of  his  home  state  following 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

"New  Orleans  had  it  bad,  no  doubt," 
said  Jones,  "but  we  were  in  bad  shape  too.  I  watched  the  national  media  coverage, 
and  was  sick  and  tired  of  it." 

So  he  took  action.  Jones  and  his  wife  Shelly  launched  the  first  edition  of 
going  Coastal  magazine  this  spring,  a  publication  dedicated  to  the  rebuilding 
process  across  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  To  date,  The  Jones  Group,  LLC,  has 
published  three  editions  with  a  fourth  coming  soon  that  will  feature  an  interview 
with  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Jimmy  Buffett  '69.  Jones,  a  Biloxi  resident,  earned 
a  bachelor's  degree  in  advertising  with  a  minor  in  business  administration  from 
Southern  Miss.  Following  graduation,  he  held  a  variety  of  sales  positions,  includ- 
ing a  stint  at  the  Sun  Herald.  It  is  his  current  endeavor,  however,  that  has  him 
energized  about  rebuilding  south  Mississippi  communities. 

"Our  mission  is  to  help  bring  back  the  coast,"  Jones  said.  "Sure,  we  look  like 
a  wasteland  in  some  places,  but  we  still  have  the  finest  gaming  facilities  and  the 
finest  restaurants  around.  The  beach  is  slowly  becoming  accessible  again,  and  the 
hospitality  is  still  there." 

After  finding  it  difficult  to  work  with  large  companies  in  his  effort  to  distribute 
going  Coastal,  Jones,  who  prints  10,000  copies  of  each  edition,  took  on  that  role 
as  well.  "We  created  a  distribution  division  and  started  wholesaling  the  magazine 
to  individual  drug  stories  and  gift  shops.  That  strategy  proved  to  be  successful." 
Recently,  going  Coastal  was  instrumental  in  the  reopening  of  Barnes  and  Nobles 
Gulfport  location,  and  other  large  outlets  have  taken  notice,  Jones  said.  Today, 
the  magazine  is  sold  in  Alabama,  Louisiana  and  across  Mississippi,  including 
Hattiesburg  and  Jackson. 

Currently,  the  magazine  is  scheduled  to  print  six  times  yearly,  and  Jones  says 
subscription  orders  are  being  processed  daily — sometimes  as  many  as  two  dozen  in 
a  day.  The  staff  has  grown  from  two  to  six  full-time  employees  with  more  than  20 
contributors.  Jones  suggests  the  greatest  challenge  is  managing  the  rapid  growth. 

"It  is  difficult,"  he  said,  "but  if  you  believe  in  what  you  are  going,  you  believe 
in  the  product  and  you  educate  people  about  it,  they'll  buy  into  it.  We  feel  good 
about  what  we  are  doing.  We're  entertaining.  We're  informing.  We're  reminding 
people  why  they  lived  on  the  coast  in  the  first  place. 

"A  woman  called  the  other  day  and  said  she  had  just  read  a  copy  of  the  maga- 
zine and  cried.  The  impact  it  had  on  her  is  amazing."  Jones  added.  "She  said  it 
had  inspired  her  to  rebuild  her  home  on  the  coast." 


JOHN   ERTHA  FINCH  '47   of  Dickinson,  HERSHEL    T.    PATTERSON    '50,    '54    of  GLORIA   SUE   AULTMAN   "53   of  Collins 

Texas,  died  June  9,  2006.  Jackson  died  May  25,  2006.  died  May  23.  2006 

LUTHER   CHARLES   HAMMET   '48   died  JOHN  A.  GRANT  '51   of  Poplarville  died  MARGARET  ROSE  "PEGGY"  OPPERMAN 

March  18,  2006.  April  16,  2006.  HACKETT  '54  died  April  15,  2006, 

VERDA  WALLEY  MCCULLOUGH  '48  of  EDITH  OLA  WILLINGHAM  '52  of  Baton  ALBERT  LAVERNE  GOOCH  '55  of  Moselle 

Jayess  died  May  30,  2006.  Rouge,  La.,  died  April  13,  2006.  died  Nov.  2o,  2005. 
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MARY    BLOOMINGER   GORDON    56   of 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  died  April  7,  2006. 

BARTON  EARL  PARKER  '56  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Feb.  11,2005. 

DR.  A.  KENT  SILLS  '56  of  Starkville  died 
May  3,  2006. 

WALTON  STEWART  DAVENPORT  JR.  56 

of  Victorville,  Calif.,  died  June  27,  2004. 

DR.  HELEN  M.  BALL  '58  of  Franklmton, 
La.,  died  March  14,  2006. 

ROBERT  M.  MURPHY  '58,  '69  of  Bay  St. 

Louis  died  Nov.  22,  2005. 

ELLIS  CULPEPPER  JR.  '59  of  Mobile,  Ala., 
died  March  10,  2006. 

PAUL  JAMES  HERMETZ  '60  of  Gulfport 
died  June  18,  2006. 

BOBBY  JOE  HUDSON  '60  of  Collins  died 
May  26,  2006. 

NORMAN   LOMBARD   '60  of  Biloxi  died 
May  9,  2006. 

FRANK  McEACHARN   '60  of  Texas  City, 
Texas,  died  June  23,  2006. 

FORREST  ALLEN  JONES  '61  of  McComb 
died  April  22,  2006. 

WAYNE  KNABB  '61  of  New  Orleans  died 
April  27,  2006. 

DR.  PATRICIA  HINTON  '63,  '73  of  Gautier 
died  March  18,  2006. 

SIDNEY  H.  TATUM  '66  of  Brandon  died 
April  24,  2006. 

CARROLL  TUMEY  '66  of  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
died  May  11,  2006. 

DAVID   SCHLICHTER  '67   of  Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.,  died  June  17,  2006. 

NORRIS    W    THOMAS  JR.    '67    of   Gulf 
Breeze,  Fla.,  died  May  20,  2006. 

BENJAMIN   A.    COLLINS    70   of  Saucier 
died  April  1,2006. 


BILLY  GLENN  BARRETT  '71  of  Moss 
Point  and  Gulfport  died  May  14,  2006. 

THERESA  DIANE  FIELDER  '71  died 
April  12,  2006. 

HENRY  HERBERT  JOHNSTON  '71  of 

Benton  died  June  11,  2006. 

PETER  C.  SEHON  71  of  Hixon,  Tenn., 
died  June  22,  2006. 

JOSEPH  E  QUINLAN  SR.  73  of  Biloxi 

died  May  3,  2006. 

CALVIN  A.  BELLE  74  of  De  Kalb  died 
Aug.  25,  2003. 

DR.  WILLIAM  SMITH  TURNER  75  of 

Hattiesburg  died  April  22,  2002. 

AARON  RONALD  DAVIS  77  of  Decatur 
died  April  21,  2006. 

KIMBRELL  C.  "KIM"  DODDER  77  of 

Gulf  Breeze  died  December  12,  2005. 

SANDRA      L.      FREEMAN      79      of 

Hermanville  died  April  19,  2006. 

DEBORAH  L.  HUDSON  '81  of  Inverness, 
Fla.,  died  June  20,  2006. 

DR.  WILLIAM  "BILL''  EDWARD 
BENNETT  '82  of  Campbellsville,  Ky, 
died  April  3,  2006. 

JESSE  E.  FONVILLE  '82,  '93  of  Smith's 
Station,  Ala.,  died  April  5,  2006. 

ANNETTE  CLANTON  '83  died  April 
19,  2006. 

KENNETH  ALLEN  WILLIAMS  '84  of 

Gulfport  died  April  28,  2006. 

KAREN  WALSH  PHILLIPS  '85  of  Pearl 
River,  La.,  died  May  4,  2006. 

JERRY  ALLEN  DAVIS  '86  of  Pascagoula 
died  June  6,  2006. 

GEORGE  EDWARD  TAQUINO  '91  of 

Wiggins  died  June  7,  2006. 

VIRGINIA    ALICE    BUTLER    '93    of 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  died  May  8,  2006. 
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Former  Dixie  Darlings 
Director  Dies 

Former  Dixie 

Darlings  Director 
DR.        FRANCES 

"FRANKIE" 
JELLINEK  57  died 
July  14,  2006,  after 
a  long  battle  with 
cancer. 

Jellinek  had  an 
active  career  as  a 
professional  dancer,  dance  professor, 
and  chorographer,  and  was  director  of 
the  Dixie  Darlings  from  1957  to  1967. 
She  most  recently  served  as  the  chair- 
man of  the  dance  department  at  Florida 
Atlantic  University. 

Jellinek  was  active  in  the  FAU  University 
Governance,  where  she  served  a  president 
of  the  Faculty  Senate.  After  retiring  from 
the  university  in  2001,  Jellinek  wrote 
dance  reviews  and  critiques  for  the  Palm 
Beach  Daily  News. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Hal 
Schaffer,  who  lives  in  North  Palm  Beach, 
Fla.  A  celebration  of  life  service  is  being 
planned  for  the  fall.  Memorial  dona- 
tion may  be  made  in  her  name  to  the 
South  Palm  Beach  County  Chapter  of 
NOW,  PO.  Box  880213,  Boca  Raton, 
FL  33488. 


THOMAS   W.   BRADHAM   of  Greenwood, 
Tenn.,  died  May  28,  2006. 

TERRY  MICHAEL  BYRD  of  Moss  Point  died 
March  27,  2006. 

GLYNN    RAY    'BUTCH"   DYER   of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  died  March  27,  2006. 


Gulfport  native  Alan  Weatherford  '05  joined 
the  Gulfport  Police  Department  in  1987. 
Today  he  is  the  city's  chief  of  police. 

Throughout  his  time  with  the  depart- 
ment, he  has  held  several  positions.  In  1987, 
Weatherford  was  a  dispatcher  in  the  commu- 
nications division  and  was  promoted  to  patrol 
officer  in  March  1988.  He  was  promoted  to 

sergeant  on  July  7,  1993;  lieutenant  on  May  18,  1998;  district  captain  on  April 
3,  2000;  officer-in-charge,  uniformed  patrol  division  on  June  10,  2002;  and  com- 
mander of  operations  on  Feb.  5,  2004. 

In  1988,  Weatherford  graduated  from  the  Southern  Regional  Public  Safety 
Institute,  located  on  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  Gulf  Coast  campus. 
Weatherford's  extensive  law  enforcement  training  also  includes  graduating  from 
the  Southern  Police  Institutes  administrative  officers'  course  in  Louisville,  Ky,  m 
1999,  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  National  Academy  in  Quantico, 
Va.,  in  March  2002. 

Weatherford  was  one  of  more  than  60  applicants  in  the  nation-wide  search 
to  replace  former  Chief  Steve  Barns,  who  announced  his  retirement  in  October 
2005.  Weatherford  began  his  service  as  chief  in  February. 

Since  his  inauguration,  Weatherford  has  pledged  his  support  of  youth  programs 
in  the  city  and  has  sought  new  technology  that  will  increase  the  department's  effi- 
ciency and  improve  its  crime  tracking  ability. 

Weatherford  has  also  attempted  to  change  the  way  the  police  department  serves 
the  community  by  bringing  the  police  office  to  the  people.  Instead  of  making  an 
appointment  or  having  to  drive  downtown  to  speak  with  the  chief,  he  has  devel- 
oped the  Partners  with  Police  program  that  brings  his  top  officers  and  himself 
to  local  neighborhoods  for  one  hour  each  week.  During  these  visits,  community 
members  are  encouraged  to  discuss  their  feelings  and  concerns  about  crime 
and  community  issues.  Using  a  mobile  command  center  that  was  used  as  the 
department's  office  after  Hurricane  Katrina,  Weatherford  hopes  to  not  only  make 
residents  feel  safer  but  also  to  gain  the  trust  of  the  communities  he  visits. 

Weatherford's  police  work  has  earned  him  several  distinctive  awards,  including 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars'  1990  and  1991  Patrolman  of  the  Year  Awards  and 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary's  Officer  of  the  Year  Award  for  2000.  In  1992,  the 
State  of  Mississippi  recognized  Weatherford  for  his  efforts  in  protecting  children 
and  the  prevention  of  drunk  driving. 

Chief  Weatherford  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  reside  in  Long  Beach  with  their  children. 


TITO    LAMANT    GALLOWAY   of   Ocean 

Springs  died  May  2,  2006. 

ROBERT  J.   GIORDANO  of  Jackson  died 
May  24,  2006. 


ROBERT    G.     "BUNKY"     HUGGINS    of  HENRY  A.  RICHESON  JR.  of  Hatuesburg 

Greenwood  died  May  10,  2006.  died  April  24.  2005. 

BOBBY  GENE  O'BARR  of  Biloxi  died  April  DONALD  O.  SIGWORTH  of  Gulfport  died 

21,2006.  April  28.  200o 


HELLEN  ELIZABETH  "PAT"  HOOKER  of 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  died  May  21,  2006. 


LOREE  MEEK  BRENT  REED  of  Natchez 
died  April  13,  2006, 
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MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


jostens 


Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts 

For  more  information,  call  888.712.5083. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 

more  information,  call  800.523.0124  and 
request  operator  A22SF 


American 

Insurant  ■ 


DiplomaDisplay* 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

life,  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical 
Insurance.  Go  to  http://www.aia-insurance. 
com/AIA/SouthemMiss  or  call  800.922.1245. 


MBHK 


MBNA" 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard "  credit  card  now  conveniently  avail- 
able to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call  866. 
GET.MBNA  for  details  about  the  costs  and  terms 
of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


MegaGapf 

broadband 

MegaGate  Broadband 

Megagate  Broadband  is  the  preferred  Internet 
provider  for  Southern  Miss  alumni.  To  use 
SouthemMiss.net  as  your  gateway  to  the  web, 
call  601.450.5000. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  800.422.4100. 

t¥ 

EDUCATION  SERVICES 

FOUNDATION 

Education  Services  Foundation 

Student  loan  Consolidation.  For  more  infor- 
mation, go  to  www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  or 
call  866.542.8033. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  informa- 
tion or  to  order,  call  866.BALFOUR  and  ask  for 
reference  code  2315. 
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Printing  and  Framing  For  more  information, 

call  1.866.418.0320. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  International  Excursio?is  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  informa- 
tion on  upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Answers 


1912-1924  -  Mississippi  Normal  College 


1924-1940  -  State  Teachers  College 


1940-1962  -  Mississippi  Southern  College 
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www.5outhernMissAlumni.com 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 

Association's  CARD.  (Current  Alumni  Retail  Discounts)  Program.    By  presenting 

either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life 

Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program 

is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to 

thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  &  Suites* 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Classic  Concepts  /  ACE  Home  Center    10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Comfort  Suites  * 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  on  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  rates 

Expectations 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

j&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kitchen  Table 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason  /  Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions  /  free  portfolio  reviews 

Mike  Anderson's  Seafood 

10%  discount  on  selected  purchases 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Nick  Crechales 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

15%  discount  on  membership  fee 

Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica  /  Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Rental  Cabins  -  Redden  Enterprises 

LLC  5%  discount  on  cabin  rental  / 10%  discount  to  Life  Members 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf  /  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

Signs  First  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  / 10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash-and-carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large  drink  / 

$1  off  game  day  party  subs 

A     All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
*     Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
(+)  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 
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THE  TALON 


Laying  a  Rock  Solid  Foundation  for 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

Alumni  Association 


•BRICK  BY  BRICK- 

Today  you  have  a  great  opportunity  to  honor  the  University  and  Powell 
Ogletree  by  investing  in  a  brick  that  will  be  permanently  installed  in  the 
Ogletree  House  Courtyard. 

The  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  a  $3  million  effort  to  restore  and 
expand  a  Southern  Miss  landmark,  is  vital  to  the  success  of  our  Alumni 
Association.  Please  take  this  opportunity  to  document  your  time  at 
Southern  Miss,  honor  a  family  member  or  new  graduate,  or  place  your 
own  name  in  a  place  of  honor. 


PAVER  OPTIONS 

•  8"  x  8"  Brick  Paver  -  $500 

•  4"  x  8"  Brick  Paver  -  S250 


The  Ogletree  House  Restoration  and  Expansion 
Project  will  include  the  addition  of  a  beautiful 
new  courtyard  on  the  northern  side  of  the  facil- 
ity, which  will  feature  a  pathway  of  personal- 
ized pavers. 

Please  print  the  text  for  your  personalized  brick 
order  below.  For  the  4"  x  8"  paver,  you  can  fill  in  up 
to  three  lines  of  text  at  14  spaces  per  line.  For  the  8" 
x  8"  paver  option,  you  can  fill  in  up  to  six  lines  of 
text  at  14  spaces  per  line. 


Remember  that  you  must  use  a  space  for  blanks 
between  words  and  for  punctuation.  You  may  use 
"&"  for  "and."  Messages  will  be  centered  on  the  pav- 
ers. Inscriptions  and  locations  of  the  pavers  are  sub- 
ject to  Association  Executive  Committee  approval. 

All  checks  must  be  made  payable  to  the  USM  Foundation 
(with  "Ogletree  House  Fund"  in  the  memo  space)  for 
proper  credit  to  the  donor's  records.  The  Foundation  is  a 
501(c)3  nonprofit  organization.  Foundation  gifts  are  tax 
deductible  to  the  extent  of  current  IRS  regulations. 


Brick  Paver  Order  Form 

Please  complete  this  form  and  return  with  payment  to  SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION, 
118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  or  fax  your  credit  card  information  to  601.266.4214. 

□  My  check  is  enclosed  (payable  to  the  USM  Foundation). 

□  Please  charge  the  credit  card  circled:  MasterCard  VISA  American  Express 
Account  Number:  personalized  engraving 

Amount: 


Full  Name: 
Address: 


City/State/Zip:  _ 
Daytime  Phone: 


Signature  of  Donor: 
Date: 


Exp.  Date: 


ADDITIONAL  LINES  FOR  8"  X  8"  PAVERS  ONLY: 

iHat»H  HiI5iaf5E 


iat  crackles  across  South  Mississippi 
anticipation  of  the  2006  Southern 
liss  Golden  Eagles  emerging  from 


jehind  the  black  and  gold  will  be  a 
'irong  of  ardent  fans  doing  everything 
'ithin  their  power  to  support  their 


earn  and  to  make  sure  that  when  tr 


opposition  leaves  Hattiesburg,  they 
exit  physically  and  mentally  drained 
For  over  100  years,  Hancock  Ban 
has  been  there  to  offer  both  parents 


and  students  a  financial  home-fiel 


advantage.  We  salute  Southern  Miss 
and  its  proud  heritage  of  athletic  spir 
and  competitiveness. 


Hancock 
Bank. 


Equal  Housing  Lender.  All  loans  subject  to  credit  app 
Member  FDIC.  hancockbank.com 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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